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PREFACE. 



In the course of a social evening's conversation, 
I heard that eminent Christian philosopher, Dr. 
Chalmers, make some instructive remarks to the 
following effect : 

^The historical evidences of Christianity are 
abundantly sufficient to satisfy the scrutiny of the 
learned, and they are within the reach of all well 
educated persons. But the internal evidences of 
the truth have a still wider influence, for they are 
open and intelligible to every sincere inquirer. 
Every man wko reads the Bible with attention, and 
observes the value and excellence of the book— 
every man who compares what it says of mankind 
with his own experience, and marks the fitness of 
its mighty scheme of doctrine to Ms own spiritual 
need as a sinner in the sight of Grod — is furnished 
with practical proof of the divine origin of our reli- 
gion. I love this evidence ; I call it the portable 
evidence of Christianity." 
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VI PREVACfi. 

My object, in this little volume, is to deVelopC- 
these views ; and I trust no apology is required for 
my adopting the term by which Dr. Chalmers so 
happily distinguished his favorite kind of evidence. 
The Bible is a portable book, and the Christian, 
whether at home or on a journey, ought always to 
keep it within his reach, and make use of it as his 
daily companion. Again — whatsoever be our place 
or circumstances, we all carry about with us a know- 
ledge of our own experience. 

The subject naturally divides itself into two parts. 
In the first place, the Bible, considered alone, af- 
fords in the purity, dignity, harmony, and practical 
importance, of its contents, sufficient evidences of 
its own divine origin. And secondly, the accord- . 
ance of the truths revealed in Scripture,with what we 
know in ourselves, and observe in the world around 
us, and more especially the adaptation of the gos- 
pel of Christ to the condition of fallen man, supplies 
us with a further conclusive proof, that the Creator 
and moral Governor of the Universe, is the Author 
of the Bible. 

While multitudes, in the present day, even among 
the working classes of society, are obtaining some 
acquaintance with useful science, it is most desira- 
ble that, as far as possible, they should be instructed 
also in the evidences of Christianity. Even those 
of a critical and historical nature, might without 
much difficulty be made far more familiar to persons 
of little education, tlian they are at present ; and the 
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more they are examined, the rncke olearljr will it be 
discovered that Christianity in its original and pure* 
ly scriptural form, rests upon a basis which can 
never be shaken. 

In the mean time^ I trust it will not be uaeless to 
invite the attention of the Public to some of those 
proofs of the truth of our holy religion, which lie 
immediately before us, and which, where the Bible 
is fireely circulated, are within the reach of every 
serious and reflecting mind. 

I cannot however satisfactorily enter upon my 
argument, without premising one general remark. 
Although in a day so marked as the present by un- 
settled and floating opinions, it is peculiarly desira- 
ble that Christians should be able to give a reason 
•'—and even many reasons— for the hope which is 
in them, it must not be inferred firom hence, that the 
religion of Jesus stands in need of apology or de^ 
fence. While its advocates are at all times ready 
to state the reasons of their unalterable convictions, 
they by no means intend to give countenance to the 
notion that the truth of Christianity is debateable 
ground. 

As the existence and moral government of the 
Deity are truths which bear with a native and resist- 
less force on every candid mind, and need no argu- 
ments to prove them, so the unparalleled goodness 
of Christianity at once impresses us with its truth, 
1 conceive it to be a first principle in morals, wrought 
by the hand of God into our very natdre, and requir- 
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ing no other evidence of its reality, that what u 
good, %8 true. 

The real source of the proneness of man to reject 
revealed religion, is to he found in those propensi- 
ties of the heart which are opposed to all goodness. 
Corrupt and rebellious as we are, we shrink from 
the piercing rays of the Sun of Righteousness. 
W6 cannot bear to have our inclinations thwarted, 
our passions subdued, our independence led captivOi 
and our pride levelled with the dust ^ Tlus is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil.*^ 
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AN 

INTRODUCTORY ESSAY^ 

BY F. WAYLAND, 

PtXIIOEffT or BBOWir UNITXMltT. 



The excellent John Newton, in his preface 
to a volume of the miscellaneous poems of 
Cowper, alludes to the embarrassment which 
a writer feels, m volunteering to introduce to 
the public an author much better known than 
himself. It is precisely this embarrassment 
which I feel on the present occasion. My 
only apology is found in the foUowmg fact : 
The publisher was of the opinion, that this little 
work would probably be taore readily circulat- 
ed, if a brief outline of the subject were laid 
before the reader, explaining the design of the 
author, and exhibiting the mode m which he 
had accomplished it. I could not deny, that 
thb service seemed naturally to devdve upon 
me, as I had been particularly anxious that 
the book should be reprinted in^ this country. 
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* I shall) therefore, attempt, in the follourhig 
Iremarks, familiarly to illustrate the plan of the 
author, and shall then add a f^w suggestions 
respecting the manner in which such a woik 
ought to be read. 

The EriDENCSs of the Christian religion 
are of two kinds, External aud Internal. 

The External Evidences ^comprehend 
idl that mass of proof by which, in accordance 
with the laws of testimony, we establish the 
facts, that the books oi the Old and New 
Testament were written by the men who claim 
to be their authors, and also that the statements 
which these books contain are indubitable 
truth. We thus prove, that miracles have 
been wrought in confirmation of the doctrines 
promulgated in the scriptures. Now, a mira** 
cle is a manifest departure from the laws of 
Cause and effect which are ordained by the 
Creator. As, however, no being, but he who 
ordained these laws, can suspend or alter them, 
if, m any case, they are suspended or altered, 
such a case must occur through the interven- 
tion of the Deity. The Author of the altera- 
tion of the law nnise be the Author of the law 
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Itself. And) if the alteradon be mdisscduUjr 
connected with any doctrine or precept, W6 
conclude that such doctrine or precept must 
have emanated from the Author of the uni- 
versC) because we believe that he would not 
have thus affixed his own Special seal to a 
deliberate falsehood. 

Thus, it 16 not contrary to the ordinary laws 
of what we call nature, for blindness to be re* 
moved by the application of medicine, or by a 
surgical operation. It is not however acccnl* 
mg to these laws, for blindness to be healed 
by the utterance of a word. If then, it be 
healed by a simple command, such an event 
is a manifest departure from the ordinary laws 
of cause and effect,— *a departure which could 
only have been caused by the same power 
which established the original order of antece- 
dence and consequence. Whatever, therefore, 
he shall teach us respecting God,* whom God 
hath thus empowered, we consider ourselves 
warranted in receiving as a message fi;om the 
Author of our being. 

In this species of evidence, it is obvious that 
we must confine ourselves simply to the con* 
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sidemtion of the facts which attest the truth of 
revelation, without referring at all to the matter 
of the revelation itself. We attempt to satisfy 
ourselves upon the principles of evidence, 
whether or not a communication from God has 
been made to men ; and havmg become satis- 
fied on this point, so far as external evidence 
is concerned, here our investigation closes. 
A man might thus have convinced himself that 
the Bible contains a revelation from Heaven, 
without ever havmg informed himsplf of a sin- 
gle truth which it reveals. 

The Inte;rnal Evidences of revelation 
are established in a manner in many respects 
the reverse of the above. We here commence 
with spreading before the mind of the inquirer 
the matter of the revelation itself; and then 
proceed to exhibit its relations both to the 
world within us, and to the world without u$. 
And as the relations of revealed truth to each 
of these may be exhibited, separately and dis- 
tinctly, the internal evidence x)f revelation 18 
properly of two kinds. A few considerations 
will be sufficient to illustrate the nature of each. 

1. Of the relafioli which the Bible sustains 
to the world within us. 
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I 

Man is constituted with a definite and limit- 
ed mtellectual nature. I say definite and lim- 
ited, for the modes in which he can employ 
his powers are prescribed, and cannot be in- 
creased ; and, yet more, although the extent 
of possible and fliture humanattainment cannot 
be decided, yet the actual limit of average 
human power, for any particular period, is a 
matter of history. Now if the moral views of 
the authors of the Bible were not only incom- 
parably superior to those of the men of their 
own times, but if, besides being superior in 
degree, they were infinitely dissimilar in Jcind, 
nay more, if, notwithstanding the vast progress 
of our race in acquired knowledge and in in- 
tellectual power, they still maintain the same 
relative distance, unapproached and unap- 
proachably, there is surely ground for the sup- 
position that they who thus wrote, were spe- 
cially taught by the Spirit of infinite wisdom. 

This relation between revealed and discover- 
ed truth is in striking analogy with the relation 
which is every where to be observed, when 
the things of this world and those of the other 
world are made the subjects of comparison. 
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. The knowledge of man is of necessity relative ; 
that of Deity is absolute. The one is conver«t 
sant only with the modes in which objects 
affect us, the other with the objects as they 
essentially exist. It is thus manifest that ha- 
man knowledge can by no possible augmenta- 
tion make any approximation to Divine knowl- 
edge. Thus also, time though multiplied 
forever, acquires no similarity to eternity. 
And thus, though the intellect of man should 
expand forever, still would there remdn the 
same unchangeable disparity between the con- 
ceptions of the creature and the conceptions of 
the Creator. ' For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor my ways your ways, saith the 
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my thoughts higher than your 
thoughts, and my ways, higher than your ways.' 
Again, man is formed with a definite mordl 
nature. He is capable of discerning the qual- 
ities in actions termed right and wrong, and the 
attributes of character termed holiness and sin. 
He instinctively venerates the one and disap- 
proves of the other. And although he might 
not be able, unassisted/to^form a suitable con- 
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.ceptkm of the holiness <^ Deity, still he feds 
that all which is glocious in moral purity, be- 
longs by necessity to the Divine nature. He 
has, moreover, a conviction of his^own sin&d- 
ness, of his desert of punishment, and of his 
need of reformatbn, pardon, and acceptance 
with his Creator. Now, when the matter of 
revelation is unfdded, it is fi)und to be in per* 
feet harmony with the moral nalure of man ; 
to furnish a remedy precbely adapted to the 
removal of the moral maladies under which he 
is su&ring ; and to exhibit a way of reconcilia- 
tion with God on which the soul of the penitent 
sinner rests with a confidence which death itself 
only renders more stedfast and more^hunphant. 
In this exquisite adaptation of the truths 
of revelation to the mcnral nature of man, 
we find the element of another ailment in 
support of their divine origin. We think it 
evident that no being, but Him who created 
the moral nature of man, could have devised a 
system of truths so in harmony with it ; that 
no being, but Him who perfectly understood 
the relations betweai God and man, the obli- 
gations resulting fix»n these i?dations having 
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been.violatedy oould have suggested a way c£ 
reconciliatkm which should at the same time 
secure both the honour of the one party, and 
the safety of the other. And, let it be re^ 
membered here, that the principle on which 
this argument rests, is one of daily application 
in the ordinary afiairs of life. When two 
complicated parts of the same system are found 
perfectly to correspond with each other, who 
ever doubted that they proceeded from the 
same intelligence ? In the adaptation of the 
laws of light to the eye, who does not perceive 
the proof that light and the eye were made by 
the same Creator ? In the exquisite harmony 
between the laws of the universe and the in- 
tellectual nature of man, who can escape the 
conviction that they both acknowledge the 
same Original ? We only apply this acknowl- 
edged principle to theology, when, from the 
adaptation of the system of mcnral truth con- 
tained in the Bible to the moral nature of man, 
we infer that the Bible is the word of God. 

2. Of the relation which the truths of the 
Bible sustam to the world without us. 

It is, I presume, univeisally admitted, that 
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man b constituted with a power of discerning, 
in the actions of human beings, a m<^ quality 
by which such actions are denominated eithef 
right or wrcMig. Now experience, entirely 
irrespective of revelation, has demonstrated 
that a regulalr order of sequence has been es- 
tablished in respect to this moral quality of 
actions. By this, I mean, that pecuUar con- 
sequences are universally found to follow ac- 
tions denominated right, and other peculiar 
consequences to follow those actions denom- 
inated wrong. And further, since these orders 
of sequence are established, they are properly 
termed laws, and since they respept morals, 
they are termed moral laws. And, yet more, 
as these consequences are of such a nature that 
happiness is the result of doing right, and mis- 
ery the result of doing wrong ; as this order 
must have been established by our Creator, 
and, as he has made us sensitive beings, we 
discover in every such sequence a distinct in- 
timation of his will. Since He is infinitely 
benevolent, we know that where, under the 
cmistitution which he has fonned, the estab- 
lished tendency of an action is to the happiness 
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of Qian, He wills us to do it, and that wb^re 
the estiddished tendency of an aclkm is to 
misery, He wills us to leave it undone. .From 
the observation of these moral sequences, 
therefore, we learn the will of our Creator. 

But every one, in tibe least acquainted with 
the history of philosophy, must be aware, that 
much time and many experiments are neces- 
sary, in order to verify Any established law. 
The succession must he observed in various 
situaticms, by different individuals, and at dif* 
ferent periods, before we can distinguish an 
established fiom an accidental succession. And 
again, antecedent and consequent succeed each 
other, in different cases, at very dissimilar in- 
tervals. And the longer the interval between 
the occurrence of the <Hie and the occurrence 
of the other, the greater will he- the length of 
time necessary for verifying the law. 

It is, however, the fiict, that the interval 
elapsing between cause and effect in morals, is, 
in comparison with that in physics, exceedbgly 
wide. Thus, the consequences of youthful 
vice may not be experienced until decrepit old 
age. Parental widkedness may not be pun-^ 
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ished, untU the second at third generation. 
National sins may not meet their full desert, 
nntil after the lapse of centuries. Hence the 
<fifficulty of observing moral experiments, and 
hence do we account for the fact that the pro- 
gress of moral science, in so far as it has de- 
pended upon observation, has been so remark- 
ably tardy. 

It is, however, worthy of remark, that, since 
the universal tendency to freedom in the human 
race has cultivated the habit of philosophks 
sagacity, and the press has so greatly enlarged 
the field of observation, and at the same time 
rendered the results of that observation a mat- 
ter of permanent record, the progress of man 
in moral science has been greatly accelerated. 
The evidence of this, is seen in the fact that 
the whole world is engaged in the work of re- 
f(MTO. Every change in the form of political 
constitutions, by which a nearer approximation 
is made to the acknowledgment of equality of 
rights, every instance of the removal of anti- 
quated laws by which the industry of a people 
has been crippled, or their rights of conscience 
violated, every instance of improvement in the 
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laws for the prevention of pauperism or the 
punbhment of crime, is a distinct exemplifica- 
tion of the progress of moral science. It is an 
evidence that the laws of human society are 
becoming more closely conformed to the moral 
laws of the universe. 

I have, thus far, spoken of the progress of 
moral science as conducted by observation. 
I think that the considerations just suggested 
are sufficient to show, that this progress must 
of necessity, in the early periods of our race, 
be but tardy, and that this science can never 
be cultivated, in amplitude or with exactness, 
except in the advanced stages of society, and 
under circumstances in which opportunity is 
afforded for observing, ^th philosophical ac- 
curacy, the connexion betwe'en events which 
have transpired at periods of time firequently 
very distant fit>m each other. Now, let us 
with this fact combine another, namely, that 
civilization has always advanced, just in pro- 
portion as the laws of society have been con- 
formed to the ethical precepts of the Bible ; 
that every mcnral experiment has thus far fiiiled 
wlbich has not been conducted upon principles 
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of the Bible ; that^ in the progress of society^ 
no moral law has be^i discovered which the 
Bible had not pre^viously revealed ; that the 
Bible does, in fact, exhibit the moral system 
of the universe^ with a comprehensiveness and 
and exactitude which leaves nothing to be 
wished for ; and, in fine, that this ethical system 
was first promulgated by a few illiten^e and 
naturally narrow minded peasants and fisher^ 
men, in a secluded comer of the Roman Em- 
pire, at a period when the state of society did 
not allow of the observation necessary for im- 
portant moral discovery. I say, let any man 
candidly compare these sbgular facts, and I 
think he will see at least some reason for be- 
lieving, that ' holy men of old spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.' 

Several additional considerations will^ in this 
place, readily suggest themselves to those at 
all conversant with reflections of this kind. It 
would, for instance, be interesting to show how 
exactly the attitude, which the God of nature 
assumes towards the inqilirer after physical 
truth, correspcMids with that which the God of 
revelation assumes towards the inquirer after 
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mosBl truth ; audi aldo, how uoiTersaltjr the 
principles of moral govommetit revealed si the 
Bible) are in hannQiiy with those vrbidk we 
know to be actually adopted in the moral, sy^ 
tern of the 4iniverse actually existing around 
us. These discussions^ howeVer> would extc»id 
these remarks too &r, and must^ therefore, for 
the {M^esent be omitted. 

It is to a consideration of the internal evi« 
dences of Christianity, very much, if I mistake 
not, upcMi the principles which t have endear** 
oured to illustrate^ that the present work is 
devoted. It is divided into two parts, first, 
the Bible con^dered alone ; and second, the 
Bible compared with experience. In the first 
part it treats of the excellence of scripture and 
the accordance of its parts, of prophecy as 
compared with history, of the Supreme Being, 
of the moral law, of the example of Christ, of 
the general account of the Saviour, of the 
Father, Son, and the Spirit, one God ; and, 
m the second part, of a future life, of the moral 
government of God, of the sinfiil and enslaved . 
condition of man, of repentance and mediatbn, 
and of the fitness 6( the scheme of redemption* 
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It will at o&ee te seeo, from tiie ftbove enu^ 
meration (^ tc^icsy that i^l tbe most important 
doctrm^ of revelation are presettted to view^ 
These are unfold^ with so nmch clearness^ 
simplicity^ and distinctness^ in a manner so 
entirely divested of the technic^ies of thed^ 
ogy and the subtleties, of the schools^ that the 
candid inquirer after truth, as well as the de^ 
vout believer, camiot, I think, read the work, 
without being instructed and refreshed. The 
bearing of each separate doctrine upon the 
eviifences of revelation is shown with candor, 
and yet with precision, widi a suitable respect 
for the understandings of those whom he wishes 
to ccmvince, and yet with a deep conviction of 
the importance of belief from the heart to their 
eternal well being. It is, however, to the de- 
vout believer that tlie present treatise will 
probably prove most acceptable. Many a 
man who reposes bis hopes kf eternity upon 
the promises of the Bible, is entirely unac- 
quamted with the external evidences of its 
authenticity. From its correspondence with 
his own moral nature, however, and with the 
moral universe around him, he fedi that the 
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Bible is true, and he relies upon it with un- 
wavering confidence. If such a man will take 
the trouble to read the following pages with 
attention, he will be gratified to find this feeling 
analyzed, and shown to be as philosophical a 
ground of belief as any other. 

But this is not all. I have remarked above, 
that, in the study of the external evidences of 
revelation, we consider merely the jproofiy 
without any regard to the matter, of the divine 
reccMtl. This is merely an intellectual proce3$, 
and. takes no hold upon the moral afiections. 
Hence, it has not unfirequently happened that 
religious men have undervalued this branch of 
investigation, because, though it was in fact 
connected with religion, it seemed to benumb 
their feelings towards the subject of religion 
itself. Now, without stopping to examine the 
correctness of this decision, it will be sufficient 
fcMT my purpose to remark, that no such effect 
need be feared fix)m the study of the internal 
evidences of the Bible. In this case, we com- 
mence with the examination of the matter of 
the book itself. We cannot proceed a step in 
our investigation, unless our eye is fixed upon 
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the holy oracle. And yet. further, the more 
thorough is our acquaintance with its contents, 
the more deeply we are imbued with its 
spirit, and the more powerfully our imagina- 
tions are exalted by its cwiceptions, and our 
consciences aroused by its disclosures, the more 
powerful will be the conviction of its truth 
upon our understandings. Hence, no man 
was ever known to.be thoroughly peneti-ated 
by the truths of the Bible, who was not also 
thoroughly convinced of its Divine original. 
Thus, every attempt to improve ourselves in 
piety, increases the materials of our evidence 
of the truth of our religion. 

I shall now, in conclusion, offer a few re- 
marks upon the manner m which this subject 
should be studied. 

I remark, in the first place, then, that studies 
of this nature require thought. 

As this announcement may seem discourag- 
ing to some of my readers, I beg to be allowed 
a few words by way of explanation. 

I fear that it is too ofien the case that works 
upon the evidences of religion are productive 
of much less practical effect than might be 
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reasonaUy anticipated* Otherwise, why is it 
the fact> that) while books, and good ones, on 
this subject, are abundant, and are frequently 
read, very few persons are able to exhibit the 
proofe on which the authenticity of revelation 
depends ? Men read works of this kind, as 
they would read a novel or a newspaper ; after 
they have laid the book aside, they remember 
neither the individual &cts nor their bearing, 
upon each other, nor upon the question at 
issue, and then feel surprised that they are not 
mcMre deeply impressed than before with a con^ 
viction of the divine authority of the scriptures. 
Let us not deceive ourselves. There is no 
magic in looking upon a book. If after we 
have closed it, we know nothing that is in it, 
we, are in the same mental state as before, and 
it is surely no cause of wonder that we are so. 
We hear much said, in the present day, of 
the march of mind, and of the glorious intellec- 
tual achievements of the passing age. Now, 
while we should cherish a very benevolent 
sympathy with the exulting views of youthful 
orators and legislators when discoursing upon 
this subject,nt might be well to remember, that 
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the cause of truth would perhaps be as sue- 
cessAilly promoted, if the indicatioiis of this 
prepress were specified with somewhat more 
of exactness. In so fitr as intellectual progress 
is to be measured by desire of change and im- 
patience of restraint, by contempt for precedent 
and love for experiment, by thirst for individ- 
ual &cts and intrepidity in forming eonclusions, 
the present age is doubtless pre-eminent. But 
in so &r as that progress is to be determined 
by carefiil observation and exactitude of knowl- 
edge, by patient thought and thorough inves- 
tigation, the &cts in the case might perhaps 
admonish us to be somewhat ^ashamed in 
this same confident boasting.' 

Let us not be deceived. The laws of the 
universe are not to be altered, either by the 
modifications of society or by our opinions re- 
specting ourselves. Valuable knowledge can- 
not now be obtained without intellectual eflFort ; 
nor could it ever. The exercise of the imag- 
ination will always differ from the exercise of 
the understandmg, until the constitution of 
human nature be changed. In the one case, 
conceptions spontaneously arise in our minds. 



d by Google 



XX INTRODUCTOEY EBBAT. 

as we peruse the pages of the poet or novelist 
or traveller ; we are pleased or displeased with 
them, and here our labcM:, or rather our amuse- ^ 
ment, ends. In the other case, fh)m individual 
fects we deduce general principles, or, pursuing 
a connected series of premises, arrive at a ce^ 
tain conclusion. This latter process requires 
the exercise of memory, abstraction, generali- 
zation, and of that power of the mind by which 
we decide, at every step, whether, in the words 
of Bishop Butler, ' the thing proposed to be 
made out be really made out or not.' Now, 
the study of the evidences of revelation betongs 
to this latter class of mental exercises, and it 
requires the same kind of labor as any other 
investigation after truth.* Let us not, then, 
neglect these studies because the subjects in 
which they are employed may seem obscure, 

• * It must be acknowledged, that some of the follow- 
ing discourses are very abstruse and difficult, or if yon 
please obscure : But I must take leave to add, that those 
alone are judges, whether or no and how far this is « 
fault, who are judges whether or no and how far \t might 
have been avoided. — Those only who will be at the 
trouble to understand what is here said, and to see how 
far the things here insisted upon, and rAt other things, 
might have been put in a plainer manner ; which yet 
I am very far from asserting that they could not. — 
Bp. ButUr^s preface to sermons preached at the RdUs» 



d by Google 



INTRODUCTORY BSf3AY. XXI 

but let US rather put forth that patient effort 
of intellect by which that obscurity will be 
dissipated. Let us devote time to the subject.. 
Let us make leisure for it. Let us become 
acquainted with the fects, and familiar with the 
individual steps of the argument ; let us spread 
them out in their connexion clearly before our 
minds, until we can rest with intellectual con- 
fidence upon the conclusion ; and then shall 
we be ready always to give an answer to every 
man tljat asketh a reason of the hope that is 
in us, with meekness and fear. 

Secondly. Not only does this study require 
thought, it moreover requires that we should 
know what we are thinking about. From 
forgetfulness of this simple principle, many 
persons, who seem really desirous to know 
what is true, remain in unbelief; and many 
who believe, are very inadequately aware of 
the grounds on which their belief rests. * 

Let it be remembered, then, at the begin- 
ning, that the questbn at issue is. Are the facts 
asserted in the Bible proved. Let this ques- 
tion be first divided into two : 1st, When is any 
feet proved? — And, 2d^ Are these facts proved? 
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In answeEing the first question, we mast 
examine the principles of evidence as they are 
laid down by writers upon that subject, and as 
they are practically apphed in our courts of 
justice, or anywhere else when facts are in- 
vestigated. This inquiry is to be pursued, 
without any respect to the bearing which it 
will have upon the subject of revelation. We 
are to satisfy ourselves on this subject, by an 
appeal to the acknowledged laws of the human 
mind ;, and until we are thus satisfied, it is of 
but little use to advance farther. For how 
shall we be able to decide, whether or not 
these facts be proven, when we are unable to 
decide whether or not any facts are proven ? 
What can be expected from a search, when we 
do not know what we are in search of? Hence 
it is, that many men, who have read much on 
the subject of the evidences of revelation, re- 
main unbelievers. They have never definitely 
answered to themselves this simple question, 
When is any fact proven ? 

Having setded this preliminary inquiry, let 
us honestly, candidly, and intrepidly, apply the 
principles by which we decide upon the au- 
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"AenUcity of any other fitct, to the evidences of 
levelatbn. Let ixs do this with patient and 
persevering e£brt. Let us examine fact by fact) 
mnd connexion after connexion ; let us review 
each step, until we have the whole mass of 
file aj^ment in distinct and well defined view ; 
let us thoroughly explore every objection, and 
compare it with the objections which might 
equally well be made against any other well es^ 
tablished truth ; and when this shall have been 
done, we think there will remain but few un- 
believers in the Divine authority of Christianity. 
And, lasdy, I would add a word respecting 
the manner in which the present work should 
be studied. It should not be read hastily. 
Let a single portion, for instance, a chapter, 
be read. Let time be then taken for reflec* 
tion, until the truths which it contains have 
made some impression upon our mind, and 
awakened some sensibility in our conscience* 
Let a man then reflect, that he is an intellect* 
ual and moral being, responsible to his Creator 
for the powers with which he is endowed, that 
he is an immortal being, and must answer 
throughout eternity for the manner in which 
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these powers are applied. Let him theo ask 
himself some such questions as these — Does 
not my conscience testify that the Deity must 
be such a bemg as the scriptures represent ? 
Is not the moral law such a law as such a being 
must have promulgated ? Is not the condition 
of man such as the sacred writers describe ? 
Is not the way of salvation such as thatKX)ndi- 
tion imperatively requires I and are not the 
moral principles of the Divine Government, as 
unfolded in this boc^^ such as I see exempli- 
fied in the whole moral universe around me ? 
How he can answer these questions, otherwise 
than affirmatively, I know not ; and, having 
go answ^ed them, I know not how he dan 
avoid the conclusion, that ^ all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God.' 

It is my sincere pray«r that the ensuing 
pages may be useful in turning many fi?om the 
error of their ways, and in confirming believers 
m their most holy feith* 

F. WAYLAND. 

BrowB Uahreraity, Oct. 15, 1833. 
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EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 



PART I. 

THE BIBLE CCWSWERED ALOJfE, 

In endeavouring to unfold *' the portable eW« 
dence of Ohristianity/' it will be well for us 
in the first instance, to consider the Bible as 
the signal object of our attention, and to take 
a brief view of its native, inherent claim ta 
divine authority. Were that sacred volume 
more of a daily companion and intimate friend 
to us — did the words which it contains dwell 
in ouj hearts — did we "bind" them "for a. 
sign" upon our hands, and as " frontlets" be-. 
tween our eyes— our lingering doubts respect- 
ing Christianity and its doctrines^ would sooa 
3 
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fade away. Not a trace of them would be left 
to mar our peace or to interrupt our communioa 
with God. 

It ought however to be premised, that if 
we bring to the investigation of Scripture a 
haughty and self-sufBcient spirit, we shall be 
little likely to form a just estimate of its contents. 
It is a marked and peculiar feature of the Chris- 
tian system, — and one which strongly indicates 
the wisdom of its contriver — that God hides 
the secrets of his love from " the wise and pru- 
dent" (that is from those who account them- 
selves such) and reveals them unto " babes." 
" The meek will he guide in judgment ; and 
the meek will he teach his way." Let the 
humble man study the Scriptures in the remem- 
brance of his own ignorance. Let him, as a 

'matter of course, expect difficulties — knots 
which he cannot untie — just as every sound 
philosopher expects them in his investigation of 
nature. Let him remember that the whole 
scheme of Christianity professes to be ordained 
of God, and to be revealed to man, for practical 

- purposes. Let him, in his perltsal of the book, 
honestly endeavour to 'apply itscoriteitts to these 
its professed ends. Above all, under a sense 
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of his weakness and liability to error, let him 
fervently pray God to correct and enlighten his 
understanding and to assist him in his- search 
after truth. What will be the consequence ? 

I believe it will inevitably be this — that the 
more he becomes acquainted with the Scrip- 
tnresy the clearer will be his view of their 
beauty, their harmony, and their strength ; and 
the more deeply will he therefore be impressed 
with the belief that they are the oracles of God. 



SECTION I. 

Oir THE EXCELLENCE OF SCRIPTURE, AND ON THE 
ACCORDANCE OF ITS PARTS. 

There are no writings in the world, which 
contain history so important, poetry so sublime, 
delineation of character so instructive, devo- 
tional compositions so tender, and maxims so 
wise and useful, as the Bible. But the moral 
and spiritual force of the sacred volume is that 
which chiefly serves to fasten its contents on 
the mind of every honest inquirer, whether 
more or less educated, and to produce a settled 
conviction of its divine origin. 
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No man can be in the habit of reading the 
Scriptures with attention, and in a humble 
devotional spirit, without finding himself the 
better for the book. It will be the means of 
exalting his views of the Supreme Being ; of 
awakening his love for the Redeemer ; of ani- 
mating his desires after holiness ; and of im- 
buing him with charity towards his M\ow 
men. Thus, on the general principle alluded 
to in our preface, that tohcU is good is tru&, his 
mind will gradually be given up to an unfeigned 
belief of its contents. 

It is especially worthy of remark, that many 
parts of Scripture are so full of instruction — 
the mine is so deep and so richly stored ^ — that 
the treasure is never exhausted. A man may 
return to the same passage a thousand times, 
yet never with the feeling of satiety ; seldom, 
perhaps, without deriving from it some fresh 
lesson, important to the religious life. This 
may be regarded as one of the sure marks of 
inspiration. 

Another mark of it is the concentration of 
much and varied instruction within a very 
small compass. A single verse, or part of a 
verse, penned' by a prophet or an apostle 
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singular and original in its character — will 
often furnish materials for useful and edifying 
thought to an almost unlimited extent. What 
a vast field for profitable reflection, for example^ 
may be found in the declaration of David, that 
'' The Lord God is a sun and shield ; the Lord 
will give grace and glory ;" and again, that 
" He will beautify the meek with salvation ;" 
or in the words of wisdom, " All they that hate 
me, love death ;" or in the doctrine of Paul, 
'' To be carnally minded is death, but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace ;'' or in the 
address of Peter, " Elect, according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprink- 
ling of the blood of Jesus Christ ;'' or in the 
saying of John, " God is love." A surprising 
number and variety of important ideas are sug- 
gested to the mind by each of these passages, 
and by a multitude of others of a like character. 
It is true that similar modes of expression are 
now of^en used, by uninspired writers ; but this 
circumstance only strengthens our argument, 
because the Bible is the original fountain 
from which they are derived^ It is a text book 
for moral and religious teaching, which knows 
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no rival, and to the use and i^lication of which 
there appears to be no limit. 

We cannot calculate the amount of good 
which has been effected since the Christian 
era, by the ministry of the gospel and by the 
works of religious authors*^ Yet no preachers 
of the gospel, no writers on religion, have ever 
added any improvement to Christianity as it 
was first revealed. Whatsoever, in the preach- 
ing or writings of modern Christians, has any 
tendency to convert, purify, and save the souls 
of men, never fails to be found in its original 
form, in the Bible. How can we account for 
this unquestionable fact, except by the inspira- 
tion of the sacred writers t 

The divine origin of Scripture becomes yet 
more evident, when we reflect upon its larger 
masses. The Psalms of David, for example, 
were composed a thousand years before the 
Christian era ; yet even now, after the lapse of 
so many agfes, they are daily food to multitudes, 
and are found applicable to Christian experi* 
ence, the deepest, and the most various. Does 
not this fact afford a palpable proof that they 
were given by inspiration ? 

When we meditate oo the simplicity, bar- 
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mony, and edifying tendency, of the four Gofr 
pels, and on the information which they con- 
tain reacting the life, character,, doctrine, 
death, and resurrection of Christ, our minds 
are filled with light ; and we cannot refuse to 
allow that these unrivalled memorials were 
given to us of God. 

I conceive that no man can truly imbibe the 
meaning of Paul, Peter, and John, in the 
doctrinal parts of their epistles, without arriving 
at a strong conviction, that doctrines so distinct 
and various, yet so exactly balanced ; so novel 
Und extraordinary, yet so satisfactory to the 
judgment, and so influential on the heart, must 
have flowed from the source of all knowledge 
and wisdom. Nor would any candid mind 
be likely to form a diflerent opinion respecting 
the rich and full morality, which is to be found 
in the preceptive parts of those epistles, and in 
that most practical of treatises, the epistle of 
James. 

As a last example we may mention the 
Revelation ; for although that remarkable book 
abounds in difficulties, a fair consideration of 
its contents will convince us, that nothing but 
the pen of iospiration could have drawn such m 
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picture of the then future destinies of the church, 
of the fearful struggle which she must still main- 
tain against the powers of darkness, and of her 
complete victory and endless glory. 

Thus, it appears, that both the smaller and 
larger divisions of the Bible bear evident marks 
of that divine wisdom from which they origina- 
ted ; but our convictions on the subject cannot 
fkil to be greatly strengthened when we observe 
the harmony of sentimetit and doctrine which 
pervades the mighty whole. The Bible con- 
sists of numerous distinct works, — historical, 
prophetical, and didactic, — composed at a va- 
riety of dates, by very many individuals inde- 
pendent of each other, who differed in charac- 
ter, circumstance, and condition ; and yet these 
writings all point in one direction, and combine 
in developing one system of truth. It seems 
impossiUe to account for this general result, 
>except by the fact, that their authors all wrote 
tinder the influence of the same Spirit : 

« Wbenoe these agreeing truths 1 or how or why ' 
JShould all conspire to cheat us with a lie 1" 
I 

The harmony of Scripture is the more re- 
narkable, because this system of truth was 
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unfolded by degrees. While the successive 
revelations recorded in Scripture admirably 
coincide, they manifest a gradual progress 
towards perfect light. The moral principles 
which were revealed to our first parents, arid of 
which there are many traces in the history of 
the patriarchs, were confirmed and reduced to 
a code, in the days of Moses ; and the law of 
expiation by sacrifice, of which fi-om the very 
date of the fall, mankind had possessed some 
clear notions, was, at the same period, defined 
and detailed. Yet, the light bestowed on 
Moses and his followers, with regard to morals, 
was preparatory to a still more extensive exhi- 
bition of them under the gospel ; and the types 
and shadows with which the Jewish* ritual 
abounded, were fulfilled in the Saviour of men 
made manifest in the flesh. 

This fact suggests the remark, that besides 
the general harmony of Scripture, there are 
distinct parts of the Bible, composed at long 
intervals of time, which answer to each other, 
just as the image of a man in a mirror, answers 
to the living form. 

Who can deliberately compare the types of 
the law with their great antitype as revealed in 
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the gospel, and take a fair view in suceesaion, 
of the shadow and the substance, of the figure 
and the reality, without perceiving in the agree- 
ment of the one with the other, and in the 
keeping of the whole picture, the unquestiona- 
ble evidence of truth ? 

Take for example the lamb of the passover, 
a male without spot or blemish, not a bone of 
which was to be broken ; and call to mind that 
the sprinkling of its blood o.n the door-posts of 
the Israelite was the appointed means of en- 
suring his safety from the power of the destroy- 
er. What a lively figure of the Lamb of God, 
whose blood, sprinkled on the heart, arrests the 
hand of justice and protects from the penalty of 
sin ! Take again the serpent of brass which 
^Moses lifted up on a pole, that the Israelites 
mortally diseased from the bite of the fiery ser- 
pents, might look upon it in faith, and live.* 
Who does not perceive'in this circumstance an 
expressive shadow of Christ lifted up on the 
cross, to whom the believer, wounded by Satan, 
poisoned with sin, directs the eye of his soul, 
and is healed, and lives forever ?t 

Peculiarly pertinent as shadows of the great 

♦ Num. Wi. 9. t John W. 14. 
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doctrines of the Qosficl were die cetemosies 
practised under the Mosaic law. On the day of 
atonement. Previously to the services of the 
day, the high priest puts off his gorgeous vest- 
ments, and clothes himself in humble yet holy 
linen garments, — offers up a bullock for his 
own sins or errors, and a goat for those of the 
people, — enters once for all during the year, 
into the holy of holies, where were the Cheru- 
bim and the glory of God's presence, — confes- 
ses the sins of the loraelities over the head of a 
second goat, which is suffered to e^ape with 
bis figurative burthen into an uninhabited wil- 
derness -r~ and finally resumes his splendid ap- 
parel and the usual condition of his office. In 
the mean time the bodies of the slain victims 
are burnt without the cg^mp.* 

So the Son of God, the high priest of the 
Christian's profession, divests himself of his 
pristine majesty — assumes his pure yet lowly 
human nature — suffers " without the gate''-^ 
offers up one all-sufficient sacrifice for sin, — 
carries away into oblivion the tran^ressions 
of his people — enters in '' once for air' into 
the holiest place where the angels dwell in 

• Lbv, xvt. 
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glory -^ there appears in the presence of-God, 
for us, — and having made peace by the blood 
of his cross, is exalted at the right hand of the 
Father in all his original honour and dignity. 
There is still another point of coincidence which 
is worthy of notice. On tjiat day of figurative 
atonement, the Israelites were commanded by a 
" statute forever" to afflict their souls. And 
by a decree, alike perpetual repentance is the 
indispensable accompaniment of reconciliation 
with God, through faith in the blood of Jesus. 

It cannot be believed that these and many 
similar resemblances between the law and the 
gospel are the result of chance. StiJi less can . 
we imagine, either that the Jews practised these 
ceremonies and ascribed them to their fore- 
fathers in order to recommend the gospel, or 
that the Apostles invented the gospel as a key 
to the ritual of the law. Significant as that 
ritual is seen to be under the light of the Chris- 
tian revelation, there is nothing in it which 
could have led to the discovery, much less to 
the invention, of those mysterious and elevated 
doctrines, the incarnation and atonement of 
Christ. The plain fact is, that these ancient 
rites were " shadows of good things to come." 
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The shadow and its substance were each made 
known in its season, and the correspondence 
between the two, affords an incontrovertible 
evidence that God was the Author of them both. 

' The general correctness of the history of 
God's ancient people is confirmed by a variety 
of collateral proofs, supplied by the chronicles 
of other nations ; nor will it be doubted by the 
reflecting reader of Scripture, who marks the 
natural and circumstantial character of the 
whole narration, and the accordance of its sev- 
eral parts. Taking it for granted then, that 
this history is what it professes to be, a narra' 
tive of facts, we may observe one feature in it, 
which distinguishes it from every other history 
in the world, and plainly denotes its divine 
origin. In many of its particulars it is capable 
of a typical or spiritual application, and, through 
this medium, is fraught with instruction of the 
most important and enduring nature. This 
remark applies with peculiar force to the lives 
and characters of certain individuals. 

In Meichizedek, the " king of righteousness'* 
atid " of peace," and priest of the Most High, 
to whom Abraham gave tithes of all his spoil ; 
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in the virtuous Jo8q>h who was persecuted and 
sold, and who, through great affliction arrived 
at greater glory, so that both his friends and 
his enemies bent the knee before him; in 
Moses, the meekest of men, the law-giver and 
leader of Israel, the mediator between God and 
his people; in Joshua, who drove out their ene- 
mies from before them, and introduced them to 
the quiet possession of the land of promise ; in 
David, the man after God's " own heart," that 
deep yet patient sufferer, that exalted king, that 
unconquered captain of the armies of Israel ; in 
Solomon, the " king's son," whose peaceable 
government extended on every side, and whose 
wisdom pervaded the thousand secrets both of 
grace and nature, — the student of Scripture 
will not fail to trace the types of that Saviour, 
in whom all these characteristics were after- 
wards so admirably combined, and perfected. 
Whatsoever things are good and glorious in the 
history and character of these real yet typical 
persons, find a common focus in Christ their 
antitype. 

Again, let such a student reflect on the de- 
liverance of the Hebrews from the land of 
Egypt, and from the tyranny of Pharaoh ; on 
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their long continued wanderings in the wilder- 
ness ; on the manna from the skies and the 
water from the rock, by which they were sus- 
tained and refreshed ; on the fiery cloud which 
guided them on their journey ; on the miracu- 
lous passage of the nation over Jordan ; and on 
their final settlement in the land of Canaan flow- 
ing with milk and honey. What Christian 
does not derive from this narrative a delightful 
kind of instruction, while he is reminded by it, 
of the deliverance of Christ's followers — the 
whole nation of belieVers — from the tyranny of 
Satan and from the corruptions of the world ; 
of their pilgrimage on the earth ; of the spiritual 
bread which they ate ; of the spiritual water 
which they drink ; of the rock which accom- 
panies them ; of the light which guides them ; 
of the death through which they must pass ; and 
of the glorious and delightful rest — the heaven 
of abundant blessedness — into which they sh&ll 
finally enter ? 

Historical facts, thus filled with an internal 
weight of instruction, and pointing to the vast 
realities of the spiritual world, must have arisen 
in the peculiar providence of God; and the 
religion with which they are connected, must 
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be His religion. The accordances of revela- 
tion ar9- like those of natpre — numerous, un- 
concerted by man, peculiar, precise. Both 
bespeak as their only true origin^ the wisdom 
and goodness of God. 



SECTION 11. 

ON PROPHECT COMPARED WITH HISTORY* 

The religion of the Bible is attested by no- 
thing more clearly than by prophecy compared 
with its fulfilment. Since the whole course of 
events arises out of the counsels of God, and 
since those counsels are secret and unfathom- 
able, we may rest assured that an actual knowK 
edge of the future, is an attribute which belongs 
to Him alone^ Prophecies, therefore, which 
relate to circumstances so distant, peculiar, or 
complex, as to lie beyond the reach of conjec- 
ture, and which nevertheless are exactly fulfil- 
led, can be traced by any reasonable mind, only 
to the Spirit of our Heavenly Father, to whom all 
things are known, whether past, present, or future.. 
Such prophecies are numerous m the Bible*. 
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In order to take a fiili view of this branch 
of evidence, we must be well acquainted ^ith 
history, and with the present condition of vari- 
ous places and nations. The student of pro- 
phecy, for example, will of cotirse be led to 
compare the predictions of the Lord Jesus re- 
specting the siege and destruction of Jerusalem, 
with the relation which the historian Josephus 
has given of these events ; and he will observe 
that complete agreement between the two, 
which clearly establishes the divine origin of 
the prophecy. Evidence equally strong, but 
Btill more extensive, arises from a comparison of 
the descriptions given by modern travellers of 
Babylon, Tyre, Arabia, Judaea, and many other 
cities and countries, with the prophecies re- 
specting them contained in the Old Testament.* 
Again, in the scattered condition of the Jews 
themselves, and in the contempt and persecu- 
tion to which they have been so long exposed, 
persons even of very limited information, may 
find a standing proof ih^i Moses and other holy 
men of old, who foretold these things, " spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

* The particulars of this comparison are admirably mirolded 
by Alexander Keith, in bis little work, entitled ^ Evidenee of tho 
Trutti of the Christian Religion derived from the literal Fulfll- 
ment of Prophecy.*' 1 vol. ISmo. 

.3 
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But , there are p^rts of the eTidence derived 
from i^phecy, which, independently of any 
extraneous source of information, stand com- 
plete in the Bible itself. Thus the promise 
made to Abraham, that his seed should be like 
the stars of heaven for multitude, and should 
inherit the land of Canaan, was accomplished 
in the course of centuries, and the Bible con- 
tains a full account of the fact. To substan- 
tiate this proof, nothing is required but a com- 
parison of parts of Genesis with the book of 
Joshua. 

When Joshua ha4 destroyed Jericho, he said, 
^* Cursed be the man before the Lord that 
riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in his first-born^ 
and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates 
of it." This prophecy was delivered about 
1450 years before Christ; and the first book 
of Kings contains jEtn account of its exact fulfil- 
ment more than 500 years afterwards. The 
reign under which the circumstance took place, 
and the names of all the parties concerned, are 
there faithfully recorded.* 

* 1 Kings zvi. 34.— "In bis days did Hiel the Rethelite baild 
Jericho : be laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his first-bori^, 
and set up the gates thereof in hiiT youngest son Segub, accofdins 
to the word of the liord which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun.*> 
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When king Jeroboata was sacrificmg to his 
idols in Bethel (b. c. 975,) a man of G^d came 
and ''cried against the altar in the word of 
the Lord, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith 
the Lord ; Behold a child shall be born unto 
the house of David, Josiah by name, and 
irpon thee shall he offer the priests of the 
high places, that burn incense upon thee, and 
men's bones shall be burnt upon thee.'' That 
this prophecy was actually delivered accord- 
ing to this narration, we have no reason what-* 
ever to doubt. Of its fulfilment, about 350 
years aiVerwards, the subsequent history of the 
Jews contains a clear account. There we read 
that Josiah was born of the seed of David 
according to the prophecy, and that he destroy- 
ed Jeroboam's altar at Bethel ; " and as Josiah 
turned himself he spied the sepulchres that 
w^e in the mount, and sent and took the bones 
Out of the sepulchres, and burnt them upon the 
altar, and polluted it, according to the word 
of the Lord which the man of God proclaimed, 
who proclaimed these words."* 

* 2 Kiiij?8 xxiii. 16.— There is a point in this example, which 
aflbrda a strilcing evidence of its authenticity. The propliecy 
states that the priests were to be offered on the altar, and men^s 
bones burnt thereon. The history mentions only the iHiming 
of the bones of the priests on the altar. The history nnfolds the 
true meaning of the prediction, which was that the priests should 
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Jeremiah's predi^ions of the invasioo of 
Judea and the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
armies of Nebuchadnezzar, of the captivity of 
the Jews in Babyloa during seventy years, and 
of their peaceful return to their own land, were 
utterly disregarded by his hearers as improbable 
and absurd. Yet they were all accomplished 
in the course of a century, and subsequent his* 
torians or prophets who probably had no con* 
nexion with Jeremiah, give a clear account of 
the events by which they were fulfilled.* 

Cyrus, king of Persia, the conqueror of Babj« 
Ion and the deliverer of the Jews, was prophe* 
sied of by name nearly two centuries before his 
birth. In the counsels of God he was pre* 
ordained to be the Lord's shepherd, to perform 
all his pleasure — "even saying to Jerusalem^ 
Thou shalt be built, and to the temple. Thy 
foundation shall be laid.^'t Such were the 
words of the prophecy delivered by Isaiah ; 
and who can wish for a more satisfactory ac* 

be oflfered on the altar by the hantmr of their tkeUUnu vp^n tC Yet 
this apparent difftrence would surely have been avoided by a for« 
ger, bad such an one either invented the history as a key to tlie 
prophecy, or composed the prophecy after the event had happened. 

* Compare Jer. I. 14, 15; vi. 1 ; xzxiv. 3; xzv. 6 — 11 ; zxx. 
10 ; xxxiii. 7 \ with S Kings xxv. ; S Chron* xzzvi. \ Szra i. } Daa 

I laaiah xliv. SSj comp. zlv, l^x-4. 
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tount of their tcoomplisfameiit than we find in 
the book of Ezra? 

The genuine&eis of the books of the OM 
Testament and the general truth of its history 
being allowed (an allowance which no sound 
critic will refuse to make,) we have only to 
compare one part of that ?olume with another, ia 
order to satisfy ourselres of the lucid character 
of these and many other prophecies, and of the 
exactness with which they have been fulfilled* 

What could be more precise than the Ian? 
guage in which our Lord foretold his own suf* 
ferings, death, and resurrection, the unfaithful* 
ness of the Apostle Peter, and the sending of 
the Holy Ghost the Comforter t And who caa 
deny that the simple and explicit narrative of 
these events, contained in the New Testament 
itself, affords a satisfactory proof that Jesus was 
a true prophet 7 

These observations, however, af^ly with 
peculiar force to that wondrous line of prophecy 
which runs through the Old Testament, and 
which distinctly relates to the Messiah himself 
— ^that seed of the woman, who should bruise 
the serpent's head.* Prophets who lived in 
• Gmi. iu, 15. 
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mrious ages, and were wholly independent of 
each other — persons of different characters and 
conditions — are found seTerallj contributing 
distinct portions to the general stock of inform 
motion respecting, the deliverer who was to 
come. Through their means, the church is fur- 
nished with a prophetical description of its 
Head and Saviour, in a marvellous degree pre- 
cise and comprehensive. His divine name and 
nature'— 'his incarnation in the nature of 
man* — the nation,* the tribe,*' and the family* 
from which he was to spring — the preaching 
of his forerunner^ — his virgin mother'— the 
place of his birth* — the date of his coming,* 
-i— his righteoqs character' — the meekness, 
humility, and kindness of his disposition* — 
his matchless miracles^ — the unbelief and con- 
tempt to which he was exposed* — the treason 
of his familiar friend" — his vicarious sufferings 
and violent death* — the peculiar circumstances 
by which it was attended ; for example, the 
piercing of his hands and feet,^ the scornful 

a Isaiah ix. 6. Jer. xxiii, 6. 
b Gen. iii, IS. c Gen. xxii, 18. d Gen. xlix, 10. . 

e Isaiah xi, I. /Isaiah xl,3. Mat. iii, I. 

g Isaiah vii, 14. , h Mieah v, 9. i Dan. is, S5. 

J Isaiah xi, 5. A; Isaiah xlii, 2, 3 ; 1, 6. 

I Isaiah xxxv, 5, 6. m Isaiall iiii« 1—3. 

n Psalm xli, 9. a Isaiab liU, 3—7. p Paalm zxU, 16, 
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motions and taiHits of his enemies^^ the paHiog 
of hisgarments, the casting of lots for his ven- 
ture/ and the vinegar given him to drink,*-^ 
bis resurrection* — his ascension"^- his interces- 
sion" — his eternal priesthood"— ^hi» teign of 
^lory' — are all delineated by the pencil of pr<>* 
phecy. . 

Let the student of scripture compare . this 
delineation with the history of Jesus Christ as 
unfolded in the New Testament, a^d in the 
correspondence between the one and the other 
— in the perfect fitting-in of their respective 
parts, both prominent circumstances and minute 
particulars — he will find an evidence of the 
truth of his religion, of which the cavils of 
infidelity will never be able to deprive him. 

The prophecies respecting Qhrist and the 
history of our Saviour in the New Testament 
have been elsewhere compared to a lock anijl 
key, of a structure so complex and extra(ord^ 
nary as to have no parallel in the worlds and 
yet answering to each other with an easy and 
perfect exactness.* We may now observe, in 

q Verses ?> 8. r Verse 18» 

e Psalm Ixix, 31. t Psalm zvi, 10. 

« Psalm ixviii, 18. i? Isaiab liii, 12. 

90 Psalm ex, 1. x Dan. vii. 14, &c. 

« Essays on Chtistianiiy, III^ 3nd ^dlt. p. 60. 
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addition, that a9 the lock and kej are passite 
under the hand of the mechanic who forms 
them, and have no power or tendency what- 
soever to produce each othe^ so it is certain 
^at neither were these prophecies produced by 
the events, nor the events occasioned by the pro- 
ph^cies. 

1. So precise and extensive a correspond- 
ence between prophecy and history as is ob- 
servable in the present example, might possibly 
induce a suspicion that the predictions had 
been forged after the events had happened, and 
were, in fact, a consequence of the history. 
But such a suspicion will readily vanish when 
the subject is examined. The scholar is well 
aware that the existence of these prophecies 
long before the date of the history, is proved, 
£rst, by quotations made from the Old Testa- 
ment, not only by the evangeli^s and apostles 
but by other Jewish writers, such as Philo and 
Josephus : sec<Midty, by a Greek version of the 
whole Hebrew Scriptures made more than two 
hundred years before the Christian «ra ; and 
thirdly, by the very language in which these 
prophecies were written — that pure Hebrew, 
which, when Christ was upon earth, the Jews 
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bad long srnce ceased either to speak or to 
write. 

But we have internal evidence of the same 
truth which is open to every discevning eye. 
The prophecies respecting our Saviour in the 
Old Testament are found scattered over a wide 
surface, and in numerous separate books. Some / 
of them are brief declarations obliquely intro« 
duced — thrown in as hints by the way — and, 
although" full of meaning, obscurely expressed* 
Sometimes they are mingled with predictions 
respecting the temporal concerns of the Jews ; 
sometimes they have a subordinate application 
to some figurative character — such as David 
or Solomon ; and as a whole, they are curiously 
wrought into that system of types, which may 
be described as the peculiar genius of the reli* 
gion of the Hebrews. 

Had it not been for the key with which God 
has provided us in the New Testament, and 
which searches the most curious and hiddeo 
recesses of the lock, many parts of that lock 
would ever have continued latent^ It to an im- 
portant principle, of which we ought never to 
lose sight in reference to Scripture prophecy^ 
that it can be fully interpreted only by it« 
4 
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.ev^ts* Wbenlbe history and doctrine of the 
New Testament are brought to bear upon these 
predictions, we immediately perceire their re- 
lation to a single subject, and not the slighted 
doubt can any longer be entertained respecting 
their true meaning. Nevertheless such is thek 
peculiar position and construction, that no man 
either would or could haye forged them.* Any 
attempt, to compose these prophecies and palm 
them on the world after the date of the events 
to which they relate, would have been unlikely 
and absurd, and success in such an undertaking 
utterly impossibie^ 

2. It has often been observed that prophe- 
cies which relate to circumstances dependent 
on the will and power of man, and on the work- 
ing of human passions, have an inherent ten- 
dency to accomplish themselves. Now it is 
certain Uiat there was no such tendency in those 

* What a striking illastration of these remarks is afforded us 
by the following remarkable prophecy respecting our Saviour : 
" His visage was so marred, more than any man, and his form 
Biore than the sons of men ; so ahaU he sprinkle many nations! 
Isaiah lit. 14, 15. This strange combination of ideas was pro- 
bably quite unintelligible both to the prophet and his hearers. 
But who can now doubt either the meaning or the divine origin of 
the prediction 1 It is the New Testament wtsicli teaches us that 
the sufferings of Jesus were the appointetl means not only of our 
reconciliation with God, but of our obtaining that gift of the Holy 
Spirit, with which, from his throne of glory, he sprinkles [the 
coDseiekicef of] all bis believing foUow6r8.i-See Aots U, 23-^ 
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respecting Christ. The incarnation, miracles, 
resurrection, and ascension, of the Holy One of 
Israel were events which no human power could 
either hasten or delay. And his sufferings and 
atoning death were brought about thi'ough the 
instrumentality of his enemies — persons who 
were so far from rightly applying the prophe- 
cies, that they utterly disregarded and despised 
the truths which many of them contained. 
When the Jews refused to believe in Jesus, and 
rejected their only Saviour ; when they led him 
as a lamb to the slaughter ; when they pierced 
his hands and his feet ; when they gave him 
vinegar mingled with gall to drink ; when they 
mocked him as he was hanging on the cross ; 
when they consigned his body to the rich man's 
tomb, — they little thought that they were af- 
fording to the church in all generations, un- 
questionable proofs that he was the true Mes- 
siah. 

Since then, the prophecies respecting Christ 
and the events of his history precisely corres- 
pond, and since it is certain that the* events did 
not produce the prophecies, nor the prophecies 
the events, no alternative remains but to ascribe 
them both to the wisdom and power of God. 
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SECTION III. 

ON THE SUPREME BEING. 

Every man who reasons fairly from the 
premises with which nature furnishes us, will 
confess that the contrivances with which we are 
surrounded prove the existence of an all-wise 
contriver ; that their uniform tendency shows 
the benevolence of God ; that the moral char- 
acter of his government is made known to a 
considerable extent, in the perceptible order of 
h^is providence ; and that his holiness may be 
inferred from the very nature of that law which 
he has written on the hearts of all men. Yet 
it must be allowed, that it is chiefly through 
revelation that we are thus led to reason from 
creation and providence, and that merely natu- 
ral religion, even with the additional light of 
tradition, has Icfl the heathen world in all ages, 
in a state of great darkness respecting the Su- 
preme Being. 

Surely then it is a convincing evidence of 
the divine origin of the Holy Scriptures, that 
this darkness is removed wherever the sacred 
Tolume is known ; and th^jt prophets; and apos- 
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ties have supplied us with an account of the 
Deity, so luminous and complete that philosophy 
itself can demand no addition to it The sev- 
eral particulars of that account must be familiar 
to the mind of every serious Christian, and ought 
to be the frequent subject of his thoughts and 
contemplation. They may be briefly summed 
up as follows : 

God is one, "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God is one Lord." " There is no God. else 
beside me ; a jqst God and a Saviour ; there is 
none beside me."* 

He is the eternal one — Jehovah — a name 
which denotes that he exists absolutely and 
independently. " I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 
which is and which was and which is to come." 
*' Even from everlasting to everlasting thou art 
God."f 

He created the universe — formed it out of 
nothing. '' In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth." " By the word of the 
Lord were the heavens made, and all the host 
of them by the breath of his mouth." J 

• Ira. xlv. 99. Conip. Matt. iv. 10. 1 Ck>r. viii. 5, 6. 

IPs. xc, 9. Comp. Isa. xliv, 6. Jamet i, 17. Exod. iii, 14. 
F». xxxiii) 6—9. Comp. 1m. xI, 19. xl?, 7. Pi. exlviii, 1—0. 
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He is therefore omnipotent. *' I know that 
thou canst do every thing." " The invisible 
things of God, from the creation of the world, 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and god- 
head." He is also infinitely skilfuL "He 
hath made the earth by his power ; he hath 
established the world by his wisdom, and hath 
stretched out the heavens by his discretion.'* 
The same attributes he displays in reproduction, 
in supplying the wants of his creatures, and in 
maintaining the perpetual order of nature. " He 
causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and 
herb for the service of man." ** Thou sendest 
forth thy Spirit, and they are created ,*^nd thou 
renewest the face of the earth." " In him we 
live and move, and have our being." 

God is the sole Ruler and Disposer of the 
universe which he has made ; and he conducts 
the order of all events with perfect wisdom. 
He is the " blessed and only potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords." "The 
Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens, 
and his kingdom ruleth over all."* " Blessed 
be thej name of God forever and ever, for twV 

* Pt. ciii, 19. Comp. Dan. tU, 9, 10. 
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don and might are his ; ancl he chaogeth the 
times and the seasons ; he removeth kings and 
setteth up kings." ** O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God t 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out I"* 

"God is a jSjptWf,"'." dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach tinto, whom no 
man hath seen nor can see/'t He is also onmi'^ 
present '' Do not I fill heaven and earth, saitb 
the Lord ?" *' Whither shall I go from thy Spir- 
it ? or whither shall 1 fiee from thy presence ? 
If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there ; if I 
Biake my bed in hell, behold, thou art there,"d:'C. 

He hrnos aU things — the past, the present^ 
and the future ; " known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the world." " His 
andersUnding is infinite." " God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all." He perceives 
the secret thoughts and intentions of his intelli- 
gent creatures. ** The Lord searcheth all 
hearts, and understandeth all the imagination^ 
of the thoughts," &c. ; " neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight." 

• Rom. xif 33. Comp. Epb. i, 7, 8. 

t 1 Urn. vi, 16. Comp. 1 Tim. i, 17. Jobs i, 18. 
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Such are the declarations of Scripture re* 
specting what are called the natural attributes 
of Jehovah. His moral attributes are displayed, 
in the same book, with equal clearness. 

God is holy, ** Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of hosts ; the whole earth is full of his glory."* 
^* The liord is righteous in all his Ways and 
holy in all his works." He is " of purer eyes 
than to behold evil." " All that do unrighte* 
ously are an abomination unto the Lord thy 
God." 

He is just^ the moral Governor of the world, 
rewarding virtue . and punbhing vice. '* Say 
ye to the righteous that it shall be well with 
him, for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. 
Wo unto the wicked 1 it shall be ill with him ; 
for the reward of his hands shall be given him." 
In the present world there are many apparent 
interruptions of God's retributive justice; but 
the Scriptures teach . us that in the world to 
come, it will operate without hindrance and 
through all eternity. '' He that soweth to the 
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but he 
that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting." " And these (the wick- 

• iBa. vi, 1— a. Comp. Rev. hr, 8. 
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ed) shall go away into everlasting punishment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal." 
* God is equal "Without respect of per- 
sons," he " judgeth according to every man's 
work." " Is not my way equal, saith the Lord ?" 
" God is no respecter of persons, but in every 
nation, he that feareth him and worketh right- 
eousness is accepted with him." The servant 
who ** knew his Lord's will" and did it not, 
'* shall be beaten with many stripes ; but he that 
knew not, and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
much be required." 

He is good, abounding in kindness towards 
his creatures, our bounteous Protector and Fa- 
ther. " The earth is full of the goodness of the 
Lord." God " giveth to all men liberally and 
tipbraideth not.. ..every good gift and every per- 
fect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights."* " He maketh his 
sun to riso on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.'' 
Yet his beneficence is directed, with pecu- 
liar effect, towards his obedient children , 

* JftDiei i, 5, 17* Comp. Pi. cxiv, 9. Aeto zi7, 15—17. 
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whom he supports and* comforts under every 
trial, and whose aflictions he applies* to their 
highest welfare. " But thou, Israel, art my ser- 
vant, the seed of Abraham my friend....fear thou 
not, for I am with thee ; be not dbmayed, for I 
am thy God ; I will strengthen thee ; yea, I 
will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness."* " All things 
work together ibr good to them that love God : 
to them who are the called according to hi» 
purpose." 

God is merciful ; and his mercy is, of all 
his attributes, the most frequently alluded to in 
Scripture. '* The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and' truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and 
sin." '' Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him ; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon." The mercy of God is nearly 
identical with his love^ under the pure impulse 
of which towards our fallen world, '' he gave 
bis only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

^ Iim xll, 8—10, Coop F». zci, 1, 
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in him should not perish, but have eternal life." 
'* God commendeth his love towards us, in thai 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us."** 
** But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ." 

Finally, He is faithful or true. — ** The word 
of our God shall stand forever." " His truth 
endureth to all generations." '' Also the strength 
of Israel will not lie." " If we believe not, yet 
he abideth faithful ; he cannot deny him8elf."t 
In this attribute, we have an unfailing warrant 
that his law is unalterable, that his judgments 
will be executed, that his mercies are sure, and 
that his promises are ** yea" and '' amen" for- 
ever. 

Such is ^Jehovah, as described in the sacred 
▼olume, — the only true God, eternal, the Cre- 
ator and Ruler of all things, a Spirit, omni- 
present, almighty, omniscient, perfectly wise ; 
holy, just, eqi»il, benevolent, long-sufferings 
merciful ^nd true. Now these divine attributes 
are blended, but not confused. They do not 
weaken, much less nullify each other, but ex- 

* Rom. V, 8. Epb^ ii, 4, 5. Comp. 1 John iv, 1(K 

t 3 Tim. U, 13. Comp. Heb. x, 33- Pi. cii, 9. 
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isting severally and unalterably in infinite 
strength, they meet and combine in perfect 
union. 

This harmony and nice adjustment of the 
various attributes ascribed in Scripture to the 
Supreme Being, must strike every reflecting 
mind. His sole existence, from eternity, coin- 
cides with his creating all things ; his spiritu- 
ality with his pervading all things ; his omni- 
presence with his knowing all things. How 
dreadful would be his omnipotence, were it not 
combined with perfect wisdom ! And how 
worthy is it of all admiration, that although able 
to effect all things immediately by his. jiat^ he 
ever makes use of means, that his wisdom may 
be made known to his rational creatures ! 

Were he not the omnipotent sovereign of the 
universe, he could not be its moral governor. 
Were he not omniscient, he could not render 
to every man according to his deeds. His 
holiness is the basis of his justice ; his justice 
is inseparably connected with his equity. 

Above all, in the Christian doctrine of atone* 
ment, we find a solution of that nK>st difficult 
moral problem — how God can forgive and save 
a sinful race, consistently with the due maio- 
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tenance of bis law. God is ''just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.'' In 
sending his only-begotten Son into the world, 
to bear t|ie penality of our sins, he has shown 
forth in glorious union, his holiness and bi^ 
love — his abhorrence of sin, and his mercy to 
the pinner. 

Now the information which the Bible gives, 
respecting the Supreme Being, whether con- 
sidered as a harmonious whole, or viewed in its 
princips^l details, is to be found originally io 
the Bible alone. Whatsoever of correct the- 
ology is to be met with in the pages of modern 
Christians, or even of deists, is borrowed from 
the sacred volume, — a remark which also ap- 
plies to all that is true in the religion of Ma- 
homet. 

With respect to the ancient heathen philo- 
sophers, their best notions respecting the Su- 
preme Being, were probably derived from origi- 
nal revelation, as well as from the light of 
reason and conscience. Yet these notions weife 
fluctuating and imperfect, often tending on the 
one hand towards idolatry, and on the other, 
towards that absurd doctrine of pantheism, 
which identifies all created things with their 
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Creator, and makes the universe, God. To 
compare the theology even of Plato and Socra- 
tes, with that of Moses, David, or Isaiah, is to 
compare the shades of twilight, with the foil 
blaze of day. When we consider, that the 
Athenians were a highly civilized people, re* 
markable for the cultivation of their mental 
powers, and that the Jews were comparatively 
unpolished and ignorant ; it seems impossible 
to account for this difference by any thing short 
of the doctrine laid down by Paul — •' All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God." 

This argument is addressed to the scholar. 
To the unlettered man, we may safely appeal 
on the simple ground that the account which 
he finds in the Bible of the Creator and Gov- 
ernor of the universe — the Father of every 
rational being — ^ corresponds with his own sense 
of ail that is holy and sublime. When he re- 
flects on the strength and beauty of its several 
parts, and on the harmony of the mighty lyhole, 
his soul is raised and illuminated. There is a 
sure witness in his own heart and understand- 
ing, that this account of God is true ; and that, 
being true, it flows not from the polluted springs 
of man's wisdom, but from the fountain of aU 
truth, even from God himself. 

- Digitized by Google 
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SECTION IV. 

01? THE MORAL LAW. 

Jt is one of the properties of truth that it 
bears to be examined from various points of 
▼ieW) and that its several features, under what- 
soever liglit thejT are regarded, are found sub- 
stantially to accord. What but truth can ac- 
count for the undesigned and unforced, yet 
dear coincidence, betweea the moral attributes 
of God as revealed to us in Scripture, and the 
law communicated to mankind, through the 
same, medium? 

God is holy, and he requires pf his creature 
man a corresponding purity of heart and con- 
duct. He is true and faithful, and his law de- 
mands a uni?ersal integrity. He is just and 
equitable, and whatsoever power we have over 
others, aspajrents, as masters, or as magistrates, 
roust be applied with leven^handed justice and 
strict impartiality. He showers down upon us 
innumerable gifls, and at the same time, com- 
mands us liberally to di^>eii8e th^ blessings 
which we receive. In. his mercy, he forgives 
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our iniquities ; and by his moral code, he binds 
us to forgive one another. Notwithstanding 
our ingratitude and rebellion, he continues to 
bless us both temporally and spiritually; he 
suffers long, and is kind ; and what are the 
parallel precepts of his law ? — That we should 
return good for evil, melt down our enemies 
with charity, and exercise towards all around 
> us meekness, patience, and forbearance. Finally, 
" God is love ;" and the Scripture teaches us, 
that '' love is the fulfilling of the law." 

The moral law, as revealed in Scripture, par- 
takes of the character of its Author, first, be- 
cause it prescribes the practice of every virtue, 
and is therefore " holy, and just, and good -/' 
and secondly, because it is "spiritual" — ^in- 
sinuating itself into the heart, reaching the 
spirit, and convincing the understanding. It 
applies to all circumstances, comprehends all 
conditions, regulates all motives^ directs and 
controls all overt acts. No man who is ac- 
quainted with its precepts, and has observed 
their tendency, will refuse to set his seal to the 
following declaration : *^ The law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul ; the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple i 
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the Statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicipg the 
heart ; the commandment of the Lord is pare, 
enlightening the eyes ; the fear of the Lord is . 
«lean, enduring forever ; the judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether. More 
to be desired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold ; sweeter also than honey, and 
the honey-comb. Moreover, by them is thy 
servant warned, and in keeping of them, there 
is great reward." 

The moral precepts contained in the writings 
of some of the ancient philosophers, especially 
in those of Plato and Cicero, appear to afford 
one evidence am(»g many, that some traces of 
the law of God are to be found in the hearts of 
all men. Although, however these philosophers 
were gifted with an insight into the beauty and 
reasonableness of virtue, it is possible that they 
might derive part of their information on morals 
indirectly from the Jews, or from original re- 
relation; and afler all, it must be confessed 
that their morality, like their theology, was both 
variable and defective. There were in |it two 
fundamental wants, producing a fearful void 
which revelation alone eonld fill. It was desti- 
tute of a fixed standard]^ and of adequate motives. 
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The standard proposed by the Stoics was^ 
the '* eternal fitness of things ;" by the Epicn- 
reans, *' that which produces happinesa;" and 
by the Academicians; ** a resemUance to the 
highest good." Now it is quite evident that 
each of these notions, (not excepting the ladt, 
which has some show of godliness,) leaves the 
whole subject a prey to the speculation and 
imagination of men ; and therefore in a state of 
dark and hopeless uncertainty. It is the Bible, 
and the Bible only, which declares a standard 
of morals, universally applicable to our need, 
and liable to no change. That standard is the 
revealed will or law of God. The voice of 
Christianity proclaims that only to be virtue 
which the law of God prescribes, and that only 
to be vice by which the law is broken. 

In proportbn as the standard of morals is 
variable or uncertain, the motives to action be- 
come inoperative ; because they are not excited 
in the mind by any clear principle, or by any 
acknowledged authority ; and this is probably 
one principal reason why th« practice of many 
of the wisest of the heathen, fell so far short of 
their own theories of virtue and religion. 

The desire of happiness^ for example — the 
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motive of the Epicarean philosophers — is in 
itself a strong one ; yet as long as the line of 
conduct which produces the greiErtest happiness 
is left to be fixed by mere human wisdom, so 
leog will this motive induce mankind to gratify 
their propensities, rather than deny themselves 
any present enjc^ment for the sake of a possible 
future good. 

But the motives to action presented to us in 
Scripture, are of the most binding and influ- 
ential nature. They are the ftar and love of 
God. The Bible: declares, that the ; law of 
righteousness is the law of the moral Governor 
of the universe, who made us, who has a right 
to dispose of u>( as he pleaches, and who will 
render to every one of us according to our 
deeds. We are therefore prepared to under- 
stand the full force of the precept, " Fear God 
and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole doty of man." But the Being whom we 
are thus taught to fear, is presented to us in 
Scripture, as the object of our love, partly be- 
cause he is in himself perfectly lovely — the 
spring and centre of all goodness, — but chiefly 
because he has so abundantly displayed his Jove 
a^d bounty towards ourselves. 
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Hence the first and great commandment of 
the law 18 this : " Thou shall lore the Lord thy 
God with att thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with ail thy mind." Christianity repre- 
sents this commandment, as lying at the foun- 
dation of all true morality, because, while it 
points out our first duty, it supplies us with a 
motive, which leads to the right performance of 
every other duty. 

And here we may briefly remark, that the 
unfolding of the law of Qod keeps pace, in 
Scripture, with the revelation of his love. For 
many ages before the birth of Moses, the traces 
of that great scheme of redemption, by which 
the love of God to man is chiefly displayed, 
.were probably fiiint, and the known require- 
ments of his law appear to have been limited. 
Under the Mosaic dispensation, the fore-shadows 
and prophecies of Christ became clearer and 
more abundant, and the moral law was strength- 
ened and defined in proportion. Under the 
gospel, the love of God in Christ Jesus is ex- 
plicitly revealed to us, and our gratitude there- 
by called into full action; and at the same 
time, the law is developed in all its spirituality, 
and all its comprehensiveness. The extept of 
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obedience required has been adapted, in every 
stage of the progress of truth, to the strength of 
the motive supplied. Yet that motive is always 
the same— <A« love qfOod, who "^^ first iovedtis" 

Now I conceive that the infinite superiority 
of the sacred writers to all uninspired moralists, 
"with respect to these main points — a fixed 
standard' and adequate motives — affords a 
plain evidence that they vrrote by inspiratioa 
— that theirs and theirs only, is the religion of 
God. 

But we shall come to the same conclusion, 
if we examine the morality of Scripture in some 
of its details. Let the literary sceptic peruse 
our Saviour's sermon on the mount ; and let 
him carefully reflect on its principles and its 
precepts. 

Where shall he look, among the heathen, for 
a moral code like this ? Whtire shall he lay 
his finger on any similar display of the nature 
of virtue t Where for example, can he find any 
thing in the pages of Plato or Cicero, on the 
same level with the declaration, '* Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see Godf 
What would the Greek and Roman moralists 
furnish in the room of those nicely balanced 
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s^ymgs, €abh so important in ka place, " Let 
your light so shine before Baen, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven ;" and ** When thou doest 
tbine alms, let not thy l€^t hand know what 
tjiy rigbt hand doeth r Or what would they 
enable ua to substitute for the golden rule, " aU 
things wjhatsoever ye would that men should do 
tet you,^ do ye even so to them f 

What mean the praises of meekness and 
patience, of submission and resignation, with 
which the Scripture abounds I what, the un- 
ceasing calls to communion with God, — to 
prayer and supplication ? These are articles 
in the code of Christianity which are greatly 
opposed to the natural pitide of man, and which 
vary, in the same degree, from the dictates of 
uninspir^ wisdom. Yet every one knows that 
tbeiy work well ki practice ; every one^ought to 
acknowledge that they come from God. 

There is »o virtue on which the Scriptures 
moce freq^iently insist than humility. " The 
sacriBices of God," said David ,^ " are a broken 
spirit ; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise," — a confession which 
remarkably agrees with the words of oar Lord, 
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^Blessed are the poor inspirit; for theirs is 
the kisgdom of heaven ;" and Again, " Who- 
soever exalteth himself shall be abased, and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted." The 
heathen moralists, who prided themselves on 
the excellence and dignity of tJieir nature, would 
have been at a loss to comprehend these say- 
ings. Such precepts are in fact directly op- 
posed to their systems of philosophy. Yet what 
Christian is not aware that lowlinei^s of mind 
and a broken spirit lie at the very root of moral 
excellence, and are useful beyond ^most every 
other grace, in promoting the order and happi« 
ness of our species ? < 

Lastly, the charity enjoined upon us in the 
New Testament is very different from that 
arbitrary and uncertain benevolence, which is 
dictated by our natural feelings. . Christian 
charity is indeed a virtue of heavenly birth and 
efficacy. It springs immediately from love for 
God ; and having thus a right origin, it spreads 
towards the whole family of man, embraces 
enemies as well as friends, extends to thoughts 
as well as actions, and is steadily directed to 
the spiritual as weH as temporal good of our 
neighbour. Were that second great eornmand- 
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ment^ ** Thoa shah Io?e thj neighbour as tbf • 
aelf/' allowed to take Ihe range assigned to it 
in the gospel^ it would soon put an end to all 
malice,, oppression^ and bloodshed, and would 
coDvett this contentious world into one unvary* 
ing scene of harmony and peace. 

In drawing a comparison between the ethics 
•f the* Mucient philosof^ers, and the moral law 
eontained in Scripture, we again address our- 
selves to the scholar. But in making our ap- 
peal to the man who reads his Bible only, me 
may inquire of him whether that law does not 
meet the best feelings of his mind, and coin- 
cide in all its parts with the decisions of his 
•eonjBCiQnce ; whether it is not mavvellottsly dear 
and comprehensive ; whether he does not find 
it, under ^le influence of the Holy Spirit, a safe 
guide in all. the exigencies of life ;> and lastly, 
whether he i(s not happy and at rest, precisely 
in the degree in which he conforms himself to 
its rules. If he be a person of integrity and 
reflection K be wiU be sure to answer these ques- 
tions in tho affirmative ; and in doing so, he will 
fornish himself and others with « satisfactory 
evidence that the kw of Chri/st^aoitj^, is thei 
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SECTION V. 

OJf THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 

The harmonious view presented to us in 
Scripture or the moral attributes of God, and 
-of the law by which he governs mankind, is 
truly philosophical; for the ethical virtues, sucli 
as holiness, justice, truth, and benevolence, can 
never change their tendencies. They are the 
same in their nature and character, whether 
they be regarded as the essential attributes of 
the Creator, or as the borrowed graces of the 
creature. Hence it follows, that as the face of 
a man is seen reflected in a glass, so are the 
moral attributes of the Deity seen reflected, 
under whatsoever diminution, in the conduct 
and character of those persons, who believe and 
obey him. So it was with our first parents be- 
fore their fall ; and we may presume it to have 
been chiefly for this reason, that they are said 
to have been formed in the " image," and after 
the " likeness," of God. 

This image or likeness which was lost in man 
by the fall, is restored to him by redemption ; 
6 
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and believers in Jesus Christ again become^ 
although at an imroeasurab^ distance^ '^ follow- 
ers of God."^ It is evident that on this doctrine 
is founded that awful precept, ** Be ye therefore 
perfect, even a&yoitr Father which i^in heaven 
i3 perfect." 

Since however the Almighty and his attri- 
butes are infinite, and in various respects above 
our reach,, and since we are called to the pra&> 
lice of many virtues which peculiarly belong to 
our dependent state as creatures, it is a delight- 
fnl evidence of the wuidom and love of God,, 
that in his incarnate Son he has provided us 
with a model, at once perfect, and accommo^ 
dated to all our need. In him, the whole law 
of God is embodied, and as it were personified, 
&r the instruction of mankind. 

The first moral quality which ^we ought to 
notice in the character of our Saviour, is purity 
of heart. It was his own doQtrine that '^ bless^ 
ed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 
He is described by on^e apostle, as ^' a Iamb 
without blemish and without spot;" and by 
another, as holy,. harmlesSi undefiLed, separatp 
from sinners." It is expressly declared that he 
^' did no sin ;." that "ia him hno^ ein;" an4 
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the doctrioe of his perfect purity is pro?ed, by 
the fact, that his death was expiatory ; for ex«- ^ 
cept the offering be spotless, there can be no 
atonement made by it, for sin. 

With stainless purity, in Jesus, was united 
a perfect integrity. He was the "just," as 
well as " the holy, one." " Righteousness" was 
'' the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins/' No " guile" was " found 
in his mouth." He was himself '^ the truth." 
, He spake the plain truth to the most powerful 
of his enemies, and unmasked their hypocrisy 
in open day. 

In publicly reproving iniquity, in pronounc- 
ing woes on Jerusalem and other rebellious 
cities, in driving the buyers and sellers out of 
the temple, and in calling upon all men to 
repent because the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand, he displayed an undaunted courage^ and 
a resistless zeal for the honour of God. His 
disciples remembered that it was written of him, 
" The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." 

Yet these qualities were greatly distinguished 
from rashness. During the course of bis. min- 
istry he evinced a remarkable' degree of pru- 
denu ; and in conformity to his own pvecept. 
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was tidt only " harmless «s the dore/' bat '* \ 
as the serpent." He shnnned the breath of 
popularity ; suffered not his admirers to make 
him a king ; forbade the premature publication 
of his office as the Messiah ; and often retired 
into Aesert and solitary places. He would not 
tempt God by casting himself down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, when duty did not call 
for the sacrifice." The divine msdom of Jesus 
was also manifested in the skill with which he 
silenced the cavils of his opposers, in the ex- 
quisite simplicity and appositeneds of his para- 
bles, and in his converting every object which 
attracted his attention into a fresh channel for 
instruction. 

Closely connected with the quality of cour- 
age, is that oC fortitude. The hitter virtue ^as 
displayed by our Lord in a wonderful manner 
after he had been betrayed into the hands of 
his enemies. The conflicts which he had under- 
gone in the garden of Gethsemane, and his 
solemn communion there with his heavenly 
Father, appeared to be a preparation for that 
calm fearlessness which he afterwards displayed 
in meeting a cruel and ignominious death. It 
was a signal proof of the firmness with which 
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he endured his agonies, as well as of the kiiid- 
ness of his spirit, that while he was hanging cm 
the cioss, his mind was direct even to the 
temporal welfare of his friends : ** When Jesus 
therefore saw his mother, and the disciple stand- 
ing by whom lie loved, he saith unto hk mother. 
Woman, behold thy son 1 Then saith he to the 
disciple. Behold thy mother 1" 

The moderate enjoyment of temporal bless- 
ings, with giving of thanks, Jesus encouraged 
>by his example. When he mingled with the 
joyful company at Gana, and turned the water 
into wine, and when he so multiplied the loaves 
and fishes, that they became the super-abundant 
food of thousands, he displayed a hol^ Uberality, 
Yet he triumphed over bodily indulgence, and 
willingly submitted to the severest personal pri- 
vations, for righteousness' sake. *' The foxes 
had holes, and the birds of the air had nests, 
but the Son of man" had *' not where to lay his 
head." What could surpass the sublime sel^ 
denial of his answer, when, after he had been 
fasting ibrty days and forty nights, the devil 
tempted him to convert the stones into bread ? 
''It is written, man ^all not live by bread 
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alone, but by every word that proceedetfa out of 
the mouth of God." 

He was absofotely free from worldHness and 
ambition ; refused all the honours and king- 
doms which " the prince of this world" could 
offer him,* and chose a life of deep poverty. 
His whole career was marked by a perfect dt5- 
interestedness. But we must follow him to 
Gethsemane, and mark his agony and bloody 
sweat; we must behold him crowned with 
thorns, mocked by his enemies and bowing un« 
der the weight of his cross ; we must go with 
him to Mount Calvary, and reflect on the an- 
guish and dark horrors of his death, when the 
sins of all mankind were resting upon him ; 
and with these depths of humiliation and suf« 
fering, we must compare his former elevation, 
— the unspeakable happiness and glory from 
which he abstained. Thus, and thus alone, 
can we form any adequate notion of his self' 
rentmciation. 

This self-renunciation was prompted by pure 
benevolence, a quality which abounded in the 
character of our Saviour. His soul was filled 
with tenderness, and overflowed with love. He 

• Matt. It, 9, 10. Comp. Jobn ziv, 90. 
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ir«pt over the woes of Jerusalem, and over the 
grave of Lazarus. His miracles were for the 
most part works of mefrcy and compassion, as 
well as of power. His benevolence was indeed 
productive of unceasing beneficence, ** He went 
about doing good," — preaching the gospel to 
the poor, feeding the hungry, giving sight to 
the blind, hearing to the deaf, strength to the 
withered, health to the sick, and life to the very 
dead. Nor was his love restricted to his friends ^ 
it flowed freely towards his enemies. In the 
midst of the bitterness of death, he prayed for 
his persecutors, saying, " Father, forgive them^ 
for they know not what they ^.'' 

His tenderness towards children was a re* 
markable trait in his character. He would 
suflfer no man to drive them from him, but took 
them up in his arms and blessed them. He 
said, " Suffer littJe children, and forbid them 
not to come unto me, for of such is the king- 
dom of lieaven." 

The righteous indignation which Jesus dis- 
played in the reproof of vicious men, may be 
profitably compared with his meekness and quiet'^ 
ness in suffering. " When he was reviled, he 
reviled not again ; when ke suffered, he threat-' . 
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ened not" He bore the conljra<UclioB of tin- 
ners and the taonta of bis oppoeers, with im-* 
moveable patience. He appears to have pos- 
sessed an absolute cooiniand over all his feel- 
ings. His temper was like the dove's — in^a-^ 
pable of being ruffled. 

Another instractive contrast may be drawn 
between the dignity and lawHnesa of Jesus* 
He never forgot that just self-respect which 
leads to the inviolate maintenance of the right- 
ful post of duty. Wherever he went, he car- 
ried about with him the dignity of a perfect 
virtue, and to this were oflen added the myste- 
rious influence and authority of a ^ivine power. 
Yet he was ''lowly in heart" He came not 
*' to be ministered unto, but to minister." He 
" took upon him the form of a servant" He 
was obedient, during his yonth, to bis earthly 
parental He paid tribute to Gfiesar, as a faith- 
ful subject He performed for his disciples the 
lowest offices of kindness and courtesy. 

Christianity teaches us that the love of Qod 
is the foundation of all moral eicellence ^ aad 
^esus exemplified this doctrine in his whole 
life, whicb was one of unexampled, uninter- 
rupted, godlimss. He delighted in comiounioii 
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with his heavenly Father, and spent whole 
nights in prayer. Not was it Anr himself alone 
that he communed with his God. His soul 
Qferfiowed with intercession on hehalf of his 
believing followers^ 

Finally, he was in all things conformed to 
the will of his Father. In obedience to that 
will he came down from heaven ; in obedience 
to It he lived and died on earth. His works 
were the Father's works, and his words the 
Father's words. " My meat," he said, " is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to finish 
his work." Nor was it in doing only, but also 
in suffering, that he was devoted without a 
raurmur to the will of God. ** O my Father," 
he cried, *' if it be possible let this^ cup pa$s 
firom me; nevertheless not as I will, but as 
thou wilt," — " not my will, but thine be done." 
. Such was the moral character of the Saviour 
of men ; a most astonishing combination of 
purity, integrity, faith&lness, courage, zeal, 
fortitude, prudence, liberality, temperance, dis- 
interestedness, heavenly*mindednes8, meekness^ 
hunulity, patience, and charity, all founded on 
an- immeasurable love towards God the Fa- 
ther, and on a pevfeot obedience to his will. 
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Here it ought to be refliarked^ that as Ihe 
followers of Jesus, in their pursuit of moral ejr 
cellence, are taught to place their dependence 
on the influence of the Spirit of Ood; so Christ, 
their holy Head, was endued with the same 
influence, but without mmsure. He was the 
'' anointed one" of the Father. He produced, 
in unspeakable ripeness and abundance, that 
*' fruit of the Spirit'^ which is '* in all goodness 
and righteousness and truth,'' and which, in a 
smaller measure, is borne by all those who l9Te, 
serve, and follow him. ' 

In applying the foregoing statement to the 
argument now before us, we have in the first 
pljice to remark that the gospels contain, in 
themselves, a sufficient evidence that the char^ 
acter of Jesus Christ, as developed by the evan- 
gelists, is true — that it was taken from the life. 
Although for the sake of clearness we have* 
stated its several particulars in a regular series, 
these authors have adopted no such method. 
A panegyric of their divine Master, however 
just and merited, and a forrnal declaration of 
his virtues, however incontrovertible, formed no 
part of their plan. They were engaged in Ihe 
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duty of faithful narrationy and the character of 
their Lord comes oat and is made apparent, as* 
it were, by accident, in the history of those va« 
rious events^ by which it was tried, and in the 
course of which it was unfolded. 

The simplicity and native charm of the nar- 
rative, are such as no fiction can imitate. And 
let it be remembered, that the history of the life 
and death of Jesus is recorded by four writers, 
each of whom (while they state many things in 
common) contributes, to the general account of 
him, a variety of particulars to which the others 
have not adverted. The faultless and perfectly 
original character of Jesus stands out to view^ 
as the glorious result of their combined descrip- 
tions. 

That the delineation of such a person should 
be sustained, even by a single writer, without 
any lapse, and should produce a portrait with- 
out any blemish, would be extremely improba- 
ble, were the tale fictitious. But that so many 
distinct and evidently independent writers,, 
should have, described the conduct and deport^ 
ment of Jesus, under so great a variety of cir-. 
cumstances, and still no inconsistency be found 
in the narrative, no flaw in the character — is 
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a fact for whieh nothing can possibly aceoont, 
-but the truth of the whole statement 

Since then our Saviour's character, as pour-^ 
trayed in the New Testament, was real, we 
may receive it as a sure evidence, that the re- 
ligion which he taught is divine. For in the 
first place, we are bound by the laws of testi- 
mony, by plain reason, and by common sense, 
to receive as true, whatsoever was affirmed by 
a man of perfect morality. And secondly, the 
character of Jesus, considered as an essential 
part of a religious system, is in itself a strong 
internal proof that Gcfti-— the Fountain of all 
virtue and loveliness — is the Author of Chris- 
tianity. In vain should we search for the 
description of such a character in the pages 
either of profane history, or of uninspired phi- 
losophy. It stands ^ unrivalled and alone, a 
master-piece of divine wisdom and power, stamp- 
ed with the image of the most high God. 

Between the requirements of the law, and 
the example of the lawgiver, there is no shadow 
of disagreement. Let the inquirer after truth 
reflect on this coincidence ; let him examine 
the nice and easy fitting in of the law with the 
pattern, and of the pattern with the law, and 
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lie will be cdtstrained to confess that both 
originate with that God of harmpny, whose 
works alone agree with a perfect precision. 



SECTION VI. 

OIV, THE OENE&AI. ACCOUNT OF THE SAVIOUR. 

When conversing with the Jews respecting 
his own attributes, Jesus Christ appealed to the 
Scriptures as witnesses to the truths which he 
littered — " They are they which testify of me." 
So also the apostle Paul asserts that the " holy 
Scriptures'^ are able to make " wise unto salva« 
tion, through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 
Our Lord and his apostle here referred to the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament ; but their 
doctrine is applicable with still greater force to 
those of the New Testament The sacred 
writers of both dispensations unite in testifying 
of Christ ; and on the other hand, the descrip- 
tion which they give of him, reflects its glory 
on the Scriptures, and bears witness to the in- 
spiration under which they were composed. 
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In order to do justice to our present argu- 
ment, therefore, we must by no means confine 
ourselves to our Lord* 9 human life and moral 
character ; we must endeavour to take a com- 
prehensive view of his nature, history, and 
offices, as the Son of God, and Saviour of the 
world. 

When Jesus Christ came into the world, he 
proceeded forth from God the Father and- came 
down from heaven. He was therefore with the 
Father and in heaven, before his birth. He 
existed before John the Baptist ; and before 
Abraham himself He was the Lord of David, 
and the living Redeemer of Job. He was with 
God in glory before the foundation of the world, 
— the " Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last ;'' his '' goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting." 

He is the Son of God, *' the only-begotten of 
the Father," begotten before apy thing was 
created. He is the power ai^d wisdom of God 
T—the Word by whom God acts,j and in whom 
he is made manife$t to his creatures. He is 
|he " image of the invisible God ;" ** the ex- 
press image of his, perspn (or substa^<;e."]^. 
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He was " in the form of God," and '/ thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God"—* one with 
the Father, and therefore himself God. " In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." 

'* All things, were made by him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made." 
"The world, was made bj him." .God made 
, the worlds by his Son. By the Son ** were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones^ or dominions, or principalities, or pow-^ 
ers, all things wei^e created by him and for 
him." 

By him also *' all things consist." He up- 
holds all things " by the word of his power ;" 
and he is himself unchangeable — " the same 
yesterday, and to day, and forever." 

He was ** that eternal life which was with 
the Father." "In him was life,, and the life 
was the light of men j" he was. '^ the true light 
which lighteth every man that cpmet^i into the 
world." He preached by his Spirit to the 
world before the flood. I{e inspired the pro- 
phets who spake concerning himself. He w^s 
the spiritual rock^ who. miraculously supplied, 
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the wants of the Israelites — the leader whom 
they tempted to their own destruction. Wh«i 
the law was delivered from mount Shiai, his 
" vwce shook the earth." 

We have abundant reasons for identifying 
him with the " Angel of the covenant," who 
conversed with Abraham, received the vows of 
Jacob, and " redeemed" him " from all evil ;" 
revealed himself to Moses in the burning bif sb ; 
led the Israelites through the desert, in a cloud 
by day and in a pillar of fire by night ;* appear- 
ed to Joshua, in the character of the captain of 
the Lord's host ; drove out the Canaanites from 
the land of promise ; and was manifested in his 
divine character and glory to Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Amos, and Zechariah. He was the 
«ver present helper and governor of God's peo- 
ple, the object of their fear, their love, and their 
allegiance. In him was the name of his Fa- 
ther ; he was arrayed in the attributes of God. 
He acted and spake on behalf of Jehovah, and 
was Jehovah. 

In the fulness of time — at the precise date, 
in the very place, of the nation, tribe, and fami- 
ly, predicted by the prophets, the " Word was 

* Ezod. xi^, 19. CoiDp. zzlH, 93. 
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SHide fle^"— *' made of a woman, made under 
the law*" " As the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise to6k 
part of the same." He was clothed with a hu^ 
man body and a human soul, and having before 
been God bnly, he now became God and man. 
'' God was manifest in the fleshy" 
- He was coneei?ed of the Holy Ghost, and 
born of the Virgin Mary, and his name was 
called ** Emmanuel, God with us." Then did 
the shepherds hear the angel saying, *' Behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all peq)le ; for unto you is born this day 
in the city of David, a Saviour which is Christ 
the Lord." 

Before Jesuls commenced his ministry, came 
John the Baptist, than whom there had arisen 
" no greater prophet," to usher in the coming 
of " the Highest," to prepare " the way of the 
Lord." He pointed out Jesus to the people, 
saying, ** Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world." 

After receiving the Holy Ghost, and after 
i>eing confessed of the Father as his " beloved 
Son," Jesus commenced bis ministry, which 
bwrsl forth with matchlen power and bright« 
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ness. He promulgated the purest code of mo* 
rality ever listened to by th.e ear of man ; he 
'' brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel." He developed the moral govern- 
ment of God, and the responsibility of mnn, 
and unveiled the ftwful secrets of eternity. 
On more private occasions he declared those 
mysterious doctrines of atonement and regen- 
eration, which were afterwards to be proclaimed 
by his inspired apostles, to the whole world. 

The ministry of Jesus was accompanied by 
wonderful works, wrought by the power of the 
Spirit of God, and by his own power. These 
miracles were, for the most part, public in their 
performance, sudden in their operation, aad 
marvellously great in their effects. 

While our Lord was on earth, abundant evi- 
dence was afforded both of his humanity and of 
his deity. On the one hand, he lay a helpless 
infant in the manger ,* increased in wisdom and 
stature as he advanced in years ; performed the 
laborious functions of a minister ; was tempted 
by Satan ; thought, wept, spake, and prayed^ 
like ourselves ; was afflicted, insulted, torment- 
ed, and finally expired on the cross, and was 
consigned to , the grave^ a corpse. On the 
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Other hand/ he searched the hearts and knew 
the secret thoughts of his hearers ; reversed the 
order of nature ; controlled the stormy elements ; 
raised the dead to life ; asserted his equality 
and union with the Father ; and accepted those 
honours which were due to God alone. When 
Thomas *' answered and said unto him, My 
Lord and my God/' Jesus approved his confes- 
sion of faith, and said, '^ Thomas, because thou 
hast seen me, thou hast believed ; blessed are 
they that have not seen and yet have believed/' 
^ The great purpose ibr which the Son of God 
took our nature upon him was the redemption 
of mankind ; and this purpose could be effect- 
ed, according to the eternal counsels of the 
Father, only through his atoning death. " The 
Son of man came to give his life a ransom for* 
HMiny/* He became incarnate, " that through 
death, he might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil/' " Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust^ 
that he might- bring us to God/' " Through 
the eternal Spirit/' (he) " offered himself with- 
out spot to God/' •* Now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himsel£" 
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This Q^rdinal doc^ine of CbristiajiHy is fore* 
shown by the types of the law, declared hy the 
prophets, stated in plain terms by Jesus him- 
self, and fully unfolded by the apostle& Nor 
was it for one part of mankind in preference to 
another, that Jesus died. He ^* tasted deatk 
for every man." He came to save " the irorld." 
He was " the prqpitiation" (or atonement) for 
the sins of the " whole Wotld." 

The death of Jesus, like his birth, was at- 
tended by circumstances which indicated his 
divine dignity. Through the space of three 
noon-day hours, a miraculous darkness^ covered 
the %vhole land ; and when he *^ yielded up the 
ghost," the veil of the temple was rent in twain^ 
the earth quaked, and many bodies of the saints 
who slept arose. And here it oi>ght to be re- 
marked, that as the humanity of Jesus was the 
sole medium through Which he made atone- 
ment for sin — for he died only as man — ^ so it 
was his divinity — his Sonshjp — his perfect 
oneness with the Father — which alone impart- 
ed to his death its mighty efficacy for the salva- 
tion of sinners. 

On the same principle, it was through the 
medium of his humanity, that Jesus fulfilled 
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tbe whole lavr b( God, and beqiieaUied to hid 
disciples in every age a perfect pattern for the 
regulation, of their conduct. Yet surely it is 
because of his infinite worth and dignity in the 
glorious Godhead, that Christ becomes ^'o^ 
righteousness/' and that his righteousness, im«* 
puted to believers, procures for them the reward: 
of a happy immortality. 

" It was not possible'' that Jesus '^afaouid' be 
bdden of death." His body saw no oorraption. 
On the morning of the third day, by his own 
power, and by the power of the Father, he 
arose from the dead, and was seen first by the 
women, next by Simon Peter, then by all the 
apostles, and afterwards by '^ fire hundred bretlK 
ren at oifce." These all bare witness to the glo*^ 
rious fact of his resurrection, by which fkct 
were forever established the realitf of his mi»4 
sion, the efficacy dL his sacrifioe, and the com^ 
pleteness of his victory over Satan. God hath 
*^ begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." 

A^er conversing occasionally with l^ia di»i 
ciples daring forty days, he met them 0a Mount 
Bethany, and there was taken up from them^ 
^d " a doud received him out ef theur sight" 
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He aseended into heaven, and '^ sat down od 
the right hand of the Majesty on high." God 
" set him at his own own right h^^^d in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
po,wer, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come." 

Jesus Christ, in his exaltation, is both king 
and priest As king, he reigns supreme over 
the universal church, militant on earth and 
glorified in heaven, and he rules over the uni- 
verse for the church's sake. As priest, he 
reconciles us to his Father through his blood, 
ministers to all our spiritual need, rebukes oar 
adversary, pleads our cause, and ever lives to 
make intercession for us. 

He is the mediator between God and man, 
in whom '^ all fulness" dwells, and who still 
unites in himself the human and the divine 
natures. In virtue of the former, he is '^ the 
first-born from the dead," whose resurrection is 
the pledge of ours ; and having been tempted 
in all points like as we are, (though ** without 
sin,") he is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities. In virtue of the latter, he bestows 
upon ' his church all spiritual gifb and graces. 
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and with the Father and the Holy Ghost^ is the 
object of religious adoration to the whole ra« 
tional creation. 

Finally, at the hour appointed in the hidden 
counsels of the Father, he will come again with 
great glory to judge the quick and the dead. 
Then shall we hail his manhood as essential to 
his sympathy f and admire the equity of God, 
who has ** committed all judgment" unto Je8U», 
** because he • is the Son of man." Then also 
will he gloriously display his godhead, by raising 
the countless multitudes of the dead ; by fold* 
iog up the earth and heavens as a garment ; 
by detecting the secrets of all hearts ; and by 
rendering to every man according to his deeds. 

At that momentous period, according to th« 
Scriptures, the whole economy of redemption 
will be completed, and the Son will resign his 
mediatorial authority to the Father from whom 
he received it. Yet will he never lose the dis* 
tinctive character of the Lamb immaculate, and 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, he will 
reign " over all" everlastingly ^^^ '* God blessed 
forever." 

Such is the general account given to us in 
the Bihle^ of the naiture^^ history, and qfficea of 
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the Saviour of mankind. The passages here 
^ed ar« both numerous and clear; and to 
these might easily be added a muhitude of oth- 
ers which beat a corresponding and confirming 
testhnooy la the same truths. 

In adducing this account as an internal en- 
denoeof the inspiration of its authors, we may, in 
^hc^ first pliace, notice its originality. Nothing 
loanbe more novel and extraordinary — nothing 
more unlike the inventions of roan — than the 
various parts of which it is composed ; and 
taken as a whole, this delineation of the De- 
liverer of o\ir fallen race is absolutely singular 
mod unrivalled. Plato indeed entertained some 
wandering notions respecting " word or " rea- 
son" as forming part of the Deity ; but who for 
a moment would compare these notions, with 
the luminous description given in Scripture of 
the Word of God, who is the brightness of God's 
f k^y, one with Jehovah, bearing his name, par- 
ticipating in his attributes, and therefore truly 
God! . 

Again, we are aware that gross superstitions 
respecting incarnate deities distinguish the 
idolatry pf the Hindoos and some oth^* heathen 
nations ; and these istiperstitiozis may possibly 
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be the hideous and distorted imitations of tnith. 
But where shall we hear of any thing compar- 
able to the union described in Scripture, of per* 
feet humanity and perfect deity » in our Lord 
Jesus Christ — a union which, although incom- 
prehensible in its modcy is intelligible in its use 
— essential to all the offices of the Redeemer, 
and sustained with the even hand of omnipo* 
tence, through every stage of God's mighty 
scheme for the salvation of sinners ? 

Secondly, let us observe the completeness and 
harmony of this account of the Saviour, A 
multitude of distinct testimonies, given forth in 
different ages, relating to various points of the 
subject, and contributed, without any system- 
atic arrangement, by a host of indepetideot 
writers, are found to coincide with exact pre- 
cision. Without difficulty, they fall into admir- 
able order, and produce a t^Aofe. which mea 
and angels shall never cea^ to contemplate 
with wonder, gratitude, and delight. The book 
which tells us of these things, and sq tells us of 
Ihem, must needs be the book of Crod, 
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\ SECTION VJI, 

OK »ttft fATK^R, TBFE 805, AND THE "«PtllIT, 

CUIB eOD* 

' We have already dwelt on the attributes of 
God the Father, and on those of his only begotten 
Son, who is one with him. But the Scriptures 
niake known to us a third divine Agent -^ the 
Holy Spirit of truth and righteousness — who 
illuminates, converts, and purifies the souls of 
inen. ' 

' When our Saviour was about to quit this 
lower world, he commanded his disciples to go 
and teach all nations, *' baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghbsft j^' from which expressions we learn 
that these servants of God were to baptize their 
converts into that faith, of which the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit are the inseparable ob- 
jects. Now, since it cannot for a moment be 
imagined that a' mei-^' attribute or influence 
could bd presented tons, ais a joint object of 
our faith with the Father and the Son, this pas- 
sage must be regarded as containing a clear, 
evidence of the personality of the Spirit. 
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The same ^ottrin^ appears to have been 
adverted to by our Saviour, when be spoke of 
the Holy Ghost as of one agaiiust whom it is 
unpardonable to blaspheme. , Again, our Lord 
repeatedly describes him as the Coinforter or 
JParacleie of his people, ** When the Comfort- 
er is come, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
yon all things. It is expedient for you that I 
go away, for if I go not away the Comforter 
will not come unto you ; but if I depart, , I will 
send him unto you ; and when, ho is come, he 
will reprove the worW of sin, and of righteous- 
ness^ and of judgment." In all these passages 
the Spirit is described under a personal title, 
and as exercising personal attributes. On the 
same prrociple, we find that it was t^e Holy 
Ghost to whom Ananias and Sapphira lied, and 
whom they conspired to tempt. He it is who said, 
** Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work 
wbereunto I have called them ;" who forbade 
Paul to preach the word in Asia ; to whom it 
seemed good not to burthen the Gentiles with 
Jewish ceremonies ; who divides to every man 
spiritual gifts according to his will ; whom we 
are commanded not to grieve ; and to whom our 
bodies are to be consecrated as a living temple. 
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While the Holy Ghost is thus represented to 
us in Scripture, under a personal character^ the 
attributes ascribed to him are plainly those of 
the Deity himself. God is a Spirit. Invisible 
and spiritual in his nature, he fills his own 
works ; he exercises over them an unseen and 
powerful influence ; he dwells and operates in 
the hearts of men. Nor can we deny the truth 
of the converse of such a proposition. The 
Spirit who fills the works of the Almighty, who 
exercises ever them lin unseen, yet powerful 
influence, who dwells and operates in the hearts 
of men, is God. " The Lord is that Spirit." 

The union of the Father, the ^n, and the 
Spirit in the work of Creation, is conspicuously 
marked in the book of Genesis as compared 
with the declarations of the New Testament. 
When God, the Father, spake and it was done 
—when he said, " Let there be light," and 
there was light, — he created by his Ward. 
And at the same time, "the Spirit of God 
moved, on the face of the waters." It was 
therefore in his true and appropriate character 
that Jehovah spake when he said, " Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness."* 
The same union in the work of Medemftum 
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memofably displayed, when the Spirit de- 
scended iike a dove, and lighted on the head of 
Jesus ; while the voice of the Father was beard, 
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. '^ The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ," said Paul, " and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holt Ghost, be with 
you all, amen."t 

There is no passage, however, which throws 
more light on this subject than the following ; 
" Howbeit" (said Jesus) " when he, the Spirit 
of truth, is come^ he will guide you into all 
truth ; for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he si)eak ; 
and he will show you things to come. He 
shall gk>rify me ; for he shall receive of mine, 
and shall show it unto you. All things that the 
Father hath are mine : therefore said I, that he 
shall take of mine, and show it unto you." Here ' 
the Spirit is spoken of as the guide and teacher 
of the Lord's people, who applies to their under- 
standings and hearts the doctrine of Christ — 
administers to them of his love and grace — and 
thus glorifies the Son, by whom he is commis- . 

* 6«n. i, 96. Comp. Gen Hi, 22. 

t 3 Cor. xiU, 14, Comp. Epti. iv, 4--6. 1 C<Nr. zU. 
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sioiied. Oa the other hand, the mercies <^tlie 
Son are identified with those of the Father, to 
whom he k himself subordinate, and from the 
boundless depths of whose compassion, springs 
the whole mighty system ordained for man's 
salvation* 

Behold then the goodly order of truth. The 
Son is of the Father, — the only-begotten of 
God. The Holy Spirit is the Father's and the 
Son's. The Father 5cnrf5 the Son. The Fa- 
ther and the Son send the Holy Spirit. Nor 
can it be denied that in the economy of grace 
and salvation, they have severally distinct offices 
which the sacred writers never confuse. The 
Father originates and elects. The Son medi- 
ates and atones. The Holy Spirit regenerates 
and sanctifies. 

While however the Scriptures afford us abun- 
dant evidence that the Father is God, that the 
Son is God,, and that the Holy Spirit is God, 
and plainly indicate their order and tlieir re- 
spective offices, there is nothing in the sacred 
volume which in the least degree supports the 
notion that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, 
are separate deities. So blasphemous and ab- 
surd an opinion has probably never been enter- 
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taoed, ef«n for a moment, ^ any serioUs reader 
of the Bible ; far it is.abborr^it from the wbol«) 
scope -aiid mea&ii^ of the book. The sacred 
wr^Ts ascribei tb the Fa^r, the Son, and the 
^irit respectively^ the names atidaHtr^les oi 
the mUy true €M-^the immutable Jeh^ralit 
and at the same time, the doctrine that^Uh^m 
is no other God bat he^" is iftotolt^yHclearly 
dedared) but is presumed «nd understood' in 
every pi^ and almost in every verse <iif the^ 
saered vdume. 

What then* ie^e conclusion to which acoi»« 
prehensive view of Seript»ral tru^h inevitably 
leads! It is that the. Father, the Son^ and the 
Holy Spirit are essentiaHy aiHl eteroraiiy one. 

The 4KsUnction to which the ^riptures bear' 
testimony as sobsisting in the Deity, is so to^ 
from enderininii^ the doctrine of his enenesb/ 
abat it imparts to that dobtrinea fre«h>e»ergy 
and a peculiar glory« Certain H ifi, that where 
the unity of God is admitted, and this disthH> 
tion is neveftlMhess denied, ais amoiig the tta- 
hometans and modern Jews; religion teses milch 
of ite practical inflnence and vit|il*power. Tet^ 
whilethe Chriatltn rc^icesin AienliMinetclNih 
factors end ofices of the- Father^ thciSen^ tod* 
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l)ie Sptriti flo gracioQQlj reteded lo as for our 
iBstrdction aad edificaiioD, he probably never 
fikids his soul bowed down with so deep a rer- 
erenc<e> or^ filled witit so pure a delight, as when 
he contemplates the Aimigbtj as an ineffable 
glorj — an inconiniumcftble name — an infinite 
and iBcomprehenaible unitt* 

We must now apply th^ remarks to the 
argument belbre us. Were that union and dis- 
tinction in the divine nature, which is so plain- 
ly declared in Scripture, contrary to reason-^ 
that is, naturaUy impombie — we should be 
driven to the conclusion, that the Bible is so 
far from being the book of God, that it can be 
ascribed only to ignorant and erring man. But 
God is an infinite arid unsearchable Being, and 
the least degree of reflection may suffice to 
satisfy us that there is nothing which reason 
can disprove in the doctrine of Scripture, that 
in a certain respect be is thabb, and in another 
respect, qn«. . 

. Yet that doctrine is beyond reaaon — far out 
of the reach of our inteHectual powers'; and 
this is the yery grbund on which we hail it as. 
another internal evidence of the: divine origm 
of th9 Holj? Scripture. . While it bsars upon. 
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t» with a native strength and harmony which 
plainly indicate its tniih, and while, when 
rightly understood,* it is found to be full of on* 
uUerable blessings for our fellen race, it relates 
to the unfathomable secrets of the divine nature, 
and could not possibly have been discorered by 
the unassisted discernment of man. To whom 
then can we ascribe the revelation of this doc- 
trine, hot to the Supreme Being himself t 

It is not, however, to the fact of its revela^ 
tion only, but also to the manner in which it is 
revealed, that we may safely make our appeal. 
The Father, tho Son, and the Spirit, are pre- 
i^ented to us in tlie Scriptures as severally God, 
and as the distinct objects of our faith ; and at 
the same time we are perpetually reminded by 
the sacred writers that God is one. Yet these 
writers ofl^ no apology whatsoever for this ap- 
parent diversity of statement ; nor do they make 
the slightest attempt to explain the niode in 
which these truths consist The most myste- 
rious of all doctrines is reisealed in their writ- 
ings with a perfeict simplicity ; . and on the ap- 
parent ptesumptionf, that no doubts could be 
entertained, and no casuistry exercisedy on the 
mbjeot ' ' ^ ■ . 
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How; difimDt:wKNikl have been the caae, bad 
the Scriptures been writtcD by aome of those 
theological apeouktors, who have sioce handled 
the same subject, in their own wisdom and 
fittrength. What scholastic refinemeutSy what 
apologies fiur apparent difficuliiesy what nice 
distinctioBs, what extraocdinar j terms would 
have been isiposed on their readers I 

In the Bible all is simple, powerful, aad prftC*. 
tieal. While enough is . hidden to humble us 
under a sense of our own ignorance, enough is 
revealed to direct otir £ftith and to regulate our 
conduct ; and the very mode in which the light 
shines upon us, affords a substantial evidence 
that it is the light of Heaven. 



Thus various and satisfactory are the evi* 
dences which the Bible, camsuiered aloHe, con- 
tains of its divine authority. Of the partieukv 
points which have now been offered to the atten* 
tion of the reader, and which, aAer all, are only 
a selection of evidences, each may fairly be 
deemed conclusive independently of the others. 

Let the inquirer after truth reflect on the 
general excellence of Scripture ,* on the moral 
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tad spiritual energy whioh pervades the book ; 
on the concentrated wisdom of a multitude of 
its particular texts, on the vigour and useful- 
ness of its larger parts, and on the harmony of 
the mighty whole; more especially, let hire 
compare the types of the Old Testament with 
tlie great Antitype of the gospel ; and let him 
observe the figurative applieation even of real 
characters and historical facts recorded in Scrip- 
tnre^— all teeming whfa lessons of Christian 
doctrine and spiritual religion. 

Or let him direct his attention to the agree- 
ment between many of the prophecies of Scrip- 
tnre, and the history contained in the same book, 
and particularly between the predictions re- 
cocting Christ, and the narratives of the four 
evangelists ; and- let him observe that while the 
prophecy and the history are precisely matched, 
the prophecy could not possibly have occasion- 
ed the history, or the history the prophecy. 

Or let him examine the revelation made in 
Scripture, of the natural and moral attributes 
of God our Father ; his ^rituality, eternity, 
omnipotence, wisdom, <HiHii8cience, and omni- 
presence; his holiness, justice, equity, long- 
soffering, goodness, and lote— -a revelati<m 
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which throws into the shade all the specqia- 
tions of philosophers respecting the nature of 
the Deity, and which irresistibly recommends 
itself^ as of difine origin, to every caAdid and 
serious mind. 

Or let him compare the attributes of Ood 
with his moral law as it is unfolded in the Bible ; 
let him dwell on the harmony which subsists 
between them ; let him mark the perfection of 
that law, and the peculiarity of some of its fea- 
tures ; and especially let him observe the stand- 
ard which it proclaims, and the motives which 
it calls into action. 

Or let him observe the exact correspbndence 
of the moral law in its full development, with 
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ ; let him 
examine the proofs afforded by the gospels them- 
selves that this example was real ; and then let 
him meditate on the strength and beauty of its 
several parts, and on the originality and divine 
excellence of the whole. 

Or let him contemplate the Saviour of man- 
kind in that more extensive view which com- 
prehends his whole jaature, character, and his- 
tory — his eternal pre-existence, his creative 
power, his incarnation^ bis oMracles, his atoning 
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death, his resurrection, his asceqsion, his reign 
of glory, and his predicted return on the daj of 
judgment. More especially let him reflect on 
that wondrous combination in Christ of deity 
and humanity, which qualifies him for all his 
gracious offices, as a Mediator, a Priest, a King, 
a Judge, and a Redeemer. 

Or, lastly, let him dwell on the personal 
attributes and gracious operations of the Holy 
Ghost, the Sanctifier ; on the distinct character 
and offices of the Father, the Son, ^and the 
Spirit, in the economy of grace and salvation ; 
on their harmony of design and operation both 
in creation and in redemption ; and above all, 
on their absolute, and unchangeable oneness in 
the glorious Godhead* 

To whichsoever of these points in our argu- 
ment we direct our attention, we can scarcely 
fail to find in it (if our search be deliberate and 
sincere) something which will constrain the 
inference, that the Holy Scriptures were given 
by inspiration of God. 

But the evidences of Christianity in general, 
and this branch of them in particular, are 
cumulative. While each article in the series 
of proofs has its own force, it adds to the co* 
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^ency of all tl)e others. Tkis iket depends on 
a general principle, of the truth of which a 
slight degree of reflection wiU be sufficient to 
convince us. If a certain proposkioa is clearly 
supported by a single iestimony^ the proof is so 
far satisfactory ; but when a second testimony 
is produced, we hare not only the insulated 
force of each, but the ccNrrespondence between 
the two affords a distinct additional efidence 
that we are deceived by neither. Agilin, when 
a third testimony is added, the same effect is 
produced in a still greater degree, and behold, 
we have " a threefold cord not quickly broken 1" 
The comparison is a just one; three threads 
ha^e severtfUy their own force, but when twist- 
ed* together, they produce' a cord, of which the 
irtrength is far superior to the mere sum of their 
original forces. 

But in an argument like the present, where 
the series of proofe consists of numerous distinct 
particulars, every one of which possesses an 
inherent validity, the accumulated force of the 
whole, becomes irresistible. Although parts of 
the system of Christianity may still; be left in 
obscurity, and lie beyond the reach of human 
-eiplanation, this is a focce of eiHldenee which 
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\ 

bears down «very obstruotfon, and ought fo dis- 
sipate every doubt. Nothing remains for us as 
Teaaonable men, but to admit the conelosioD, 
that the religion of thie Bible i»the tritcbt ot 
God. 



P AKT II. 

TSB BIBLE C0M^4RED WITH EXPmRfEJ^CB* 

The word experience mrust here be under- 
stood m a wide and general sense ; as compre- 
hending the results not merely of self-knowl- 
edge, but of that acquaintance with mankind 
and with the order and constitution of nature, 
which we obtain from our own obserration. In 
discussing the present subject, we shall make 
"use, as occasion requires, of the following lines of 
reasoning, all of which depend on that primary 
truth, that there is one God, the Author of na- 
tut^, and the Supreme Ruler of crieated things. 

JVr^— When the doetrFnies mvealed to afs 
in (he Scriptdres are analogous to the ordinary 
coarse of nature and Providence— similar in 
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effect and identical in prtnci{^, — tbit ciream- 
ftance affords a satisfactory answer to ail objec- 
tions which can be urged against them ; be- 
cause experience proYes that the effects or prin- 
ciples objected to, (though the reasons for them 
ma; be hidden from us,) belong to God's known 
plan for the government of the world. But 
such a mode of reasoning not only enables us 
to parry objections ; it supplies us with positive 
evidence of no ijnconsiderable importance, that 
the doctrines in question are true. Since God 
is one, and his universe an harmonious system, 
the fact that these doctrines are of the like kind 
and character with those things which are ac- 
tually perceptible in His government, affords 
a strong presumption that the God of nature has 
ordained them — - that they originate with Him 
alone. The more exact the analogy, and the 
more marked and peculiar the points of resem- 
blance, the more conclusive this evidence be- 
comes. 

Secondly'-^ When the declarations of the 
BiUe respecting the character and condition of 
mankind, or any other points of a practical 
nature, are found to correspond with undoubted 
facts — when they Mi in precisely with that 
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which we feel in ourselves and observe in oth- 
ers, — we, of course, draw the inference that 
the Scriptures are true. And when th% truths 
which they thus communicate to us, ahhough 
confirmed by experience, are such as man can- 
not discover in his own wisdom, and such as 
are utterly opposed to all his favourite systenjs, 
— we further conclude that this unflattering in- 
telligence is sent to us from that Being, who 
searches our hearts and knows all things as 
they are. 

Thirdly — Whe;i we take a view of our 
weakness and sinfulness by nature, and con- 
template Christianity as a scheme ordained for 
our recovery ; and when we ascertain from ex- 
perience that this scheme is precisely suitable 
to its purpose, and supplies our whole spiritual 
need, we are furnished with unquestionable 
proof that it is the work of a toise and merciful 
Contriver. And further, when we consider the 
nature of this scheme — its complexity and unity, 
its wondrous originality, its universal applica- 
bility — we rest assured that its Contriver is 
God. 

In the following pages, these lines of reason- 
ing are not always separately pursued ; but the 
9 
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reader will hare no difficulty in perceiving to 
which of theni each successive argument pro- 
perly )>elongs ; and I trus| it will be found, that 
they are susceptible of being blended without 
confusion. 



SECTION I. 

ON A FUTURE LIFE. 

The declarations of Scripture respecting a 
future life admit, in one point of view, of no 
comparison with experience, because no man 
living has yet experienced that there is such a 
life ; and supposing that there is one, no man 
can compare that new state of existence, with 
the account given of it in the Bible, who has 
not himself passed through the portals of the 
grave. 

In another point of view, however, the doc- 
trine of revealed religion, that man lives after 
death, may justly be said to accord with expe- 
rience, because things which we see, and feel^ 
and know, in this present world, lead to the 
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conclusion that this doctrine is true. That 
such is the fact will appear from a brief con- 
sideration of the following particulars. 

I. Every man capable of reflection, is per- 
fectly aware that he possesses not only a gross 
material body, but a mind which perceives, 
thinks, wills, and reasons ; and although these 
two are brought into close union, and in various 
respects powerfully afifect each other, he is also 
aware that they are distinguished by quite dif- 
ferent capacities and functions. The body, like 
all other matter, is tangible, extended, and 
divisible ; and being organized with a perfect 
skill, it becomes a well-adapted machine for all 
the purposes of life. On the other hand, the 
mind, intangible and spiritual, sits at the helm 
as its supreme governor, and directs all its 
movements. It sees through the eye, hears 
through the ear, and handles through the touch. 
Closely, however, as it is connected with the 
body in the exercise of all these functions, it is 
allied with foreign matter, in a precisely simi- 
lar manner, though in a different degree. A 
man sees with his eye as he sees with a tele- 
scope ; both are mere instruments of vision. 

But it is in the higher operations of the mind. 
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that the distinctness of its character and fuQC-^ 
tions from those of the body become most coik 
spicuous. The faculties of reflection and ab- 
stract reasoning, and abo?e. all, the fojculty of 
worship, must forever distinguish the mind of 
man from the instinct of the inferior animals ; 
and still more obviously from all things merely 
material. These are functions which a man 
performs without any aid from his natural 
senses, and often when during the hour of silent 
meditation, the world within him is separated 
fVom all external objects. The mind can then 
roam over the universe at its pleasure ; and 
when it rises in living aspirations towards the 
Maker and Ruler of that universe, it holds con- 
verse with God himself. 

All inquiries into the nature and essence of 
n^ind — what it is, or of what it consists — are 
improper and absurd ; because the question lies 
beyond our reach. It is not within the province 
of our faculties. Mind and matter are severally 
known only by their properties. By matter we 
mean, that which is tangible, extended, and 
divisible ; by mind, that which perceives, re- 
flects, wills, and reasons. These properties are 
wholly dissimilar and admit of no comparison. 
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To pretend that mind is matter, is to propose a 
contradiction in terms, and is just as absurd as to 
pretend tbi^ matter is mind. Since, therefore, 
the thiaking part within us is plainly distinct 
in its nature and character from the gross body 
with which it is here connected, it is only rea- 
sonable to believe, that they are essentially in- 
dependent, and that when the body perishes, 
or rather fails to pieces, (for in the course of 
nature, no particle of matter is ever destroyed,) 
the mind will survive the wreck. 

II. This presumption is greatly strength- 
ened by facts familiar to every observer, and 
oflen brought homo to the experience of indi- 
viduals. A man may lose many parts of his 
body — the eye by which he sees, the tongue 
by which he tastes, the ear by which he hears, 
and the hand by which he handles-* he may 
be deprived of all his organs of sense, and yet 
is the same man as he was before. The mind 
which is the man, continues unchanged and 
unimpaired. Chemi?9try, indeed, demonstrates 
that our bodies are in a state of perpetual flux, 
and that not a particle of the matter which once 
belonged to us, can now be called our own ; 
yet we never lose our personal identity. We 
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are still the same rational and responsible in- 
dividuals, as ever. These remarks apply to the 
brain, which is the receptacle of sensation-^ 
the connecting link between the senses and 
the mind — as well as to other parts of our 
mortal frame. It is a well known fact, that 
this organ is sometimes seriously injured and a 
large part of it actually removed, without any 
material interruption of the functions of the 
mind. Closely connected, therefore, as is this 
wondrous instrument with these functions, and 
in general essential to their exercise in our pre- 
sent state of being, it is no more to be confused 
or identified with the mind itself, than is any 
other part of the human body. Finally, it often 
happens, that when the body is desperately dis- 
eased and within a few moments of death, the 
mind remains unimpaired, and even shines forth 
with peculiar strength and brightness ; display- 
ing its loftiest powers of reflection, hope, and 
adoration. 

These and similar facts plainly indicate that 
as matter exists independently of mind, so mind 
may exist independently of matter ; and they 
confirm the presumption, derived from the dis- 
tinctness of their natures, that death cannot 



d by Google 



A FUTUBE LfPB. 95 

annihilate our rational faculty. Since experi- 
ence proves that " all things continue as they 
are^ except in those respects in which we have 
some reason to think they will be altered,"* it is 
plain that the doctrine of the soul's surviving 
the body agrees with experience. Who that 
reflects on the native powers of the living spirit 
within him can avoid acknowledging the pro- 
priety of that distinction on which our Saviour 
insisted ; '' Fear not them which kill the body, 
hut are not able to hill the soul; but rather fear 
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell ?" 

Here .we may call to mind a lesson taught us 
by reason as well as by Scripture, that the 
Creator of heaven and earth, who pervades the 
universe which he has made, is himself an im- 
material Peing. Yet He is the Living One and 
the Fountain of all life ; and in Him are cen- 
tered, in infinite perfection, all the properties 
of a rational mind. When, therefore, he breath- 
ed into man a spark of his own intelligence — 
a soul capable of reflection and reason — we 
may fairly conclude that He bestowed upon 
him something which, like Himself, exists in- 

* BuUer*! Analogy^ cbap. i, p. 19. 
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depently of matter — something which, Bke 
Himself, can never die. 

III. From the premises it may be inferred^ 
that the only respect in which the son! of man 
is altered by the death of the body is this — 
that being freed from its mortal tenement, it is 
introduced to a higher and parer state of ex- 
istence — a state of which, at present, we can 
form no conception. On this point again, the 
presumptions of reason are in accordance with 
revelation. " Verily I say unto thee," said the 
dying Redeemer to the thief on the cross, •* to- 
day thott shalt be with me in Paradise ^^ that 
is, in the region of departed spirits — in a place 
of exaltation and felicity. 

Now such a change of condition as we have 
here supposed, is so far from being at variance 
with the ' visible order and constitution of the 
world, that it is precisely analogous to many 
things which we know to take phce in nature ; 
that is, under the perceptible government of 
God. The seed is sown in the earth, and 
falls to pieces in the ground ; yet in due sea- 
son it becomes " the full corn in the ear,**^ or 
the flower laden with blossoms, or even a tree 
80 mighty, that the lowU of the heaven lodge 
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in its branchos.* A worm is changed to a 
chrysalis, and undergoes a sort of living death, 
until the appointed moment arrives for its break- 
ing every bond, and spreading to the sun the 
painted wings of the butterfly. 

But what change can be imagined more 
striking and complete than that which even 
here takes place in man himself t What dif* 
ference, as to extent and variety of powers, can 
be conceived more remarkable, than that which 
subsists between the unborn babe, and man in 
all the maturity of his bodily and intellectual fac* 
ulties 1 If, then, we are to judge from the analo^ 
gy of nature, we must surely consider it credi* 
ble and even probable (independently of other 
evidence,) that the death of the body is a kind 
of second birth to the soul ; an event which 
will usher the immortal part of man, with en- 
larged and still enlarging faculties, into a loflicr 
state of being — into a new and more extended 

* "All things,** says Bishop Pearson (after describing the 
change of seasoof , apd the annual revivals of nature,) ** are re- 
paired by corrupting, are preserved bv perishing, and revived by 
dying; and can we think that man, the Lord of all these things 
which thus die and revive for him, should be so detained in death 
as never td live again 1 Is it imaginable that God 8hQul4 thiw 
restore all things to man, and i^ot restore mai| to hlipselfl*'— >Q|| 
Iks Om#, Art^ il. 

10 
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field of thought and action, of suffering or en- 
joyment. 

IV. To these considerations must be added 
the general consent of mankind, in all ages, to 
the doctrine of a future life. The impression 
seems to be almost universal in the minds of 
men, that when the body ceases to exist, the 
indestructible spirit wings its way to unknown 
regions, either of bliss or wo. Thii is a belief 
which the idolatrous Hindoo, the polished 
Greek, the untutored American Indian, the 
Jew, the Mussulman, and the Christian, have 
been found to entertain in common ; and it may 
be questioned whether the most hardened of 
infidel ever succeeded \nfuUy persuading him- 
self that death would be his annihilation. The 
impious motto of the French revolutionists, 
'•^ death is an eternal sleep," is opposed at once 
to the fair presumptions of reason, to the ansdogy 
of nature, and to a feeling deeply inherent in 
the mind of man ; inherent, at least, whereso- 
ever his rational faculties are in any degree 
developed. 

I consider it to be matter of fact, confirmed 
by the experience of millions, that our spiritual 
part — that part .which reasons^ reflects, and 
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coimnanes with its Creator — shrinks from the 
notion that its existence will cease, clings to 
life, pants after immortality, and, as it were, 
refuses to die. 

Now, whether we ascribe the concurrent 
feelings and opinions of mankind on this sub- 
ject to original revelation, or to the light of rea- 
son, or to a sense of moral responsibility, or to 
the very constitution of our nature, or to all 
these causes combined, we cannot reasonably 
avoid the conclusion, that the foundation on 
which they rest is truth. 

Since, then, we are sensible that matter and 
mind have distinct natures and properties ; since 
their independence of each other is evinced by 
many notorious facts; since we know that 
many of God's creatures undergo vast changes, 
and rise step by step in the scale of being, with- 
out losing their identity ; and since the general 
consent of mankind proclaims the reality of a 
life to come *— we may safely affirm that the 
doctrine of Scripture on this momentous sub- 
ject, agrees with experience. It agrees with 
those conclusions of reason, which experience 
fully justifies and even constrains. 

While, however, we rejoice in this harmony 
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of evidence, we ought always to remember that 
the proper and sufficient proof of a future life 
is to be found in the Bible itself Since the 
primary object of the Christian revelation is to 
declare the reality, and unfold the interests, of 
a world to come, all the evidences, whether 
historical, prophetical or moral, which prove 
the truth of Christianity, bear with peculiar 
force on this essential point. It is the glorious 
distinction of the divine Founder of our reli-> 
gion, that he '' has brought life and immortality 
to light by the gospel." It ought also to be 
observed, that while revealed religion agrees 
with the dictates of reason and nature respect- 
ing a future life, and, as it were, adopts them 
for companions as far as they go, it contains a 
further development of truth in reference to 
this subject, and on its own authority, declares 
some essential particulars which our natural* 
faculties could never enable us to discover. 

First, although observation and experience 
afford us good reason to believe that the death 
of the body will not destroy the soul ; yet it is 
impossible for us to judge from the mere light 
of nature, whether, within the range of an un- 
known future, some other eveot n^ay not occur 
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bj which the soul itself will be annihilated. 
But revelation solves all doubts on the subject, 
and forever fixes a negative on such a notion. 
The testimony of Scripture is express, that our 
future liffe will last forever and ever. The 
worm prepared for the wicked is declared to be 
a deathless worm, and the pleasures reserved 
for the righteous to be endless pleasures.* 

And secondly, while reason affords a strong 
presumption that the soul lives afler death, it 
has little or no light to communicate respecting 
the resurrection of the body. But there is no 
point on which revelation more emphatically 
dwells, than on the certain approach of a day, 
when all that are in the graves shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and shall come forth ; 
— when the dead shall be raised, and the living 
changed ; when our mortal frame shall be 
proved to have been the s^ed of. a spiritual 
body ; when our soul shall be united to that 
body ; and thus the whole law of death be final- 
ly and forever abolished, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.t 

« Matt. XXV, 46. Mark Ix, 43, 44. Comp. PmUms xvi, II. 
Dan. xii, 3. John xi, 96, &c. 
t John ▼, 28, 29. 1 Cor. xv, 35-^7. Rev. xx, 11—15. 
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SECTION II. 

ON THE MORAL GOYE&NMElfT OF GOD. 

The reality and eternal duration of a future 
life being allowed, it beciomes of unspeakable 
importance, to ascertain by what means we may 
insure or promote its being a happy state of ex- 
istence to ourselves. 

, Christianity teaches us that our condition 
hereafter, depends upon our conduct in the 
present life; and that in a future and ever- 
enduring world, we shall all be rewarded or 
punished according to our works. Now in this 
general notion of the responsibility of man, and 
of thp government of God by rewards and pun- 
ishments, there is nothing which contradicts 
either reason or experience. On the contrary, 
we actually find ourselves placed under the 
same kind of government in this lower world. 
Our happiness here is in a great degree placed 
in our own power, and we are forewarned by 
nature that certain actions will procure us pleas- 
ure, and that others as surely will be produc- 
tive of pain. Most of the enjoyments of life 
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ve bestowed upon as as an ejQfect — ihat is, as 
a reward — of some ex£rtion on our parts ; and 
much of the pain which we suffer, is the con- 
sequence of our own inadvertence ; it is a pun* 
isAment which we bring upon ourselves. A 
man who thrusts his arm into the fire, is pun- 
ished for his folly by the agouy which he en- 
dures, and by the loss of his limb* 

Experience moreover proves, that presept 
pleasure can be safely pursued only within cer- 
tain limits, and under proper regulation ; and 
that watchfulness and self*-denial are absolutely 
essential to our temporal prosperity. If we pre- 
fer our known future advantage to immediate 
gratification, we seldom fail to meet with our 
reward ; but, on the contrary, if we refuse to 
walk in the ways of wisdom, punishment is 
sure to overtake us. Oflen does it happen, 
that after long delays, at an unei^pected mo* 
ment, and in a degree which seems out of all 
proportion to our offence, we re^ the bitter 
fruits of our carelessness, or our folly. The 
imprudence of a passing hour, may entail upoA 
OS a life of perplexity and sorrow. 

When, therefore^ revealed religion declafea 
that W6 are in a state of trial with a view to 
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futurity ; that in the eternal world to come, w6 
shall enjoy or suffer the consequences of our 
present conduct ; and that in order to obtain 
happiness hereafter, we mqst here exercise con- 
tinual watchfulness and self-denial — it declares 
those things which are precisely similar to the 
known constitution of nature and order of Provi-^ 
dence. It is certain, that the doctrine of Chris- 
tianity on this subject, agrees with experience. 

These premises being clear, the question im- 
mediately arises, what line of conduct must we 
pursue — what kind of life must we lead — in 
order to obtain a happy futurity. Christianity 
answers, " A virtuous line of conduct, a life of 
righteousness" We learn from^he Holy Scrip- 
tures, that God not only governs his rational 
creatures by a system of rewards and punish- 
ments, but applies that system according to a 
moral rule — that he is the moral Governor of 
the world — that in the boundless future, he 
will reward the good with happiness, and pun- 
ish the wicked wit| misery. And does this 
further development of the government of God 
over mankind also agree with experience ? Is 
it rendered credible — is it confirmed to be 
probable and even true — by those things which 
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we know in ourselves, and observe in the 
world around us T Does experience furnish us 
with any proofs that God, the rewarder and 
punisher of mankind, is on the side of virtue? 

, That these questrons may be safely answered 
in the affirmative, wiH appear from the follow- 
ing considerations. 

I. Every one knows that man is gifted (in 
distinction we may presume from all the infe- 
rior animals,) not only with the powers of rea- 
son, but with the faculty of conscience, by 
which we judge of right and wrong in our own 
actions. We may safely aver, that there is no 
man living, whose intellectual powers are not 
entirely obscured, who is destitute of this fac- 
ulty ; and it se^ms probable, that the exercise 
of it is uniformly connected with a sense of the 
existence of some superior power, to whom we 
are responsible. The allusion made to this sub- 
ject by the apostle Paul, corresponds with the 
results of observation : " When the Gentiles 
which have not the law (i. e. the written law,) 
do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these having not the law, are a law unto them- 
selves ; which show the work of the law writ- 
ten in their hearts^ their conscience alto bearing 
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witBeis^ and their thoughts the meanwhile ac- 
cusing or else excusing one another/' 

The conscience is here justly described as 
bearing witness in the soul, — as declaring to a 
nan whether the action which he has done or 
is about to do, is right or wrong. His thoughts 
accuse him on the one hand, and excuse him 
on the other ; but it is his conscience which dc" 
cides the question. Now the conscience, like 
all our other natural faculties, ia liable to great 
abuse. It may be blinded by ignorance, hard- 
ened by sin, and perverted by a mistaken edu« 
cation ; and hence its decisions may sometimes 
be scarcely perceptible, and at other times er- 
roneous. But although the eye may be dark- 
ened, . distorted, or even destroyed, the light is 
^ in its very nature unchangeable ; and the " law 
written on the heart" — a " work," as I have 
always believed, of the Holy Spirit — is a light 
communicated to the soul, by which the con- 
science is directed, and rectified. 

Where the intellectual powers are but little 
unfolded, as among the more savage tribes of 
the heathen, this light does indeed appear to be 
extremely faint. It shines in darkness; and 
*' the darkness" cotnprehends it uoU But al^* 
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though the superficial observer, who is probably 
upacqaainted even with their language^ may be 
unable to discover in men so untutored, any 
traces of the moral principle, there can be little 
question that it exists, and might presently be 
called into action, should their mental faculties 
become better cultivated. 

Again, it may be remarked, that persons are 
sometimes led by a misapprehension of duty, 
not only to adopt practices which the law of 
God does not require, but even fearfully to 
break that law ; as Saul did when, under the 
influence of " a zeal for God, but not according 
to knowledge," he persecuted the unoffending 
Christians. But such facts afford no proof 
whatsoever — not even any fair presumption— 
that the law is not written on the hearts of all 
men. For although a man'^ conscience may 
be so perverted, that he will commit a bad 
action, under a notion that he is doing his duty, 
no example has ever been adduced of a man's 
conscientiously approving an action, because of 
its badness ; for example, because it is treach- 
erous, cruel, or unjust. It may be safely af- 
firmed, that all men, every where, approve of 
truth, justice, and benevdence. There is a 



d by Google 



108 THE MORAL 

moral principle in every man's heart, which 
compels him to acknowledge that, abstractedly, 
these qualities are right and good. And what 
is this principle but the law of God made mani- 
fest in the soul ? 

It appears then, that what we know and feel 
of the constitution of our nature, and of the 
working of our own minds, affords an unques- 
tionable evidence that our Creator is on thel 
side of virtue, and that when the sacred writers 
call upon us to lead a life of holiness, integrity, 
and charity, their voice is in perfect unison 
with the voice of God, heard in the secret of 
the heart. 

The more the conscience is enlightened by 
this inward monitor, the less it will respond to 
certain parts of the moral systems of the ancient 
heathen philosophers — those parts for example, 
which encourage the pride of man, and make 
allowance for ambition, suicide, and revenge ; 
and the less it will sanction that false prophet 
Mahomet, in fanning the violent and volup- 
tuous propensities of our nature ; but between 
the law written on the heart, and the law writ- 
ten in Scripture, there is a perfect accordance. 
Not a single article can be found in the code 
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of Christianity, to which the most enlightened 
conscience can refuse its assent* Yet while 
the inward and the outward law go hand in 
hand, justifying and confirming each other, it 
is always to be remembered, that Christianity 
develops our moral duties to a much greater 
extent, than does merely natural religion. 

The Scriptures make known to us the attri- 
butes of Jehovah with a fulness and precision, 
to which our unassisted reason could never 
have attained; and with an equal completeness, 
they describe the behaviour towards Him, 
which those^ attributes demand. They reveal 
the new relations of the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, and insist on our corresponding duties ; 
in short, (as we have already remarked,) they 
unfold the law of God in all its strength and 
spirituality — in all the glorious variety of its 
details. 

Now I conceive that in the agreement be» 
tween the law written on the heart, and the 
law written in the book, and in the extension 
of the latter beyond the natural limits of the 
former, we have two cogent and distinct evi- 
dences, that the Scriptures are the book of God. 

IL Furnished as we are by the Author of 
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cmr being with a moral principle^ it is impos- 
sible for us to conceive that God will reward 
and punish mankind in a future world, by any 
other than the moral rule. We should be ut- 
terly at a loss to account for the contrary, which 
would be directly opposed to that sense of right 
and wrong, which He has so graciously inter- 
woven with our very nature. But that God, in 
the eternal future, will reward virtue with hap- 
piness, and punish vice with misery, may be 
safely inferred from the fact, that in various 
respects he does so now, in such a manner and 
degree as must lead us to expect the completion 
of this his righteous government, in the wcffld 
to come. 

In the first place, every one knows, that 
many breaches of the moral law are followed 
by punishment in the way of natural conse- 
quence. The liar finds his punishment in per- 
plexity ; the miser, in the terrors of apprehend- 
ed poverty ; the dissolute, in the wreck of his 
fortunes ; the sensualist, in the debasement of 
his intellect ; the drunkard, in the destruction 
of his health. Folly and iminrudence also are 
closely connected with vice, and partake of its 
nature ; and that they are punished with suf- 
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fering and distress in the present life^ is a fact 
which most men know from their own expe- 
rience. On the other hand, virtue, and her 
sure allies, wisdom and prudence, are undoubt- 
ed promoters of sound health, mental tranquilli- 
ty, and substantial prosperity ; and these surely 
are no despicable rewards. 

Secondly — that representative of God in our 
bosoms, conscience, is not only appointed to be 
the judge of our actions, but is charged even 
here, with the office of rewarding and punish- 
ing ; and the more that faculty is brought un- 
der the influence of the Spirit of God, the more 
rapidly and vigorously it performs this office. 
He that is of a good conscience, like him that 
is " of a merry heart," hath ** a continual feast ;" 
and no man can deny the apostle^s doctrine, 
*' Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then 
have we confidence toward God." On the 
other hand, how painful, how tormenting, is the 
feeling of remorse — the intelligible, unwel- 
come forerunner of the worm which dieth not 1 

Thirdly -^ that very moral sense which leads 
men to condemn vice and to approve of virtue 
in themselves, compels them also to estimate 
others by the same rule ; and since^ for our 
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happiness io this world, we depend, in a coa- 
siderable degree, one upon another, the appro- 
bation of our fellow-men is no contemptible 
recompense of virtue, and their disapprobation 
no trifling punishment of vice. Who does not 
feel the worth of a good character 1 Who is 
not aware that it opens a door to many of the 
, most valuable enjoyments of the present state ? 
On the contrary, who does not know that a bad 
character is an unceasing source of mortifica- 
tion and uneasiness ? 

Fourthly — the authority of parents over chil- 
dren, and the civil government of states are 
both natural ; for such is the constitution of our 
nature, that they are necessary to our well- 
being in the world, and they clearly belong to 
the known order of God's providence. When, 
therefore, the child is punished by his parents 
'because he has committed an action which dis- 
turbs the order of the family,^ and when the 
criminal is punished by the State, because he 
has been guilty of an offence which endangers 
the peace of society ; these are instances, as 
far as they go, of the moral government of God. 
But when the child is punished — or punished 
the more severely-^ because hia action k vi^ 
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eious in itself; and when, for the same reason, 
the offender against society (as it frequently 
happens,) is prosecuted more readily, convicted 
more certainly, and visited with a heavier penal- 
ty, than he otherwise would have been — it is 
plain that we are then furnished with unques- 
tionable examples of God's moral government. 
True indeed it is, that in consequence of the 
corrupt and disordered state of mankind, ac- 
tions are sometimes rewarded, although they 
are vicious, and punished, although they are 
virtuous. Yet actions are never rewarded as 
vicious, nor punished as virtuous. Although 
the rule of rewarding virtue as such, and of 
punishing vice as such, may often be interrupt- 
ed, it is never reversed. 

When, therefore, we consider the effects pro- 
duced by virtue and vice on our bodies, minds 
and circumstances; the . pleasures bestowed, 
and the pains inflicted, by conscience ; the ap- 
probation and contempt of our fellow-men ; and 
the rewards and punishments of domestic and 
civil life, — we cannot fail to perceive that the 
righteous, and the righteous only, are on the 
side of the divine administration. They are 
the friends of God — the heirs of his favour and 
11 
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protection. On the other hand, it is equally 
clear that the wicked are rebels against his gov- 
ernment, and exposed to the vials of his wrath. 
Happiness is the natural consequence of virtue, 
and misery the natural consequence of vice ; 
and we have reason to believe that the tenden- 
cies of virtue and vice to produce their own 
consequences, are uniform and invariable. Like 
the God of nature himself, by whom they have 
been fixed, they do not, cannot, change. 

While these conclusions rest upon obvious 
grounds, we ought never to forget that our pre- 
sent state of being is an imperfect one — that 
we are living in a degenerate and disordered 
world. Hence it follows that these settled 
tendencies of virtue and vice, though always 
the same, and always, as it were, alive, are ex- 
posed to innumerable obstructions, and seldom 
carried into full effect. The pains naturally 
produced by vice are here often avoided ; and 
the pleasures bestowed by virtue, are mingled 
with many sorrows. The righteous are often 
afflicted, oppressed, and persecuted ; the wick- 
ed often prosper, often triumph. But while the 
proper tendencies of virtue and vice may well 
be deemed unchangeable, the obstructions 
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ivhich are Uere permitted to oppose their effect, 
belong to the circumstances of this present 
world, and are in their nature temporal.* 

What then are the conclusions from these 
premises, which force themselves on the mind of 
every inquirer after truth, who takes into view 
the holiness and omnipotence of God ? They 
appear to be as follows — that virtue, militant 
here, will be triumphant hereafter ; that the 
first fruits of God's moral government which 

* Those who are acquainted with the writings of Bishop But- 
ler, will easily perceive that many of the sentiments contained 
in the present section are borrowed from his "Analogy." I 
would earnestly recommend this admirable work to the attentive 
perusal of every inquirer after truth. In the mean time I am 
happy, 4ike other writers on Christian evidences, to avail myself 
of the resources of the Bishop's great and truly original mind. 

In his chapter on the moral government of God, Butler justly 
observes, tliat there is an essential tendency in virtue, to procure, 
for its possessor, not only happiness, but influence and power. 
Even in the present disordered state of things, an individual who 
maintains integrity, self-denial, and charity, in his whole life and 
conversation, is sure to obtain considerable influence over others. 
He rules over them in the authority of virtue and love ; and But- 
ler has clearly shown, that if a large body of people — a nation for 
example — were united in the practice of virtue— if all their pri- 
vate conduct, and all their public acts were ordered by these 
principles — they would obtain universal dominion. With a sway 
at once gentle and irresistible, they Would rule over the world. 

It is remarkable, that in accordance with these sentiments, the 
Bible promises to the righteous, not only future happiness, hut 
future power. In the world of spirits nothing will resist the para- 
mount influence, the natural onmipotence^ of virtue. " If we suf- 
fer with Chrtst," says the apostle, "we shall also reign with 
him." " And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto 
the end, to him will I give power over the nations ; and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they 
he broken to shivers, even as I received of my Father." " To 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me, in my throne, 
«ven as I alto oveicame, and am 8«t down with my F&lber in hit 
throne.** 
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are now perceptible^ are the sure tokens of the 
future perfection of the system; that in the 
world to come, all things which now appear to 
be morally uneven in the lot of mankind, will 
be balanced and rectified; and finally, that 
when all obstructions are removed, the essential 
tendencies of virtue to produce happiness, and 
of vice to produce misery, will operate in their 
full force, without interruption, and ' forever* 
We have already conudered the natural evi- 
dence of a future life. This is its moral proof, 
of which, the more we reflect on the subject, 
the more we shall feel the strength. 

It now only remains for us to compare these 
results of experience and the reasoning to which 
they lead, with the declarations of Scripture. 
We open our Bibles and there we find the ful- 
ness of light on this, to us, the most important 
of subjects — our moral responsibility, our fii- 
ture destiny. The sacred volume declares un- 
der multiplied forms yet in the plainest terms, 
that God is the moral Governor of the world — 
that he abhors vice, and delights in virtue, re- 
wards the righteous, and punishes the wicked. 

Let the sinner tremble before the light of 
revelatiob, which fully detects him as the enemy 
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^f God. The Bible ftssurea U9 thai efeo here, 
*' the wicked are lil^e the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest ;" that their momentary pro^erity 
will but aggravate their future wo ; and that 
finally, they will be " punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord." 

Let the good roan rejoice under the bright 
beams of " the Sun of Righteousness,'' who 
has arisen upon him '' with healing in his 
wings." The Bible declares that he is the 
reconciled child of God — the object of his 
heavenly Father's love; that even here, his 
4)ortion, is " the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding ;" and that his light afflic- 
tions which are but for a moment, shall only be 
the mean^ of better fitting him for his eternal 
inheritance. In the world to come, he shall 
be made partaker of the fulness of joy ; he shall 
shine " as the brightness of the firmament," 
and ** as the stars forever and ever." 

To conclude, the light of Scripture respect- 
ing the moral government of God, and future 
reward and punishments, lis well as respecting 
the law itself, far exceeds the light of nature, 
both in clearness and extent Yet with that 
fainter, narrower light, it is in just accordance 
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— in perfect harmony. The analogy between 
the declarations of religion on these topics, and 
that which we see, and feel, and know, is pal- 
pabha and undoubted. Well may we therefore 
conckide, that the objections Which some men 
urge against the Christian doctrine of judgment 
to come, are founded on a fallacy. Well may 
we draw thje inference that Christianity is in- 
deed true, and that the God of nature, is the 
God of the Bible. 



SECTION III. 

ON THE SINFUL AND ENSLAVED CONDITION OF MAIT. 

- Many of the doctrines of revealed religion, 
although proposed to our faith on grounds satis- 
factory to reason, are far beyond the reach of 
our own powers either of reason or observation. 
But there is one truth discovered to us by Chris- 
tianity, which, now that we know it, is so palpa- 
ble and obvious, that we can hardly imagine 
how great would have been our fgnorance on 
the subject, did we not possess the Scriptures. 
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The truth to which I allude, is the universal 
sinfulness of mankind, and their consequent 
alienation from God. 

That the conscience reproves for iniquity, 
independently of the light of a written law^ 
must indeed^ be fully allowed ; and that man- 
kind without Christianity are by no means des-^ 
titute of a sense of transgression, may be infer- 
red from the general use among the heathen^ 
of expiatory sacrifices. But it is only through 
the medium of revealed religion, that we obtain 
a proper conception of the nature of sin, or are 
enabled to form a right estimate of the moral 
condition of mankind. 

Although the ancient philosophers of Greece 
and Rome pleaded for virtue, their views ^of 
sin were miserably defective. Socrates, in*v 
deed, declared his opinion that certain vices — » 
particularly injustice and ingratitude — were 
breaches of those ** laws of the gods" which 
are known and understood by all men ;• but 
with most of these uninspired reasoners, sin 
was nothing more than a " missing of the mark," 
as it regards the good order of society, or the 
general ^^71655 of things. Could the unassisted 

* Xenoph. Memoiab. lib. i?, 4. 



d by Google 



120 SINFUL. AKIP ENSLAVED 

pawera of humanr reason have sufficed for the 
purpose^ these moralists^ so gifted with talents, 
80 cultiirated by study, would surely have dis- 
cerned the true character of sin ; but they made 
BO such discovery. Nor have those modern 
speculators been more successful, who dare to 
speak of sin, as if it were of small account — a 
easual and temporary evil, which will in the 
end be productive of greater good ! 

But what says the Bible on this subject? 
It says that sia is the transgression of the per- 
fect law of a holy God — an offence against the 
moral Gbvernoir of the universe — which, al- 
though varying in its degrees, is so malignant 
in its nature, that it separates us from hi» 
ftivour,. antf forever exposes us to his wrath. 
•* The law of the Lord is perfect," and " sin is 
the transgression- of the Taw." ** The way of 
the wicked is aii^ abomination unto the Lord." 
** Indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guish,^ upon every soul of man that doeth evil ; 
of the Jew first, ^nd also of the Gentite." 

Since Jeliovah himself is the Being against 
whom all our sins are committed, their heinous^ 
ness is greatly aggravated in our view, whea 
we reflect on. his glorious i^tributea. To offien(| 
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against omnipotence, is desperate folly ; against 
perfect holiness — desperate pollution; against 
unutterable goodness — desperate ingratitude. 

Now it is in the Scriptures only that the 
attributes of our heavenly Father, are fully 
made known to us. And, therefore, it is only 
through the religion of the Bible, that we^can 
obtain an adequate notion of sin. But the car- 
dinal point revealed to us in Scripture, and onlp 
in Scripture, without a knowledge of which it 
is impossible for any man to form ^fuU esti- 
mate of sin, is this — that God so loved us as 
to send his only begotten Son into the world, to 
be a sacrifice for our sins. How infinitely deep 
and malignant in the sight of God — how 
strangely difierent from the weak idea of il em- 
braced by ancient philosophy or modern deism 
— must be that evil, which demapded so exalt- 
ed a sacrifice ; which called Immanuel fi-om his 
throne of glory to take our nature upon him, 
and to suffer and die for sinners ! 

In like manner it is evident that our appre- 
hension of that by which the law is transgres- 
sed, must be in proportion to our acquaintance 
with the law itself. Now where but in the 
sacred writings, shall we look for a full account 
12 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12i SINFUL AND ENSLAVED 

of the holiness and comprehensiveness of the 
law of God ? Where, but in them, shall we 
learn the lesson of its variety and complete- 
ness ; <^ its spiritual and searching nature ; of 
its divine control, not only over our words and 
actions, but over our thoughts, motives, and 
dispositions T A man who imbibes the Scrip- 
tural account of God and of his law, and then 
examines his own conduct, will soon be driven 
from the strong holds of self^righteousness. He 
will be constrained to confess that he is a mis- 
erable sinner. His heartfelt cry will be like 
that of Job : ** I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee ; 
wherefore 1 abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes." 

Finally, since sin is of an extent precisely 
equal to that of the law — including the omis- 
sion of duty as well as the commission of wrong, 
and especially that neglect of God, which so 
awfully pervades our fellen race — no man can 
fairly deny the doctrine of Scripture, that " the 
wkok world lieth in wickedness." " All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God." 
" We have before proved both Jews and Ge»- 
tiles that they are all under mq, as it is writ- 
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ten, There is none righteous, no, not one ; 
there is none that understandeth ; there is none 
that seeketh after God ; they are all gone out 
of the way ; they are together become unprofit- 
able ; there is none that doeth good, no, not 

ONE Now we know that what things 

soever the law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law : that every mouth may be stop- 
ped, and ALL THE WORLD may become guilty 
BEFORE God."* 

All history, all experience, prove the correct- 
ness of this mournful picture. All men have 
sinned against the law of God, as it is written 
on their hearts ; and those on whom the Scrip- 
tures are bestowed, have sinned against the 
same law, as it is more largely unfolded in the 
sacred volume. There are, however, two points 
connected with the subject, on which it may be 
desirable shortly to touch. It is, in the first 
place, a well known fact, that one man is tempt- 
ed in one way, and another in another — that 
we all have our peculiarly besetting sins. Now 
Christianity teaches us that such is the esssen- 
tial unity of the law of God, that he who offends 
** in one point" is " guilty of all ;" that is, he 

• Bom. Ul, »~19. Comp. Pf. iiv,S, 3. 
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Stands condemned as a transgressor against the 
one great system of divine holiness. I appre- 
hend that this doctrine agrees with the decis- 
ions of conscience. No man who is truly 
brought under conviction of sin, will refuse to 
acknowledge that he has transgressed the law 
of God considered as a whole, and is therefore 
liable to the fulness of the curse. " The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die." 

And, secondly, although the restraints of 
education or of civil society, may protect many 
from those gross crimes of which others are 
guilty, yet experience and Scripture alike de- 
monstrate, that the seeds of great offences are 
found in those bad dispositions to which all men 
are liable — ;the seed, in point of nature, being 
identical with the plant. " Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer, and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him." 
Hence we may learn that in order to form a 
just estimate of the character of man without 
grace, it is reasonable and even necessary, to 
look at those cases in which his iniquity is the 
roost developed, and therefore the most glaring. 
In the horrors of the gambling-house ; in the 
extremes of lasciviousness or treachery ; in the 
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wickedness of felons ; in the merciless stroke 
of war ; in the cruelties of the slaTe trade and 
slavery — we find ample proofs that (without 
the redeeming influence of religion) our whole 
species is corrupt and vicious. 

Let us now apply these premises to our gen- 
eral argument The Bible, which alone fully 
reveals the nature and character of sin, express- 
ly declares that all men have sinned, and are 
guilty in the sight of God. Although it is 
chiefly from the light of Scripture that we ob- 
tain a knowledge of this doctrine, we are quite 
sure, now that we have obtained it, that the 
doctrine is true. It is proved to be so, by our 
observation of the world around us, and by a 
review of our own conduct. On this funda- 
mental point, therefore, the declarations of 
Scripture agree with experience ; they are fully 
confirmed hy unquestionable facts. 

But although the doctrine in question is now 
so clearly ascertained, it is oiie which men, in 
their own wisdom, appear to be utterly incapa- 
ble of discovering ; one also from which they 
turn away with an instinctive aversion, because 
it is totally subversive of the pride of the hu- 
man heart. I conclude therefore that the book 
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which pours forth a blaze of light .on the sub-- 
ject, and, unwelcome as this truth may be, 
holds up a conviction of it as essential and fun- 
damental in religion, cannot be a book of man's 
invention. It must surely have been giveti to 
us by Him who knows all things, who searches 
the hearts of his children, and who mercifully 
detects the disease that he may apply the re- 
medy. ^ 



That all men have transgressed the law of 
God, and are sinners in his sight, is a moral 
phenomenon of immense importance, for which 
the uninspired wisdom of man is incapable of 
accounting. But the Scriptures state the ori- 
ginal cause of this phenomenon ; they also ac- 
count for its continuance, in a manner " so 
reasonable and so accordant with experience, 
as to win the assent of every candid mind. 

It cannot be conceived that God, who is per- 
fectly holy, created man unholy. Such an idea 
is directly opposed to the fair presumptions of 
reason, and to the dictates even of natural reli- 
gion. It is in the Scriptures however, and in 
them only, that the contrary is expressly re- 
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Tealed ; for at the dose of the six days' work 
** God" (it is written) " saw every thing that 
he had made, and behold it was very good.'' 

This description applied with peculiar force 
to man, whom God bad created " in his own 
image/' after his *' likeness ;" that is, had en* 
dowed him with reason, power, virtue, and im- 
mortality. With regard to virtue in particular, 
Solomon declares that God made man '' up' 
right" But although created virtuous, and 
void of all defilement, our first parents were 
liable to temptation, and were made free to 
ch(K)se between good and evil ; and no sooner 
had they been betrayed into an act of disobe- 
dience, that is, of 5m, than the chain of love 
and union which had bound them to their Crea- 
tor, was severed. Their original natorai virtue 
was lost forever ; their bodies were condemned 
to death ; and, morally^ they were dead already, 
prone to wickedness, and destitute of any pow- 
er of their own to perform a good action. Such 
is the condition of those persons who are " dead 
in trespasses and sins'' — a condition common 
by nature to all mankind. 

It is a proverb familiar to reason as well as 
to religion, that no man can bring " a clean 
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thing out of ab unclean," and the Scriptures 
teach us that the moral condition of Adam was 
transmitted to his descendants of all genera- 
tions. " By one man sin entered into the world 
and death by sin ; and so death passed upon aU 
men f for that all have sinned.*^ " Through the 
offence of one, many are dead** — " By one 
inan's disobedience many were made sinners.** 
It is evident that the death which is here de- 
scribed by the apostle as passing upon all men, 
in consequence of Adam's transgression, is not 
merely the return of the body to the dust from 
which it came, but the alienation of the soul 
from God — a spiritual death — the total cor- 
ruption of the human heart. For after confes- 
sing that in hisjlesh (that is, in his fallen na- 
ture) there dwelt "no good thing** he cries 
out, " Who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death V** Again he argues, that if " Christ 
died /or all, then were all dead.** Nor is it 
Paul alone who speaks of this spiritual death 
into whicii our whole species is fallen, for the 
same doctrine was familiar to the other apos- 
tles. Our Saviour himself also speaks of man- 
kind, as *Most," that is *^ perished,** and de- 

* Rom. tM, 18, 34. Comp. Bom. viii, 6. 
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dares that those who hear his word are " pass- 
ed from death unto life/' 

Ai other times the same moral state is de- 
scribed under the figure of mortal disease. 
** The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked (or diseased.") ** The 
whole head is sick and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the head, 
there is no soundness in it : but wounds and 
bruises and putrefying sores ; they have not 
been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified 
with ointment." Such was the mental condi- 
tion of a people who were blessed, above all the 
nations of the earth, with the light of God's 
countenance. And the same description ap- 
plies to our fallen race in all ages, for " the 
heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and mad- 
ness is in their heart while they live, and after 
that, they go to the dead."* 

Now, as in the history of the fall of Adam, 
the Scriptures give a clear account of the first 
entrance of sin into the world ; so, in the doc- 
trine that the heart of man is naturally Corrupt, 
and dead to holiness — they afford us a satis- 
factory explanation of the tremendous fact, that 
* Eee. ix, 3. Coinp. Gen. sU 5. 
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aU men are sinners. This is the true account^ 
this the intolligihle reason, of the universal un- 
godliness of our species ; of the bloody and per- 
fidious deeds which stain the pages of history ; 
and of all those open and secret sins, which in 
various degrees, and under different forms, 
have polluted the life and conduct of every man 
living. 

When Sir Isaac Newton bad published his 
theory of attraction, and proved that it explain- 
ed with nice precision, a variety of known phe- 
nomena — accounting equally for the apple's 
falling to the ground, and for the orderly courses 
of the planets — all men were constrained to 
acknowledge the correctness of his philosophy. 
The agreement between the principle which he 
advanced, and a number of acknowledged facts, 
afibrded an unquestionable proof that his theory 
was true. In like manner, when the Bible pro- 
poses the corruption of man as a principle; 
and. when this principle is found to afford a 
satisfactory explanation of the appearances of 
sin, under every possible shape or combination, 
we are equally compelled to confess that the 
doctrine of Scripture is true ; and as we trace 
Newton's discovery on a physical subject, to 



d by Google 



CONDITION OP MAN.. 131 

tbe unequalled powers of his reason, so do we 
ascribe the discovery made to us in Script ure, 
on this moral and spiritual subject^ to the illu- 
mination of (he Holy Spirit, who alone searches 
the heart of man, and reveals its true condition. 
Now that we are acquainted with Newton's 
theory of attraction, it appears so palpable, that 
we can scarcely account for its not having been 
before discerned ; and now that we know the 
secret of human corruption, we are astonished 
that men should never have detected this ob- 
vious cause of their own transgressions. Yet, 
in reality, both these truths lay deeply hidden — 
the one from every superficial observer of na- 
ture ; the other from all men, without revela- 
tion. And there is nothing by which the dis- 
covery in either case is rendered so admirable, 
as by its simplicity — the native force of truth 
with which it commends itself to every under- 
standing. 

But we have not yet stated the whole of our 
case ; for as the wickedness of man is owing 
to the corruption of his heart, and his corrup- 
tion to his fall — a chain, of which no man can 
deny the consistency — so his fall is traced in 



d by Google 



13!2 SINFUL AND ENSLAVED 

Scripture to the devices of a powerful and ma- 
licious being, the prince of fallen angels, the 
enemy of God and man, and the author of evil. 
It was the devil who tempted our first parents 
into sin, and no sooner had thej sinned, than 
they became subject to his dominion. And 
such continues to be the wretched lot of their 
degenerate descendants; they are under the 
rule of Satan ; they are in bondage to the pow- 
er of darkness. In their natural ignorance, 
and sinfulness, they are the willing subjects of 
" the god of this world, who hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not^ They walk 
" according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience." "Ye are of your father the 
devil," said Jesus to the unbelieving Jews, 
" and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer fVom the beginning, and abode 
not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of 
his owji ; for he is a liar, and the father of it."* 
Nor is the power and work of the great ad- 
versary of souls restricted to un regenerate men. 
He is described as the tempter, tormentor, and 

* John Tiii, 44 Comp. Bfatt. xiU, 38, 39. 1 John iii, 6, 10. 



d by Google 



CONDITION OP MAN. 133 

unwearied foe, even of the children of God, 
" Be sober, be vigilant," said Peter to the 
" elect" though " scattered" church, " because 
your adversary the devil as a roaring lion, walk- 
eth about, seeking whom he may devour." 
" Put on the whole armour of God," says ano- 
ther apostle to a community of Christian con- 
verts, '' that ye may be able ^o stand against 
the wiles of the devil ; for we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places." On other occasions, Paul de- 
clares that it was the devil who hindered his 
services in the gospel, and that the thorn in his 
flesh, by which he was so sorely afflicted, was 
" the messenger of Satan to buffet him" — tes- 
timonies which agree with the doctrine of the 
apostle John, who describes the same restless 
being as the author of persecution, and as the 
" accuser" of the brethren, " which accused 
them before God, day and night." 

I am well aware that some persons who make 
a profession of Christianity, are prone to set 
aside these plain scriptural declarations, and 
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pretend to believe that Satan is a mer^ figure 
of poetry, and has no personal existence. 

But I consider it impossible ht any one to 
take a broad, impartial view of the state of 
mankind — to visit in his mind the habitations 
of cruelty, and the obscene haunts of an abomi- 
nable idolatry — without arriving at a strong 
conviction that our degraded species is not only 
prone to wickedness, but exposed to the power 
of some deceitful and malignant being. When 
we direct our thoughts in succession, to Aisia, 
with her hundreds of millions of idolaters ; to 
Africa, with her population sunk in night, and 
with the atrocities of her slave trade ; to Ameri- 
ca, where man is in chains, and those chains 
are riveted and justified by the two nations 
upon earth most conspicuous for their love of 
liberty ; to Europe, where the professed disci- 
ples of a religion of peace have been engaged, 
for a long course of centuries, in mutual car- 
nage — we are compelled to confess that man, 
corrupt in himself, has fallen an easy prey to 
the tyranny of the devil. 

The declarations of the Bible on this awful 
and affecting subject, coincide with the dic- 
tates of common sense, exact observation, and 
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long-continued experience. And the notion 
which appears to have been entertained by men 
of all ages and countries, of the existence of 
such an adversary, is in itself no trifling evi- 
dence that these declarations are true. 

With respect to awakened Christian believ- 
ersj these will generally be prepared to confess, 
that they have experienced the influence of an 
evil Power who plays upon their own treacher- 
ous hearts — the enemy without, practising on 
the traitor within. They well know that there 
is one who tempts them to unbelief and sin, 
harasses them, with doubts, torments them with 
accusations, and at times suggests ideas to their 
minds, which they are utterly ashamed of har- 
bouring, and which they can trace to no other 
origin. Such is the work of Satan, as it ia 
described by the sacred writers ! Such is hia 
work as it is familiar to individual experience ! 

Now by what means a being who doubtless 
was created holy, lost his first estate, and be- 
came not only wicked himself, but the author 
of evil in this lower world, the Scriptures do 
not reveal ; and it were worse than idle for us 
to conjecture. Neither is it possible for us to 
fathom the purposes for which tjod has seen 
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meet to permit this worst of enemies to prevail 
for a season over men, and to bring them under 
bondage to sin. For our present argument it 
suffices, that the doctrines of the Bible on these 
mournful topics — doctrines which that book 
alone has fully unfolded to mankind — agree 
with experience^ and are confirmed hy fact. 



SECTION IV. 

ON REPENTANCE AND MEDIATION. 

The sentiments which men entertain on the 
subject of repentance are ever found to be deep 
and extensive, exactly in proportion to the depth 
and extent of their views of sin ; just as our 
estimate of recovery from a disease, is commen- 
surate with our notion of the virulence and dan- 
ger of the disease itself. Certain it is, how- 
ever, that as the Scriptures alone reveal the 
true character of sin and the universal sinful- 
ness of mankind, so it is only in the Bible, that 
we find an adequate account of the nature and 
use of repontance, and a call to repent^ extend- 
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ed, without exception, to the whole human race. 
" Those eighteen upon whom the tower in 
Siloam fell and slew them, think ye that they 
were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusa- 
lem ? I tell you nay ; but, except ye repent^ ye 
shall all likewise perish." God '' commandeth 
all men every where to repent." " Repent ye, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

Repentance, according to the account given 
of it in Scripture, consists of two parts, which 
though distinct are indissolubly connected — 
sorrow for past sin, and such a change of mind, 
as leads to newness of life. And on both these 
do the sacred writers insist, as essential to the 
Christian character and acceptable to God our 
father. " Cleanse your hands ye sinners, and 
purify your hearts ye double-minded. Be afflict- 
ed, and mourn, and weep ; let your laughter 
be turned to mourning, and your joy to heavi- 
ness; humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord anihe shall lift you up." ** Thus saith 
the high and lofty One th^t inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble^ and to revive the heart of the contrite 
13 
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ones." What could be more gracious than the 
following exhortation and promise addressed to 
a corrupt and rebellious people ? — " Wash you, 
make you clean ; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes ; cease to do 
evil ; learn to do well, &c. .... Come now 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord ; 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow, and though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool." 

The passages which have now been selected 
and which are sufficient to serve the purpose 
of examples, are few from among a multitude ; 
for the whole tenor of Scripture — the united 
voice of prophets, apostles, and our Lord him* 
self — calls on a guilty and degenerate world 
to repent of transgression and return to God. 
No man, therefore, who imbibes the spirit of 
Christianity, can refuse to allow that repentance 
is good in itself; that it is well pleasing to our 
Heavenly Father ; and that it forms an indis' 
jpensable link in that chain which alone can 
terminate in the salvation of man. These are 
points, on which all who appeal to the Scrip* 
tures as the test of their opinions, are generally 
found to agree, and certainly th^re are no per- 
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80QS who more warmly insist upon them, than 
those who entertain orthodox yiews of evangeli- 
cal religion. 

But the question for ou^ consideration is this 
— Would repentance be of any avail for our 
reconciliation to God, and for our eternal salva- 
tion, without a Mediator ? This question our 
- Lord has most impressively answered in the 
negative — " I am the way, the truth, and the 
life ; no man cometh unto the Father, but &y 
me J* No wonder then, that he called upon a 
sinful generation, not only to repent, but to 
" believe the gospel." No wonder that Paul 
also, both in his public and private ministry, 
and to Jews as well as Greeks, testified at once 
''repentance towards God and faith towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

But the Scriptures go further. While they 
class repentance towards God, and faith in the 
Mediator together, and uphold them to our view 
as inseparable in the work of salvation, they 
clearly show that the free mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, is the sole procuring cause of our 
redemption here, and of our eternal happiness 
hereafter. Contrition for past sin, a change of 
heart, amendment of life, and even faith itself 
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which lies at the root of them, are severally the 
effects of the grace of God, and are necessary 
to our present and eternal welfare ; hut the 
cause of that welfare — the fountain of all our 
hopes — is the love of our Heavenly Father, 
flowing through a crucified Redeemer. " God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self; not imputing their trespasses unto them." 
^^ This is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son." 

The notion that repentance has any inherent 
efficacy by which it procures the forgiveness of 
sin, and the salvation of the sinner, is opposed 
to the whole scope of Scripture. The Bible 
declares that " he who committeth sin is of the 
devil ;" and that in order to escape from its 
penal consequences, we must place our reliance 
not on any work of ours, nor on any condition 
of our minds, but solely on the Mediator, whom 
God in his free mercy has appointed to " destroy 
the works of the devil." 

The promise of this deliverer was made to 
our first parents almost immediately after their 
fall ; " The seed of the woman," said Jehovah 
to the serpent, *• shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shall bruise his heel." Here it is obscurely 
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indicated, that the Messiah was to be incarnate, 
to suffer, and to conquer — points which are 
severallj developed in the series of prophecies 
by which this original promise was succeeded. 
In these, the Messiah is held out to view in the 
character of a Saviour, divine and yet human 
in his nature, who should mediate between God 
and his people — a mighty Prince, to be born 
of the seed of David, who should undergo great 
affliction, and in whom the righteousness- of 
God for the salvation of the world, should be 
fully manifested. 

His vicarious sufferings more especially, are 
described by the prophet Isaiah with the ut- 
most precision. " Surely he hath borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows ; yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflict- 
ed. But he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities : \he 
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed' 
and he was afflicted, (or, as in Lowth's version, 
*' It was exacted, and he was made answer- 
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Me") yet he opened not his mouth ; he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as h 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opea- 
eth not his mouth." 

While such was the language pf prophecy, 
that pf type was almost equally intelligible. 
The sacrifice of animals even before the flood, 
when, probably, no use was made of them for 
food;* the burnt oSerings made by Noah, 
Abraham, and Job; the intended sacrifice of 
Isaac, who was Abraham's only son by Sarah 
and heir of the promise ; the lamb of the passo- 
ver ; the lamb of the daily burntK^fiering ; the 
bullock and the goat slain for the siis of the 
people on the day of atonement ; the ratifica« 
tion of the covenant with the blood of peace- 
offerings qirinkled both on the book and on all 
the people — these and many similar rites, when 
viewed under the light of the gospel, admit of a 
clear explanation. In the first place, they were 
plain indications of the principle that repent* 
ance has no natural or inherent efficacy to pro- 
cure forgiveness, and that '' without shedding 
of blood is no remission." And secondly, they 

* It appears that permiaeion to eat animal food was not given 
to man until after tbe flood.— See Gen. iz, 3. Comp. j, S9. 
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were the expressive shadows of the Mediator to 
come, who was to make an atonement for the 
sins of mankind — whose blood was to cleanse 
from all sin. 

In his personal appearances to the patriarchs 
as the Angel of the covenant, the Son of God 
bore the character of a Mediator — one who in 
bis gracious dealings with his people, acted on 
behalf of God even the Father. But when he 
became incarnate and was about to commence 
his ministry, he was introduced by his forerun- 
ner to the attention of the people, under the 
peculiar notion, that he was to make an atone- 
ment for sin. ** Behold the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the world !'' 

Among the many truths which the New 
Testament declares, this is ever upheld aa 
primary and fundamental, and is wrought into 
the whole substance of the volume. While the 
fact of his crucifixion is detailed with great 
force and exactness by all the four evangelists, 
the conversations of our Saviour, and the apos- 
tolic epistles, contain evidences at once lumi- 
nous and abundant, that his death was propitiap 
lory — tl^at "he suffered, the just for the unjust^ 
that he might bring us to God," 
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But although the atonement made hy the 
Son of God on the cross is the centre of our 
subject, it is not his only act of mediation, un- 
der the dispensation of the gospel. He medi- 
ates between God and man, in all his offices — 
as our Prophet, by whom the truth was revealed 
to us, .and who still teaches us by his Spirit ; 
as our High Priest, who pleads our cause, be- 
stows on us his daily blessing, and ever lives to 
make intercession for us ; as our Sovereign, 
who is head over all things to his church ; as 
our Judge, to whom we must render the ac. 
count of our stewardship, and who will finally 
bestow on his children the gift of everlasting 
life. 

Having thus briefly stated the Scriptural doc- 
trines of repentance and mediation, we have 
now to show that these doctrines agree with 
experience, and recommend themselves to every 
candid mind, as reasonable and true.* 

I. Nothing can more readily approve itself 
to our reason, than the testimony of Scripture 
respecting the acceptableness and necessity of 

* On the subject of the following argument, see Butler's Analo- 
gy, Part ii. ch. v. 



d by Google 



REPENTANCE AND MEDIATION. 145 

repentance. T4ie sorrow of a child because of 
transgression against his father, is well-pleasing 
to the parent as an evidence of sincerity^ as an 
effect of love^ and as a pledge of improvement 
What then can be more reasonable than the 
Christian's belief that the penitence of a sinner 
is approved by our Heavenly Father, and ex-- 
cites the joy of the angels in heaven ? 

Again, if we reflect on our sinful condition 
by nature, and admit that! the heavenly state is 
one of perfect purity *<- a state which, in the 
▼ery nature of things, can be enjoyed only by 
the righteous — we cannot deny that a change 
of mind and (where life is prolonged) an amend- 
ment of conduct, must be indispensable to out 
future happiness. 

But salutary and necessary as repentance is 
proved to be, there is much in the known course 
of Providence, which plainly denotes, that it is 
not tit itself sufficient to remove the guilt of 
sin, or to deliver us from its consequences. 
The fortunes of the spendthrift are ruined, He 
bitterly regrets his folly, and adopts the habits 
of sobriety and economy. It is most probable^ 
nevertheless, that the ease and comfort of his 
^rmer condition will never be restored to him, 
14 
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The intemperate man who is hurried by his 
passions into the excess of personal indulgence , 
destroys his constitution. He repents and 
afoends, but the deepest penitence, even when 
accompanied by abstinence from his former 
habits, will fail to renew his emaciated frame. 
The criminal who has long persevered in break- 
ing the laws of his country, is arraigned at the 
bar of justice, and is condemned to imprison- 
ment or death. He repents with all siticerity ; 
but his repentance has no effect in opening the 
prison-door, or in staying the hand of the exe- 
cutioner. 

It is utterly in vain, therefore, to object 
against Christianity, that it represents repent- 
ance as insufficient of itself to save us from the 
punishment of our sins ; for the same objection 
would bear with equid force against that which 
is already visible in the government of God over 
mankind. On the other hand, from an actual 
knowledge of these analogous cases, and a thou- 
sand others of similar character, we conclude 
that this scriptural view of repentance is both 
reasonable and true. 

If we allow the .perfect holiness of God, it is 
impossible for us to suppose, that a life of which 
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the former part has been vicious, and the latter 
part virtuous, can be the same in his sight, as 
a life spent in virtue, from beginning to end. 
But here again we may appeal to experience. 
The sinner returns with the sacrifice of a bro- 
ken heart to an offended Deity. Under these 
circumstances, does conscience forego her office 
of condemning and punishing ? Does remorse, 
the scourge which this just judge employs, 
abate its fbr<ie and subside into nothing ? So 
far otherwise, that the deeper the repentance, 
the -more appalling becomes the recollection of 
past transgression — the more intolerable the 
pain which that recoUection occasions. Abso- 
lutely necessary as is the penitence of such an 
offender — * approved of God and rejoiced in by 
angels — it affords no peace to the offender 
himself. On the contrary, it breaks up his 
former tranquillity, nor can he again find re- 
pose, except in the mercy of God — that mercy 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

II. That mediation in the most general 
sense of the term is natural, no observer of 
nature can for a moment deny ; for a large pro- 
portion of the comforts which we enjoy in life, 
and oar very existence Haelf, are bestowed i^pon 
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US through the intervention of others. To what 
a number of middle agents — each performing 
his own office in the economj of Providence — 
are we all indebted for our food, our raimewt, 
our habitations, our social pleasures, our men- 
tal cultivation, our intellectual habits ! 

But to consider the subject in the more 
restricted scriptural view of our being saved 
from the punishment of sin, through the inter- 
vention of a Mediator — who does not know 
that such a mediation consists with the visible 
order of God's government, or in other words, 
agrees with experience ? 

Although the ruined spendthrift, the decre- 
pit sensualist, and the condemned criminal, 
may be destitute of all power to assist them- 
selves, yet if their excesses have not gone beyond 
a certain point, a brother, a physician, an in- 
tercessor, will oflen succeed in delivering them 
from the effects of their tran^ressions. 

The world abounds with poverty, misery, and 
sorrow, and these are oflen the natural con- 
sequences of our own misconduct It also con- 
tains many remedies for them, which for the 
most part, are applied to their purpose through 
the agency of others ; and which ar^ so many 



d by Google 



REPENTAlfCE AND MEDIATION. 149 

examples not merely of goodness, but of mercy ^ 
in the known government of God. Now the 
punishments of a future state, may equally fol- 
low sin, in the way of natural consequence ; 
and the prevention of them, through the medi- 
ation of Christ, is an infinitely higher, and yet 
a precisely analogous^ example of the same 
divine ipercy. Who then shall pretend that 
such a doctrine is strange or unnatural ? 

But the innocent Jesus, it is objected, is 
represented as suffering in behalf of ^titV/^ sin- 
ners, and even in their stead. Such undoubt- 
edly is the doctrine of Scripture, and to object 
to it, as if we were able to penetrate the coun- 
sels of an inscrutable Being, is a great absurdi- 
ty. But how doubly absurd does such an ob- 
jection become, when we look into the world 
around us, and perceive on every side innumer- 
able instances of the innocent suffering for the 
guilty ! 

For example — A son, although carefully 
educated, yields to his evil propensities, and 
pursues a course of dissipation. For a long 
time he may himself escape without punish- 
ment, but his parents mourn on his behalf, and 
mourn in his stead. Every act of vice or folly 
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which he is known to commit, inflicts a fresh 
wound on the hearts of those who are guihless 
of his offences ; and the more they regard the 
law of righteousness, the more deeply they suf- 
fer. Or, on the other hand, a parent neglect** 
his business, and falls into intemperance ; and 
what in consequence is the lot of his innocent 
offspring ? They are deprived of a good edu- 
cation, reduced to poverty, and exposed to in- 
numerable sorrows. In a temporal point of 
view, the sins of the father are visited on his 
children even to the '* third or fourth genera- 
tion." 

Almost all the crimes which men commit, 
and even their minor faults are the occasion, 
in various degrees, of misery or uneasiness to 
those who are no sharers in their guilt. More 
particularly, when we interfere on behalf of 
others, in order to prevent or remedy the afflic- 
■ tions in which they are involved by their own 
vice or folly, we seldom succeed in our object, 
except at the cost of much hibour and anxiety, 
and often ^of loss and injury, to ourselves. In 
all such cases, the pains which we endure are, 
strictly speaking, vicarious. 

It is clear then that the sufferings of the in- 
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nocent for the goilty is permitted under the 
goyernmentof God ; and there can be no doubt 
that it is often ordained for the most beneficial 
purposes. Now will any one w'ho has a just 
sense of his own ignorance, and of the secrecy 
of the divine counsels, object to this providen- 
tial appointment, even though the suffering in 
question be directly opposed (as is often the 
case) to the will of him who bears it. 

But the apparent difficulty is considerably 
lessened, when the pains which men«ndure 
for the sike of others are voluntary. What 
skeptical mind is offended by the labours and ^ 
difficulties which tnen so oflen undergo to serve 
a brother or a friend ; or by the self devotion 
of the sisters of chanty to the painful duties of 
the hospital ; or by the perils which a Howard 
braves in visiting infected prisons ; or by the 
banishment and privations which a Schwartz 
or a Brainerd endures, in order to preach the 
gospel to the heathen ? 

Now when the Lord Jesus, during his so- 
journ on earth, submitted himself to a life of 
hardship and poverty — when he carried the 
sorrows and bare the sicknesses of the people- 
bis sufferings on behalf of man, were purely 
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Voluntary — the effect of native and free be- 
nevolence. And the Scriptnres declare, that 
the same principle applies to his whole coarse 
of humiliation and suffering. Not only was it 
in obedience to the Father's will, but in perfect 
union of design with the Father, and in his 
own voluntary redeeming love, that he descend- 
ed from the height of his glory, ** took upon 
him the form of a servant," and " humbled him- 
self unto death — even the death of the cross." 
'^ Christ loved the church and gave himself for 
it" " Through^the eternal Spirit" he " offered 
himself without spot to God ;" and he conde- 
scended to illustrate this act of mercy by an 
alluision to human friendship. " Grreater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friend."* 

Thus then it is evident that the Scripture 
doctrine of mediation, both in its more general 
bearing, and in the peculiar view of the pro- 
pitiatory sufferings of Christ, although far above 
the scope of human invention, is consistent 
trith reason and agrees with experience. 

In order, however, that we may apprehend 
with greater precision the reasonableness of 

* John XT, l3. Comp. Rom. ▼, 6->8. 
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this doctrine, it is necessary for us to advert 
more particularly to two of its features. 

1. Were a mediator required to act on be- 
half of some miserable criminal in order to 
rescue him from impending punishment^ it 
would be a vast advantage if one could be 
found, who had a full understanding of the 
criminars case, and abundant opportunity of 
sympathising with his sufferings, and yet was a 
person of commanding influence — whose natu- 
ral situation would enable him to deal on equal 
terms with the offended party, say, with the 
supreme governor of the country. Should it 
be possible to obtain such a mediator, he would 
be selected by every person of reflection, in pre- 
ference to any other who had either less knowl- 
edge of the criminal's sufferings, or less au- 
thority in dealing with the sovereign. How 
matchless then is the wisdom and mercy of that 
dispensation, under which we are provided with 
a Mediator, who in his human character (though 
sinless) *' was in all points tempted like as we 
are," and is, therefore, " touched with a feeling 
of our infirmities;" and yet, being one with the 
Father in the Godhead, is one with him in dig- 
nity and power. ** Father," said Jesus, " I 
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WILL that thej also whom thoa hast given me 
be with me where I am." We are worms of 
the earth — (inite, weak, degraded, and ex- 
posed to suffering ; God is supreme, and infi- 
nitely powerful and holy. Behold in Christ the 
all-availing Mediator — the " Daysman betwixt 
us" — who " can lay his hand upon us both !" 

2. In contemplating the atoning sacrifice of 
the Son of God, we ought never to lose sight 6f 
its purpose, as declared by the apostle Paul-^— 
that God " might be just and the justifier of 
him which beliereth in Jesus." There is noth- 
ing in Scripture wtiich in the least degree sup- 
ports the notion that our Heavenly Father is 
naturally implacable, and that his wrath was 
appeased by the sacrifice of an innocent victim. 
While the prevalence of bloody sacrifices among 
heathen nations in all ages of the world, plainly 
indicates the feeling that without an atonement 
there is no forgiveness of sin, and while it af- 
fords an evidence of some original revelation on 
the subject, the vulgar notion that a wrathful 
Deity is by this method rendered placable, re- 
ceives no countenance from Christianity. In 
the Bible, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is repre- 
sented as the meatis^ appointed of the Father. 
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in perfect wisdom and iove, whereby he might 
freely justify the sinner, and at the same time 
preserve inviolate the holiness of his own cha- 
racter, and the claims of his moral law. 

Ceremonial sacrifice, as it was instituted on 
divine authority, was a display, and on the 
part of the offerer, an acknowledgment of the 
true desert of sin. It was an intelligible sign 
that the proper penalty of sin is death, and thus 
became an act of homage to the purity of the 
law and to the authority of God the lawgiver. 
On precisely the same principle, the sacrifice 
of the incarnate Son of God, was a public re- 
cognition of the most elevated and glorious 
kind, that- sin is unalterably offensive in the 
sight of God. Nor is it possible to conceive an 
event by which this truth could have been so 
clearly manifested, or so efficaciously impressed 
on his rational creation. 

At the same time it was an infinitely exalted 
example, and therefore proof, of the unmerited 
love and mercy of God towards a sinful world 
—an act of grace, which places the whole of 
our fallen race under unutterable obligations to 
our redeeming God and Saviour. 

Now I conceive that this matchless display 
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<^ holiness and lore in indissoluble union, fully 
accords with our most enlightened notions of 
the divine attributes ; that it agrees with all 
that we here know of the justice of God on the 
one hand, and of his mercy on the other ; that 
in the highest sense of the term, it is reason' 
able; and that as such, it must forever claim 
the admiration, and call forth the praises, of 
God's intelligent creation. 



SECTION V. 

ON THE FITNESS OF THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION. 

When we speak of the fitness of the scheme 
of redemption, that is, of its suitableness to its 
proposed ends, we must always recollect that 
the ultimate design of every dispensation of 
Providence, is the glory of God j and it is clear- 
ly the highest point in the character of regen- 
erate men, that they are taught of the Spirit to 
co-operate in this design. 

Such persons will be prepared to acknow- 
ledge that in that manifestation of holiness and 
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love conjointly, which distinguishes the scheme 
of redemption, there is a direct and perfect fit- 
ness to the end of God's glory. For we cannot 
conceive a method by which He could be more 
certainly glorified, than by so peculiar and dis- 
tinct a display of his attributes. 

Nor can we doubt that this display is intend- 
ed for the instruction, not merely of mankind, 
but of other orders of beings, endued with a 
rational and moral nature. Reason suggests 
this doctrine as highly probable ; and Scripture 
declares that one intent of the Christian dis- 
pensation was, that " now unto the principali- 
ties and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by th(e church the manifold wisdom of 
God." On the same ground, the doctrines of 
Christianity are described by the apostle Peter 
as ''things which the angels desire to look 
into*' — expressions which evidently convey tho 
idea that the glory of these things does not lie 
merely on the surface — that there is a depth 
ia them, not easily inspected or fathomed, into 
which even the angels delight to inquire. 

But the glory of God is insured through the 
Christian dispensation, not merely by a display 
of bis moral attributes to the universe, but by 
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the actaal effects produced, through this dis- 
pensation, in the good and happiness of his 
creatures. That thes6 effects are great and 
numerous, far beyond our powers of examina- 
tion or conception, we may readily suppose ; 
and that such is the £ict the apostle plainly 
indicates, when he speaks of God's good pleas- 
ure *' which he hath purposed in himself; that 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth, e?en in him.'' 

These remarks may serve to show the ex- 
treme futility of the objections advanced against 
Christianity on the ground that our world is 
too insignificant a part of the creation to be the 
object of redemption through the incarnation 
and sacrifice of God's own Son. For although 
this globe was selected as the scene of the 
event, the purposes to which the dispensation 
is directed are probably co-extensive with the 
universe itself; and to all these purposes it may 
be peculiarly and perfectly adapted. 

Did we however suppose that the inhabitants 
of this world were the sole objects of this mys- 
terious, display of holiness and mercy, the word 
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eternity would remove every difficulty ; ibr 
what purpose cau be conceived more worthy of 
God, and of the infinite resources of his Ldve, 
than the salvation of myriads of beings, of 
whose existence, as of his own, there will be 
no end 1 The globe which we inhabit may in- 
4ieed be but a point in God's universe, and its 
countless inhabitants almost nothing among the 
hosts of his intelligent creatures ; but who that 
regards the analogy of nature, will object on 
that account to the scheme of Christianity? 
Does it not seem as if the complete power of 
Deity were expanded on an insect, a feather, 
or a leaf? And is there not in the smallest 
parts of the creation, as well as in the stupen- 
dous whole, a hidden infinite which no man can 
search ? 

It appears then that, independently of all un- 
known purposes, extending, * as they may well 
be supposed to do, far beyond the liipits of our 
globe, the salvation of sinful man is in itself an 
end (subservient to God's glory) which fully 
justifies the grand peculiarities of the gospel. 
It remains fee us therefore to show that to this 
its professed end, the plan of redemption is 
exactly suited — that in it there is on adequate 
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supply of all our spiritual need — that in Christ 
" all fulness" dwells for our restoration and 
salvation. 

I. Man by nature is the child of ignorance. 
He may indeed put forth his powers of obser- 
vation and reason, and obtain much knowledge 
on worldly and physical subjects ; but respect- 
ing divine and spiritual things, he is in utter 
darkness, surrounded by a shade too deep to be 
pierced by, any beam of his own intelligence. 
It is true that God has endued him with a moral 
nature ; and that in the midst of his ruin by 
the fall, he is visited with a ray of heavenly 
light independently of any outward revelation. 
There can be little doubt that this blessing, 
like all other spiritual good, is bestowed upon 
him through the medium of a crucified Re- 
deemer. But in considering the fitness of the 
scheme of redemption, we must look to its 
operation, where it is actually made known ; 
for the outward revelation of truth clearly forms 
a part of the scheme itself. Now it is in re- 
vealed rdigioiiy and there only, tliat blind and 
erring man receives an illumination exactly 
proportioned to the depth and completeness of 
bis ignorance, 
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There, he obtains sufficient information on 
the nature and attributes of God, on the de- 
mands of the law, and on his own character 
and condition, his moral responsibility, and 
future .prospects. There, he is taught the les- 
son of the immortality of the soul, of the resur- 
rection of the body, and of judgment to come. 
There, he is made acquainted with the Saviour 
through whom he is reconciled to Gbd, and 
with the Spirit by whom he is converted and 
sanctified. . Well might Jesus say (in his pecu- 
liar character of a Revealer of Truth,) '* I am 
the light of the world. He that followeth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life."* Well might the apostle Peter 
call on the early Christian believers to " show 
forth the praises of him" who had " called" 
them '' out of darkness into his marvellous light." 

But the adaptation of this part of the scheme 
of redemption to the need of man, is apparent, 
not only from the completeness of the light 
bestowed, but from the limits by which it is 
bounded. While the gospel makes known to us 
every thing which we can conceive to be requir- 
ed for the purpose of influencing our heaits and 

• lolw viU, la. Comp. Luke 1, 77— 7SL 
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directing oar practice, it never goes out of itd 
Way, as false systems of religion do, to indulge 
oar curiosity, or to please the speculative mind. 
Momentous facts are revealed to us which bear 
with irresistible force on our afiections, and 
therefore on our practice ; but the mode of 
these facts — a matter with which we have no 
concern — is hidden from our view. It is the 
unchanging principle of divine reveJation, that 
*' the secret things belong unto the Lord oar 
God, but those things which are revealed be- 
long unto us and to our children forever, that 
we may do all the words of this law.'' 

II. But it is not enough for blind and err- 
ing man, that a clear revelation is made to him, 
of the " truth as it is in Jesus.'' His ignorance 
of the things of God is moral as well as intel- 
lectual, and his mental vision must be purified 
before he can entertain a just view of himself, 
his God, and his* Redeemer. ' Experience a& 
fords abundant proofs of the truth of the prin- 
ciple so clearly laid do\yn by the apostle Paul 
— " The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness 
unto him : neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually dlfcerned." " 
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The undeniable fact is, that we are by na- 
ture not only ignorant/but alienated from God — 
barren, hard, unprofitable, corrupt. No man, 
therefore, can be a partaker in any of the spirit- 
ual and saving blessings of the gospel, without 
regeneration. In the scheme of redemption, 
this is an article of primary importance ; be- 
cause upon it all the remaining provisions of 
that scheme (as it regards ourselves) entirely 
depend. The spiritual, like the natural life, 
must have its beginning, and regeneration is 
just as necessary to the former, as birth is to 
the latter. *^ Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God !" 

That this new birth — this vital change in 
the spirit of a man — cannot be produced by 
any strength or wisdom of our own, is a truth 
declared in Scripture, and one which the most 
extensive observation will never fail to confirm. 
Regeneration is the work of omnipotence, and, 
in the economy of grace, it is specially ascribed 
to the Holy Spirit. Every true convert is **• bom 
of God" — " born of the Spirit." 

The influence by which this change is effect- 
ed is compared by our Saviour, to the wind 
which " bloweth where it listeth." We must 
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not, therefore, pretend to define the tihie, the 
circumstances, or the methods, which God may 
be pleased to bless to this mighty end. Never* 
theless, the instrument which, according to the 
experience of believers, is usually employed for 
the purpose, is the gospel of our Redeemer 
Christians are ^ born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible (that is, of the Spirit) 
— by the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever." " And. this is the wcwd," adds the 
apostle, '' which 6y the gospel is preached unto 
you." ''Of his own will, begat he us mih the 
word of truth.*' 

The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, takes of the doctrine of Christ, 
and reveals it to our souls. By renewing us in 
the " spirit of our mind," he rectifies our de- 
praved intellectual faculties, and enables us to 
comprehend and imbibe the gospel; again, 
through the medium of the understanding, he 
impresses its contents on the heart. Thus he 
imparts to us a new life, humbles us under a 
sense of sin, and turns us to our Saviour and 
our God. 

III. Man by nature is the child of wrath, 
labouring under the curse of the law— -the 
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cwful sentence of eternal death. What then 
can be conceived more adapted to his need 
than justification — a plenary remission of all 
bis sins through the atoning sacrifice of Christ, 
and a free acceptance of him as righteous, for 
the sake of a righteous Saviour ? 

Here he finds reconciliation with u God of 
justice, deliverance from condemnation and 
eternal punishment, and a well founded hope 
of immortal bliss. The utmost claims of the 
law are satisfied ; the holiness of the Creator is 
more than ever manifested ; and the broken- 
hearted sinner reposes, in peace, on the bosom 
of infinite mercy. In himself indeed, as a 
transgressor from his birth, he is vile and pol- 
luted, but by tho blood of Jesus sprinkled on 
his heart, his conscience is purged from every 
^ad work ; and having obtained an interest in 
the Saviour of men, he wears a robe of righ- 
teousness in wlMch there is no spot God ac- 
cepts him in the Belo^d ; and adopts him as a 
child of grace, and as an heir of glory. 

Such is the view presented to us in the 
Scriptures of the justification of the sinner, and 
nothing short of faith in this free gifl of mercy, 
can impart to the awakened mind, substantial 
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peace either ih Vivmg or in dying. To ad- 
fen more partidalarlj to peace in death — how 
tremendoas must it be, to meet the king of ter- 
rors, and to plnnge into the fathomless abjss of 
eternity, withont a Savioar ( 

Many who hare despised Christianity and 
rejected its warnings daring the day of their 
probation, ha^ found the near approach of 
death unspeakably terrible. Yet the philoso- 
phical nnbelie?er is sometimes known to put 
off mortality with cold sedateness, and the 
wicked have often ** no bands in their death ;" 
they meet their '^ last end" like the beasts that 
perish. 

The false rest of the philosopher, in such a 
case, may be traced, to the hardness of unbe- 
lief ; while that of the wicked is the obvious 
consequence of a seared conscience. But let 
a man be convinced of the holiness of God, of 
4)i8 own sinfulness and corruption, and of the 
infinite terribleness of the curse of the law — 
let him view his condition and danger as they 
really are— fand he will enjoy no tranquillity in 
death, except from a reliance on the infinite 
mercy of God through the atoning blood of a 
Saviour. Here there is peace for the dying 
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penitent, and here his peace is perfect The 
exact suitableness of the provision offered to us 
in the gospel, for the sinner's last and utmost 
need, affords us an ample evidence that it is the 
boon of Heaven. 

In order to apprehend this suitableness how- 
ever, we must fix oar regards in an especial 
manner on the dignity of the Mediator — on 
the glory and fulness of his Deity. For the 
mighty purpose of deliverance from guilt and 
sin, the believer, who knows the depth of his 
own corruption in the fall, can place no con- 
fidence in any mere man, or even in the most 
exalted and powerful of created beings. No 
sacrifice can supply his need, for the blotting 
out of sin, but one of in6nite worth. No medi^ 
ator will suffice for the repose of his troubled 
spirit, butjsuch an one as is proposed to him in 
the gospel — a Mediator who was not only man 
to die y but God to save — omnipotent, to bear 
the burden of his iniquities, to deliver him from 
the power of Satan, and to quicken him from 
his moral death unto life eternal. 

It is this grand distinguishing feature of the 
gospel, which above all others adapts it to the 
depth and extent of our ruin, and which, in the 
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same degree, estabUahes the truth and dmne 
origui of the CbristiaD system, x 

IV. But peace in death is not the onlj biesB- 
ing of which the sinner stands in need. He 
wants to be supplied with motiTes, which nriU 
inevitably lead him to a Ufe of righteousness ; 
for while an abundant ptovision is m^e in the 
gospel for tbe pardon of the penitent transgres- 
sor, it remtins to be true that " without holi* 
ness no man can see the Lord." 

Now were justification proposed to htm oa 
such terms as would leave him without a doQ 
sense of the enormitjr of sin, this end would not 
be answered ; because his feeling of the neces- 
sity, of forsaking sin, would be siight in propor* 
tion to his estimate of the enl itself. Did we, 
for example, suppose that forgiveness was offer* 
ed to us as the mere reward of repentance, and 
of such poor repentance as human reason could 
eflRsct, the k>w views of siq which such a notion 
would engender, would never afford a sufficient 
motive for a radical change of conduct When 
we consider tbe deeeitfulness of the heart of 
man, may we not rest assured, that the prac- 
tical infereiiee would be, *' we will continue in 
sin» thai grace may abound V* 
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But how difTerent is the operation of that 
scheme of redemption, in which the free par** 
don of- the penitent sinner is bestowed on the 
sole ground of the atoning sacrifice of the Sa«i 
viour ! The ])ortentous fact of the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ, and of his propitiatory death on 
the cross, cannot fail to produce, in the mind 
of the believer, a settled conviction of the dan^ 
ger and malignity of sin. And here again, the 
Deity of Jesus is proved to be the spring and 
centre of the system. Could the death of a 
mere man like ourselves have atoned for the 
sins of the world, sin must needs be an evil of 
small importance. Were the work to be effect-r 
ed by some angel or archangel, that evil might 
indeed assume a somewhat more imposing form, 
but could scarcely be regarded as desperate"—* 
the sure parent of everlasting wo. But behold 
the Son of God, who is one with the Father in 
infinite power and glory, descends from his 
throne of majesty, becomes a man, and bears 
upon HIMSELF, the penalty of our transgress 
sions. How deadly, in the view of every en^ 
lightened believer, must be that evil, for the 
remedy of which God has seen fit to provide by 
^ astonishing ^, sacrifice \ 
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The light which is thus reflected from the 
cross of Jesus on the danger aud desert of sin, 
coDuected as it is with an express revelation of 
the purity of God, and of the future punish- 
ment of transgressors, has a powerful tendency 
to excite in the Christian, a dread of sinning, 
and an awful fear of that holy Being, to whom 
sin is infinitely offensive. , Nor can we easily 
overrate the importance of this fear, as a re- 
straining principle, as an unceasing motive to 
circumspection and self-denial. Truly may it 
be said, that '^ the fear of the Lord is a fountain 
of life, to depart from the snares of death." 

But a believing view of Christ crucified, is 
the most effective means not only of inspiring 
a dread of sin, but of adding poignancy and 
depth to the penitence of the sinner. " I will 
pour upon the house of David and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications, and they shall look upon 
me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one 
that is in bitterness for his first born.'' 

Every one must perceive that such an effect 
is of the highest importance for the purpose of 
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reformation. The fear of God to which we are 
introduced by a knowledge of Christ crucified^ 
is indeed no slavish principle ; for with it there 
never fails to spring up another motive to obe- 
dience, of a still more delightful and influential 
character. That motive is love'. God, in the 
scheme of redemption, lays a sovereign hold on 
our affections ; and while he presents himself 
to us as a Being perfectly holy, and therefore 
perfectly lovely — by the free gift of his only 
begotten Son, he brings our love into action, 
commands our gratitude, and binds us by the 
dearest and strongest of ties to a life of piety 
and virtue. 

This is the third point in relation to which 
the fitness of a divine Saviour to our need is 
admirably manifested. Precisely in proportion 
as we exalt the gifl, we exalt also the demand 
on our gratitude. It is the infinite dignity of 
our Redeemer, and the corresponding precious- 
ness of his atoning blood — it is the doctrine of 
'* God manifest in the flesh" — which bears with 
a resistless force on the best feelings of the 
human heart, and by " the expulsive power of 
a new affection" delivers us from the love 
of this present world. The love of Christ is a 



d by Google 



172 THE FITNESS OF THE 

constraining principle. It leads to decision, to 
devotedness, &nd to perseverance. It is a hid- 
den spring in the machinery of man's heart, of 
such a nature, as to maintain through every 
diversity of heights and depths, an even energy ; 
and to occasion '* a perpetual motion" in the 
service of God, and in the pursuit of his glory. 

V. When we speak of the tendency of a 
particular doctrine to excite in our minds right 
motives of action, we do not forget that the 
affections of the natural man are utterly cor- 
rupt and inapplicable, without grace, to any 
holy purpose. But God has provided us with 
an influence, under which they resume their 
right character and direction, and therefore 
become effective for][the purest and most exalt- 
ed ends. 

The influence of the Holy Spirit, through 
which we are in the first instance converted to 
God, is afterwards *' shed abundantly" on the 
believer through faith in Christ crucified. It 
is perpetually at work in cleansing his thoughts 
and motives, in regulating his conduct, and in 
changing the whole current of his feelings and 
desires. In an especial manner the Spirit op- 
erates on the conscience — rectifying and re- 
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fining the moral sense, exalting the standard of 
virtue, and guiding the watchful and obedient 
soul into all that is pure, lovely, just, and true. 
*' Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth." ** The anoint- 
ing which ye have received of him abideth in 
you, and ye need not that any man teach you ; 
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as 
it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." 
** As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God." 

As the believer, with a patient and willing 
mind, follows this heavenly guide, that new 
creation gradually takes place in him, by which 
his once polluted soul is made meet for the 
purity of heaven, for the society of angels, and 
even for the presence of God himself. He puts 
off ** concerning the former conversation, the 
old man which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful lusts," and puts on ** the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness." Weak and unworthy as he is, he 
has renounced the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. Now he "sows to the Spirit," and 
brings forth its " fruit," which is " love, joy. 
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peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodnessr, 
faith, meekness, and temperance." " There- 
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture ; old things are passed away ; behold all 
things are become new." 

Such is the work of sanctification, the second 
main constituent of the scheme of redemption. 
That this work, made known to us as it is only 
by Christianity, is adapted to the spiritual need 
of the sinner, admits of no question. And 
equally obvious is it that the nice precision with 
which it suits its purpose, affords a practical ' 
demonstration that it is God's institution, and 
not man's invention. ' 

Here it may be remarked, that the Spirit of 
God bestowed on believers in Jesus, is the 
earnest of their inheritance, the pledge of their 
future happiness. Hence it is the means of 
exciting and strengthening in their minds ano- 
ther motive to action, of high importance to 
their spiritual progress. That motive is httpe^ 
and, these in the gospel, are two-fold. 

The hopes of the Christian are founded on 
the promises of God — the promise of grace for 
the present life, and that of glory for the life to 
come. When, therefore, we have experienced 
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the fulfilroent of the first of these promises, our 
reliance on the second is confirmed and estab- 
lished. And what is the consequence? *A 
*' good hope through grace" animates our exer- 
tions, and cheers us onwards " in the race 
which is set before us." The Christian, who 
has drunk at no stagnant well, but at the foun- ' 
tain of living water, is forever aspiring afler his 
final victory. " Forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth afler those things 
which are before," he presses " towards the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus." 

VI. Yet the work of sanctification is very 
gradual. The believer is engaged in an ardu- 
ous warfare ; and the conflict between the car- 
nal and spiritual mind, is oflen one of long 
duration, and subject to many vicissitudes. Al- 
though he has imbibed a hatred of sin, and is 
actuated by the fear and love of God, and by 
the hope of glory, yet his natural corruption is 
far from being speedily annihilated. Sin, in 
its more hidden and insinuating forms, is oflen 
mixed up with his thoughts and imaginations, 
and even with his words and actions ; and al- 
though be is no longer under its dominion, he 
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soon discovers' that a complete victory over it 
can be obtained, only at the cost of many paia^ 
fnl struggles. While he is exposed like other 
men to temporal afflictions, the plague of hi» 
own heart is to him a source of sorrow and dis- 
tress, of which the unregenerate world knows 
nothing. Above all, Satan is his tempter and 
tormentor — a perpetual, and sometimes, alas ! 
H successful enemy. 

But what a blessed provision is made for him 
in the scheme of redemption! In the first 
place a free access is opened through the blood 
of Jesus, to a throne of infinite mercy. Hither 
it it his daily and hoqrly privilege to resort, that 
he may hold communion with God, and while 
he wrestles with the Holy One of Israel for a 
blessing, the Spirit helps his infirmities, adds 
grace to his supplications, and as it were prays 
in his stead, with ** groanings which cannot be 
uttered." 

And, in the second place, if he sins, he has 
" an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous" — an High Priest at the right 
band of the Majesty on high, who not only 
died to reconcile us to God^ but ever lives to 
make intercession for us. This risen and glo- 
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rified Mediator is, indeed, with wondrous ex- 
actness, suited to our need. On the one hand 
he is touched as a brother with a feeling of our 
infirmities ; on the other hand he rules supreme, 
for the help and deliverance of his servants, 
over all the powers of darkness. He is at once 
our pitying friend, and our invincible captain. 

As other parts of the scheme of redemption 
are calculated to bring into exercise the motives 
of fear, gratitude, and hope, so these consoling 
features of it, have a peculiarly powerful ten- 
dency to imbue us with a fourth principle of 
immense practical importance — I mean, trust 
in God, Those who are accustomed, under 
the influence of the Spirit, to draw near, through 
an interceding Mediator, to the Fountain of 
life, are attracted by an ever-present dispensa- 
tion of mercy to stay themselves upon God. 
They are taught by delightful experience, to 
place a firm reliance on the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost ; they live by faith in an 
unseen yet all-sufficient Saviour. And what 
is the practical consequence 1 While they lean 
on the arm of omnipotence, they gradually at- 
tain to that stability both of sentiment and prac- 
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tice, which the speculations of men, and the 
storms of life can never shake. . 

VIE. Man in the fall is not only vicious, but 
miserable. He stands in need of happiness; 
and Christianity bestows upon him, even here, 
just so much of that heavenly boon, as suits his 
real condition. 

The general tendency of Christianity to pro- 
mote the happiness of mankind, is manifested 
by a comparison of the state of the ancient 
heathen world, with that of Christendom. 

The comforts of the hospital, the mitigations 
of the method of war, the place assigned in the 
scale of society to females, the sacred character 
of the marriage tie, and the numerous efforts 
made in Christian countries for the relief of the 
indigent, are so many proofs of the general ten- 
c^ncy of Christianity to promote the happiness 
of mankind. These effects are produced even 
N where our religion is by no means fully influen- 
tial. Were its principles more deeply imbibed, 
and were they universal, the whole world would 
be a scene of peace, order, and love. 

But to consider the subject as it regards in- 
dividual experience. Let a man heartily em- 
brace the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, and 
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give himself up to its regenerating influence ; 
and not only will he become a centre of good 
and comfort to all around him, but there will 
be opened to himself resources of happiness, to 
which he was before an utter stranger. Now 
will he, as a reconciled and adopted child of 
God, delight in communion with his Creator, 
and derive, from daily obedience to the Sa- 
viour, a perpetual pleasure. A sacred charm 
will be cast over the enjoyments of life, and 
even its afflictions will be welcomed as tokens 
of a Father's love. Now will he be cheered, 
through every vicissitude, with the glad hope 
of immortality, and the ** love of God, shed 
abroad** in his heart, will at times impart that 
flow of mental peace, ^hich may well be re- 
garded as a foretaste of heaven. 

While however such happiness in the pre- 
sent life is the consequence of a hearty recep- 
tion of the gospel, it is a circumstance which 
strongly confirms our argument, that Christi- 
anity does not, like religious systems of human 
invention, offer us happiness on false terms. 
In the first place, it utterly rejects all self- 
imposed mortifications as the means of pur- 
chasing it; and secondly, while it sanctions the 
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innocent pleasures of life, it requires the sur- 
render of the whole heart, and wounds in order 
to heal. A man must be smitten with sorrow 
under the sense of his transgressions ; he must 
sacrifice the pride of his heart at the foot of the 
cross of Christ ; he must take up his own cross 
and follow Jesus — before he can be made a 
partaker of the happiness of religion — " of the 
peace of God which passeth all understanding." 

Neither does Christianity flatter even her 
obedient children with promises of a painless 
life. Rather does she teach them to expect 
tribulation ; and to glory in their conformity 
with the sufferings of Christ. The Christian, 
whose eye is opened to behold his own corrup- 
tion, and the depravity and wretchedness of 
mankind, has sorrows^ as well as joys, which 
are peculiar to himself; nor would he dare to 
accept immunity from suffering, on the condi- 
tion of having his vision blinded. He sees this 
sinful and sorrowful world as it really is ; and 
for unclouded happiness, his regards are fixed 
exclusively on the world to come. 

VIII. Finally, sinful man is mortal ; he 
stands in need of immortality. He is exposed 
to endless suffering ; be stands in need of eter* 
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nal joy. These blessings are abundantly be- 
stowed upon him through the peculiar efficacy 
of the scheme of redemption. 

We have already remarked, that while Chris- 
tianity confirms the presumptions of reason, 
that the soul survives the body, it reveals the 
additional doctrine, that in the last day all men 
will be raised from death — the just to happi- 
ness, the unjust to shame and misery. As it 
relates to the faithful followers of Christ, the 
resurrection of the body clearly forms a part of 
the scheme of redemption. It is represented 
in Scripture as the last step to the fulness of 
their happiness, and as a blessing bestowed 
upon them, through the mediation of that Re- ' 
deemer, who has himself triumphed over death 
—whose resurrection is the pledge of theirs. 

The suitableness of Christianity to the need 
of sinful man, is completed by its provision for the 
conquest and extermination of death. When 
Christ shall have changed ** our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body ;'' 
and when he shall have made manifest to the 
universe, on the last day of account, our free 
and perfect justification — then will our salva- 
tion be finished, and oar utmost need forever 
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supplied. Through " the blood of the everlast- 
ing covenant/' our portion will be bliss, unut- 
terable and eternal. 

Such is the glorious consummation which 
Christianity proposes to the faith and hope of 
her children. But, in conclusion, let us mark 
the unrivalled wisdom, the nice propriety — all 
her own — with which she unfolds to them the 
glories of their future state. The heaven re- 
vealed to us in the Scriptures is, in the first 
place, no spiritual non-entity, such as a vain 
philosophy has sometimes imagined — a mere 
condition of mind, independent of place or 
circumstance ; but a sober reality — a better 
country — ^^a region of infinite delights. And, 
secondly, on the other hand, it is not, like Ma- 
homet's paradise, the inheritance of /lesh and 
blood, or the scene of any carnal pleasure, but 
there all is spiritual, and all is pure. 

The language of the sacred writers on the 
subject, although abounding in expressive and 
affecting images, is indeed distinguished from 
that of all false prophets, by an absence of de- 
tails, and by a decent and solemn reserve, 
*' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things 
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which God hath prepared for them that love 
him."* Yet God has made known to us enough 
of these things to enlighten the understanding, 
and satisfy the heart. In the Scriptures we 
are assured^ that rest from labour and sorrow, 
a total cessation from sin, a perfect fellowship 
and harmony, the immediate presence of Christ, 
the ever-flowing influences of the Spirit, the 
service and praise of God — will constitute the 
joy of saints — the eternal pleasures of heaven. 

Above all, it is the noble distinction of the 
scheme of redemption, that under its gracious 
provisions, happiness goes hand in hand with 
holiness — that the latter is absolutely indispen- 
sable to the former — and that they will know 
no separation in all eternity. 

It appears then 

JFirst — That the primary purpose of Chris- 
tianity, as of every other divine dispensation, 
is the glory of God — a purpose fully answered 
by that peculiar display of his attributes which 
distinguishes the scheme of redemption, and 
also by the good effects which that scheme 
produces on his creatures. 

Secondly — That in subservience to the glory 

« 1 Cor. ii. 9. Comp. Isa. Ixiv, 4. 
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of God, the purposes of this dispensation may 
probably be vast and namerous, far beyond our 
conception; that Scripture describes it as an 
object of contemplation to beings superior to 
man, and mentions its consequences as cch 
extensive with the universe. 

Thirdly — That the scheme of redemption 
is adapted with wonderful precision to the 
spiritual need o^ mankind; as appears from the 
following considerations : 

Through this plan of mercy, man, in his 
darkness, is illuminated ; yet only in such a 
manner and degree, as are suited to his condi* 
tion. 

Incapable by nature of apprehending the 
things of God, and dead to holiness, he is bom 
again of the Spirit. 

Guilty, and condemned by the law, he is 
freely forgiven and justified ; yet only on a prin- 
ciple which impresses him with a dread of sin, 
and an awful fear of God ; and while this fear 
inculcates circumspection, the love which the 
same plan engenders, constrains obedience, 
zeal, and perseverance. 

Sinful and weak in himself, he is guided, 
assisted, and sanctified by the influence of the 
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Spirit of God; yet so that the experience of 
grace, confirming the hope of glory, animates 
his own efforts in the race of virtue. 

Engaged in an arduous warfare against sin 
and Satan, he reposes on the mediation of a 
glorified Saviour, and thus imbibes that trust 
in God, which insures his stability in the truth. 

In his natural misery, lie is supplied even 
here with the boon of happiness ; yet only so 
far as it is safe for him to be hiippy. 

In the midst of death, he rejoices in the 
prospect of comp/c/c immortality. 

And finally, instead of his merited reward 
of endless wo, a heaven is set before him, at 
once substantial and spiritual ; at once infi- 
nitely joyous and perfectly pure. 

It is well observjed, in Ecclesiasticus, that 
*^ all things are double one against another," 
and that God ** hath made nothing imperfect." 
The force of this remark must be obvious to 
every one who looks abroad into the field of 
nature. The eye is made for the light, and 
the light for the eye ; the soil of the earth for 
its vegetable productions, and vegetables for 
the soil on which they grow ; the fish for the 
17 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



186 THB FITNESS OF THE 

waters, and the waters for the fish. All nature 
is filled with pairs of things, which have no 
tendency to produce each other, yet are fitted 
together with a perfect exactness. Who ever 
dreams that the lungs of a man produce the air 
he breathes, or the air the lungs which breathe 
it t Yet the structure of the lungs is exactly 
such as enables us to inhale a gaseous fluid ; 
and the air is just of the consistency wliich 
suits it to this structure. What anatomist is 
not aware, that the blood is so conducted through 
the lungs, as there to imbibe from the atmos- 
phere ils vivifying principle? What chemist 
does not know that the atmosphere is precisely 
so composed, as to serve this purpose ; that if 
either oxygen or azote was omitted, life would 
be destroyed — that even if they were mingled 
in different proportions, both air and lungs 
would immediately become useless "J 

Now in the moral and spiritual world, cor- 
respondences of a similar kind are easily per- 
ceptible. The light is not more suited to the 
eye, or the soil of the earth to the vegetable, 
or the water to the frame work of the fish, or 
the air to the lungs which inhale it, than is 
each particular of the scheme of redemption to 
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that part of our mental system, with which it 
Corresponds. And considered as a whole, re- 
vealed religion answers its end in supplying our 
spiritual wants, just as completely as nature 
serves her purpose, in providing for our present 
life, and in satisfying the demands of the body. 
No fair reasoner^ therefore, who is accustom- 
ed to trace the contrivances of this visible world 
to an all-wise Contriver, can refuse to allow 
that Christianity, like nature, is the work and 
ordinance of Him who pairs, adapts, and balan- 
ces all things according to their need. If the 
production of material things, which '' perish 
with the using,'' displays (as it unquestionably 
does) the wisdom and power of Go4 — how 
much more that new creation, which acts on 
the hidden springs of man's heart, opens the 
blind understanding, imparts the spiritual life, 
applies every motive to its proper function, 
redeems and purifies the guilty soul, and con- 
verts the very child of hell, into an heir of 
glory. 



The general argument which has now been 
stated, is confirmed and elucidated by some 
particular reflections* 
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In Uie first place, the great system of traih 
unfolded to us in the Bible, although admiraUy 
compacted, is in its nature complex. It is 
composed of many parts, and these are distin- 
guished, one from another, by different, and 
sometimes even by opposite characteristics. 
On the one hand'are revealed to us the terrors 
of the Lord — on the other hand, his spontane- 
ous mercies; on the one hand, election and 
sovereign grace — on the other, the unfettered 
and responsible agency of man. Above all, 
while the doctrine of justification declares the 
pardoning love of God towards a guilty world, 
that of sanctification proclaims with a voice 
equally strong and clear, the indispensable ne- 
cessity of personal holiness. 

But while these various parts of the system 
are distinct from each other, and may never be 
confounded, and while the mode in which they 
consist is in some instances concealed from our 
view, they are inseparably joined ; and being 
arranged with a perfect precision, they unite in 
producing a single effect. That effect is the 
moral renovation of fallen man. 

Now as the wisdom and power of God are 
ollen displayed in the multiplicity of ends which 
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a single means answers^ so they are no less 
iilustrioasly manifested by the combined appli- 
cation of diversified means, and even of op- 
posite principles, to the production of one broad, 
simple, and glorious, results This is one of the 
characteristics by which the counsels of the 
Supreme Being are pre-eminently distinguished 
— by which ** he turneth wise men backward, 
and maketh their knowledge foolish." Nor is 
it beside our mark to observe, that when Chris- 
tianity fails to produce its full and genial effect 
in sincere believers, this circumstance mostly 
arises from their taking too limited a view of a 
system, of which the very nature is, to compre- 
hend in one vast machinery whatsoever can 
effect the heart ofman, and form the character 
of the servant of God. 

This remark naturally leads us to our second 
point — namely, that Christianity is neither de- 
ficient nor redundant^ it equally rejects aug- 
" mentation and diminution. The history of the 
professing church of Christ, now continued 
through more than eighteen centuries^ affords 
many humbling proofs, that the moment we 
add anything to the religion of the New Testa- 
menty ot take anything away from it, that mo- 
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ment we injure its structure and weaken its^ 
effect. The doctrines of revealed religion came 
forth from the hands of their Author and his 
immediate followers, in s state of perfection, 
and the concentrated wisdom of ten thousand 
philosophers and theologians can change them, 
only for the worse. 

The man who has a just apprehension of his 
own spiritual need, and of the fulness which is 
in Christ, will readily acknowledge that the 
schenoe of the gospel is exactly suited to its 
purpose. But he will go further. He wiU 
confess that in whatsoever flights he may in- 
dulge his imagination, to whatsoever extent he 
may employ his speculative powers — it is ut- 
terly impossible for him to conceive any other 
scheme, or a scheme in any respect different, 
which would be equally well adapted to the 
salvation of sinners. Well might the apostle 
Paul exclaim,. *' Though we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gospel unto you, than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed !" 

As it is impossible for us to devise any new 
plan for the salvation of sinners, which would 
bear the least comparison with that of the gos- 
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pel, SO, in the third place, the scheme of re* 
demption revealed to us in Scripture, is itself 
distinguished by many peculiar features which 
no man, in his own wisdom, could either have 
invented or imagined. The infinite mercy of 
God, the fall and corruption of man, the influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost, and the spiritual glories 
of a future state, are all of them points which 
lie deeply hidden from the natural man, and to 
which there is no probability that his thoughts 
would ever have been directed. But our ob- 
servation applies with still greater force to the 
incarnation and sacrifice of the only-begotten 
Son of God — a doctrine not only original and 
absolutely singular, but far beyond the bounda- 
ries of man's conception. Yet this is the turn- 
ing point of the whole system, on which its 
restoring and saving eflicacy mainly depends. 
Under the love of God the Father, it is the 
moving cause of our salvation — the very spring 
of our hopes, our reformation, and our happi- 
ness. 

Fourthly, although extrinsic causes have 
hitherto prevented the universal diffusion of 
Christianity, our religion itself has no exclusive 
tendencies ; ** in its scope, purpose, and prac- 
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tical operation, it is entirely and equally adapt- 
ed to the whole human race."* 

All men are guilty — all condemned by the 
law — all diseased with sin — all under the 
yoke of Satan. To all alike therefore is that 
religion suited, which provides for our pardon, 
our deliverance, and our cure. But another 
reason of the universal applicability of the 
scheme of redemption, is the simplicity of the 
terms on which it is offered to our acceptance 
— *' Believe and live." God gave his only 
begotten Son, that " whosoever believeth in him 
might have everlasting life." " He that believ- 
eth on the Son hath everlasting life." *' Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christy and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy^house." 

That it is the duty of every man,^ as far a» 
lies in his power, to examine the evidences of 
Christian ity^ and to mark and number the pil- 
lars which support the fabric of our faith, and 
that such a practice is of eminent use, both for 
the conviction of unbelievers and for the con-» 
firmation of Christians^ is^a truth which cannot 
be questioned. Nevertheless a practical belief 
of the gospel is usually found to rest on a far 

* Euayf on ChriBtiaaity, No. iv^ 



d by Google 



SCHEME OF SEDEMFTION. 193 

more simple ground. The Saviour is proposed 
to the sinner, and the sinner, when made sensi-^ 
ble of his actual condition, will no more reject 
the Saviour, than a drowning man will refuse 
to lay hold on the arm which would draw him 
to ^the shore, and which is his only means of 
safety. 

He whp has just views of the hc^iness of God 
and of his own sinfulness, and feels the depth 
of his need by nature, will imbibe the gospel as 
simply and eagerly as the new-born babe its 
natural food ; and just in proportion as his heart 
and conduct are influenced, will his under« 
standmg be opened to perceive the perfect fit* 
ness, and therefore the unquestionable truth, of 
the scheme of redemption. 

When we reflect on the sublimity of the prin<« 
cipal doctrines of the Bible, we might be tempts 
ed to suppose that none but the most intel-* 
lectual of men would be capable of embracing 
them. But Christianity, in its application to 
the understanding as well as to the heart,^ ia 
evenly adapted to all men ; embracing in its 
comprehensive grasp of charity, the most sinw 
pie and )he most oult^vatod of oar spociiesi, 
18 
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While^ as it regards their mode and nature, ber 
mysteries are far beyond the comprehension of 
any man — in their practical bearing, in their 
suitableness to our need, in their saving efficacy, 
they are just as intelligible to the Indian convert, 
or to the illiterate peasant, as they are to the 
most profound and enlightened of philosophers. 
Now I conceive that nothing can more clear- 
ly evince the wisdom as well as goodness of 
its Author, than this distinguishing provir^ion. 
Were a vast and complex machine to be formed 
for some important temporal purpose universally 
interesting to men, although it might be put 
together on scientific principles, and display a 
matchless variety and combination of forces, 
foul would be that blot on the wisdom of its 
contriver, should much of art or science be 
required in applying it to its use. But when 
such a machine may be brought to bear upon 
its purpose, with undeviating success, by means 
of a simple handle which a child may^ turn, 
then indeed are we fully satisfied that its maker 
understood his calling — r- then have we a per- 
fect specimen of human ingenuity. 

To conclude -^one of two alternatives is in- 
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evitabte. Cither the religion of the Bible coined 
from God^ and is therefore unquestionably and 
perfectly true ; or else this glorious system, — so 
diversified in its parts, yet so simple in its 
operation, susceptible of no improvement even 
from the wisest of men, distinguished by fea- 
tures far beyond the reach of human concep- 
tion, and yet fitted to the humblest as well as 
to the highest capacities, universally and per- 
fectly adapted to the spiritual need of all men 
—15 a forgery, 

A forgery invented by whom 1 Not by per- ' 
sons of profound reasoning powers, belonging 
to some highly cultivated society, and skilled 
in all philosophy and learning ; but of a few , 
obscure, illiterate, Jewish fishermen 1 

Now it is surely ' no exaggeration to assert, 
that he who believes this latter alternative, has 
adopted the most preposterous of superstitions^ 
Notwithstanding his pride of intellect and all 
his boasted show of reason, the ipfidel must 
take his place among the most credulous and 
irrational of mankind. 
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To convince the cold, deliberate unbeliever, 
who has made up his mind to prefer a fathom- 
less chaos to the beauty and order of revealed 
religion, I can scarcely venture to hope. In 
pity for the soul of such a man, I would pray 
God to put forth that pre-eminent Work of grace, 
by which alone can be reclaimed the reckless 
speculator who tramples on the Son of God, 
despises the blood of his covenant, and con- 
temns and derides the work of the Holy Spirit. 

That many persons are to be met with in the 
present day who have been betrayed by a little 
knowledge* into this depth of error, is a mel- 
ancholy fact. May they be brought to repent- 
ance before that awful period arrives when they 
shall hear a voice saying, — The day of your 

* *( It in an aMiired truth, aud a conclusion of experience, that 
a little or superficial Icnowledge of philosophy may incline the 
mind of roan to atheism, iMit a forUur proceeding therein doth 
bring the mind bacic again to religion. "—Z<9r<iJ3ac«nVwf i{paiic«- 
mnU ^Learning, p. 10. 
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salvatibn is past forever — ;" He which is filthy, 
let him be filthy still !" 

But there is a much more numerous class of 
persons, who are not altogether insensible of 
the excellence of Christianity, but are, never- 
theless, prone to unbelief; and while they 
resist the invitations of divine mercy, shelter 
themselves under the ^ pretext that no man is re- 
sponsible for his creed. To such I would ad- 
dress myself, and beseech them to reflect, that 
while they are hesitating on the verge of Chris- 
tianity, and- weighing with nice scruples wheth- 
er they will accept it or not, time is rapidly 
carrying them onwards to the judgment seat of 
their Creator. Except they turn to the Lord 
during their short remaining period of proba- 
tion, they will there discover, when it shall be 
all too late, that this unreasonable pretext will 
fail to afford them a moment's protection from 
the fatal consequences of sin. 

Their case is not to be confounded with that 
of the uninstructed heathen, who have never 
heard the truth. To these, the gospel has been 
preached ; it is written in the book of God for 
their instruction ; and if they reject it, they do 
80 at their peril. 
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On this subject, the Scriptures themselres 
supply us with a clear illustration. The Israel- 
ites, for their murmuring against God, are 
punished with fiery serpents, under the influ- 
ence of whose poisonous bite they lie dying in 
the wilderness. Moses, by the command of his 
Almighty Leader, lifts up a brazen serpent on a 
pole, and proclaims the promise of Jehovah 
*' that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
upon it, shall live."* To look upon the serpent 
in reliance on the promise of God, and in obe- 
dience to his command, is an act of faith ; and 
as many of the people as perform this act are 
healed of their wounds. 

But we can easily suppose the case of an un- 
believing Israelite, who should aver that his 
wound was by no means mortal ; and even sup- 
posing it to be so, that it could not, in the 
nature of things, be affected by his looking on 
a serpent of brass — that such a mode of heal- 
ing was unintelligible, and therefore incredible. 
The result is obvious. He turns his head away 
from an object which is a mere offence to him ; 
the poison performs its office without interrup- 
tion, and in a few short moments he is number- 
ed with the dead. 

, * Numb, xxi, 4—9, Comp. John iii, 14, 15, 
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Now we are all wounded by the devil, the 
serpent who deceived our first parents, — and 
the natural, necessary consequence of sin — the 
poison which he has injected — is the death of 
the soul. God beholds us in our desperate con- 
dition, and in his infinite compassion provides 
us with a remedy. The Son of man is lifted 
up on the cross, and the proclamation goes 
forth on divine authority to a world of sinners 
— Believe and live. The Christian obeys, and 
is healed ; but what says the unbeliever 1 
" Your gospel to me is foolishness ; for in the 
first place, I am not, as you uncharitably pre* 
tend, a sinner ; and secondly, if I were so, what 
possible connexion can there be, between the 
crucifixion of Jesus, and the forgiveness of my 
transgressions ? Such a system does not ac- 
cord with my notions, either of wisdom or rec- 
titude, and I cannot be responsible for not be- 
lieving a doctrine, which it is impossible for me 
to understand." Thus, in the pride and folly 
of his heart, he rejects the appointed remedy — 
the only possible means of his recovery. And 
what 18 the consequence 1 Sin and Satan work 
their own way without impediment. He dies, 
and dies forever* 
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Tq walk by faith and act by sight, is in 
various respects, the lot of hamaQity — apro- 
TisioD wrought into the whole constitution and 
order of Providence — the rule by which we 
act, in a countless multitude of the occasions 
and exigencies of life. Since then we know it 
to be an appointment of every day's experiepce, 
it is absurd to object to it in matters of religion. 
In spite of all our cavils, that great principle of 
godliness remains unaltered anfl unalterable — 
" The just shall live by paith." 

But not only has God graciously proposed 
his truth to us ; he has accompanied the re- 
velation of it with indubitable vouchers of its 
divine origin. What sceptic will dare to prer 
tend, that he is not morally responsible for an 
examination of these vouchers? Christianity 
is fraught with tidings of such ui^utterable im- 
portance, and is distinguished, even at first 
sight, by such broad marks of truth, that a 
doubter is bound by the most obvious, moral 
principles, to investigate the grounds on which 
it claims our credence. 

Bishop Butler has justly remarked, that " the 
same character, the same inward principle' 
which, after a man is convinced of the truth of 
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religion, tenders him obedi^t to the precepts 
of It, would, were he not thus convinced, set 
him about an examination of it f and that 
'inattention, negligence, want of all serjous 
concern about a matter of such a nature, and 
such importance, when offered to m^n's con* 
sideration, is, before a distinct conviction of its 
truth, as reed inunorai depravity and dissolute" 
ness, as neglect of religious practice after sucJi 
conviction.*** Disobedience to the law in the 
one case, and neglect of evidence in the other, 
equally constitute punishable guilt. 

But we are morally responsible, not only for 
examining the evidences of Christianity, but 
also for conducting our inquiry in a right spirit 
— with calmness and impartiality, with zeal and 
industry, and above all, with deep dependence 
' on God and earnest prayer. The pride of our 
hearts must be abased, and truth, however 
humbling, must be permitted to exercise its 
genuine influence over our minds. If our pre- 
judice^ or vanity obstructs its progress, we are 
condemned as transgressors, and must abid^ by 
the consequence. 

But a man may plead inability to pursue an 

« See Butler*i Analogy, Part II. Cbap. VI. 
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enlarged inquiry into this all-iinpcMrtant subject. 
' Then let him confine his attention to the Scrip- 
tures themselves ; for the internal marks of 
their divine origin cannot be mistaken ; they 
are numerous, palpable, overpowering. Let 
him give himself up to the practical efficacy of 
the principles unfolclcd in Scripture ; and the 
comparison of his own experience with the cour 
tents of that sacred volume, will sooii furnish 
him with irresistible evidence that it is the 
book of God. 

A class of persons is indeed sometimes to be 
met with, who are at once desirous to helieve 
the truths of Christianity, and prone to doubt 
them. While such persons are objects of sin- 
cere sympathy, t^ey ought nevertheless to be 
clearly informed, that to continue in such a 
condition of mind, is extremely dangerous; and 
if a cure for it be at hand, and yet be neglect- 
ed, they are morally guilty in the sight of God. 
Now such a cure may unquestionably be found 
in the patient, daily investigation of Scripture, 
with supplication and prayer. Christ unfolds 
himself to us in the Scriptures ; and at the same 
time, he knocks at the door of our hearts by 
bis Spirit, If wq open the door and receive 
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the heavenly guest, he • will soon display his 
beauty and glory to our mental vision. We 
shall behold him in his divine majesty, in his 
boundless power, in his matchless condescen- 
sion, in his perfect fitness to all our need, and ' 
we shall no longer be able to doubt, that he is 
God, our Saviour. 

It is never to be forgotten, that the guilt of 
unbelief is. infinitely heightened, by the worth 
and dignity of Him, who is proposed to us in 
the gospel, as the object of our faith. " He 
that believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name of the 
Only begotten Son op God." To reject so 
glorious a Redeemer, because of that garb of 
humiliation, which he has assumed in pity to 
ourselves — to meet him at his coming, with 
cold, contemptuous, infidelity, or even with 
unworthy doubts and scruples — is folly and 
ingratitude indeed ! 

Here I would venture to warn the younger 
class of my readers, against the insinuating 
nature and progressive influence of unbelief; 
and to J}eseech them^ as they value their im« 
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inortil souls, to guard -with jealous care against 
iXsJirsi arising. - 

Unbelief is frequently occasioned in the first 
instance, by our marking with sufficient pre- 
cision, the boundary line between reason and 
faith, in matters of religion. When we prove 
from abundant testimony, and from the effects 
which they have prodjDced in the world, the 
reality of the Christian miracles ; when we 
show that these miracles being real, afford in- 
dubitable evidence that Christianity comes from 
God ; "when we plead the ever germinaut^ fulfil- 
ment of prophecy ;* and when; to complete our 
argument, we display the holiness and fitness 
of tlie whole scheme of revealed religion, — we- 
make our appeal to the reason of those to whom 
we address ourselves ; and our only request is, 
that in humble dependence on the Supreme 
Author of reason, they will bring this noble 
faculty into full and diligent exercise. We are 
quite sure that if they examine the subject with 
'sufficient care and comprehensiveness, they 

* ** Allowing neverthereM that latitude which ig agreeable and 
familiar unto divine prophecies, being of the nature of tlteir au- 
thor, wiih whom a thousand years are but as one day, and there- 
fore are not fulfilled punctually at once, but liave springing and 
germinttnt accumpliehttient throughout many ages, (hough the 
height or fblness of them may refer to some one age.''— ^ocon 
Jidv. <^ Learn, p. 88. 
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cannot fail to be convinced by evidences^ which 
may be made clear even to the uninstructed 
mind ; but which, nevertheless, have satisfied 
the profound understandings of Bacon, Locke, 
Boyle, and Newton. 

And secondly, when we open the volume of 
Scripture, and propose that interpretation of its 
contents — especially of its more mysterious, 
parts — which is demanded by the pla(n laws 
of criticism — laws which good sense has estab- 
lished, and which are familiar to every scholar 
— we again appeal to enlightened reason ; and 
we beseech our readers or hearers to exercise 
it «with a perfect impartiality and with deep 
deliberation — still, however, in reverent de- 
pendence on Him, who gave the Scriptures 
forth. 

3ut having gone thus far, we are brought 
to the line which reason may not pass, and it 
becomes our reasonable duty, to accept the doc- 
trines of revelation with the faith of the little 
child* Our reasoning powers must here take 
their rest, for they cannot compass the deep 
things of God, and ** inspired theology," as 
Lord Bacon admirably observes, is the '' haven 
and sabbath of all man's contemplations.''* 

* Adv. of Learo. p. 96. 
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Could it indeed be showii that any of the 
doctrines of Christianity are contrary to rea* 
son — in other words, could they be disproved 
— :we should then be compelled, not only to 
confess them false, but to renounce the religion 
to which they belong. But the fact that they 
are above reason, is so far from affording the 
least objection to these doctrines, that it tends 
only to confirm their truth ; for since they form 
part of the counsels, or relate to the nature, of 
an infinite and incomprehensible Being, this 
fact is exactly such, as any man of plain sense 
would have anticipated.* Who does not'^know 
that there are ten thousand secrets in the book 
of nature, which reason cannot fathom ? And . 
who ought to feel the least degree of surprise 
or disquietude, in finding that there are some 
' such secrets also, in the economy of grace ? 
*' O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God ! h6w unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out !" 

But mark the progress of unbelief. The 

♦ The prerogative of God extendeth as well to the reason, as 
to the will of man ; so that as we are to obey his law, though we 
find a reluctation in our will ; so we are to believe his wdrd, 
though we find a reluctation in our reason. For if we believe 
only that which Is agreeable to otir sense, we give consent to the 
matter and not to the author, which is no more than we would 
do towards a suspe^ed and discredited Witness. Id. p. S31. 
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man who fails to perceive the distinction be- 
tween the province of reason and that of faith, 
and between things contrary to reason, and 
things above it, speculates on the mysterious 
doctrines of Christianity^ and refuses to believe 
what he cannot comprehend. And what is his 
next downward step 7 Since doctrines, plain 
in their practical application, but in other re- 
spects yiir beyond the reach of man* s comprehen- 
sion^ are clearly declared in Scripture, and are 
interwoven with the whole texture of the book, 
the sceptic who refuses to accept them, finds 
his belief in the inspiration, and even in the 
authenticity, of the sacred volume gradually 
undermined ; and in spite of abundant and 
conclusive evidence to the contrary — that is to 
say, in direct opposition to the dictates of rea- 
son — he at length persuades himself that the 
Bible is a forgery, and Christianity a fable. 

The doubter is now thrown back on natural 
religion, and openly assumes the name of deist ; 
but his deism is soon discovered to be only a 
name ; for since our most important knowledge 
of the Supreme Being is derived from the Bible 
—since the natural arguments, even for the 
existence of God, shine in our understandings, 
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chiefly by the light reflected on them fircnii the 
Scriptures — the roan who rejects hb Bible, 
very easily falls into a further depth of in^ 
delity, and before very long, rejects hit Creator. 
Now ** the fool hath said in his heart there is 
no God ;" and therefore no moral obligation, oo 
restraint on licentiousness, no fixed principle of 
action ! How tremendous is the consequence ! 
— rebellion against God and man, wickedness 
of every description, midnight darkness instead 
of noonday light, and finally the dismal horrors 
of eternal death. 

If the evidences of Christianity be not con- 
sidered valid, those of any other religion adopt- 
ed amongst men, must certainly be regarded as 
unworthy even of notice. Let the young read- 
er therefore call to mind, that the alternative 
does not lie between Christianity and any other 
system of theology, but between Christianity 
and nothing; or rather between Christianity 
and inextricable wretchedness^ misery and con- 
fusion. Under a just sense of so terrible an 
alternative, let him humble himself in the sight 
of God, and pray to be preserved even from the 
. smallest and earliest suggestions of " the evil 
heart of unbelief." 
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But there is a shorter road to infidelity than 
that which we have tiow described -^ that i% 
sin. A man may indulge in extreme licen- 
tiousness,, and practise a thousand horrible bar- 
barities, and yet be a faithful disciple of Ma- 
homet In order to be a consistent follower of 
Bud ha or Bramha, he must break the law of 
God, in a fearful and murderous manner. But 
no man can lead a life of sin, and be a disciple 
of Christ, or even long continue to believe in 
Christianity. For in the first place, the habitu- 
al transgressor of the law, naturally pacifies his 
conscience by persuading himself that there is 
no law ; and he loves ** darkness rather than 
light," because his deeds are "evil." And 
secondly, by a judicial decree of Providence, it 
is the perpetual tendency of sin to harden the 
heart of man, and to stop his ear and close his 
eye in unbelief. Again, infidelity re-acts upon 
our sinful propensities, and never fails to im- 
part to them a double vivacity and firmness. 

On the contrary, Christianity and virtue are 
inseparable allies, and helpers of each other. 
As the religion of Christ leads directly to a life 
of righteousness, so a life of righteousness is 
ever found to brighten and enlarge our views 
Id * . 
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of divine truth, and to confirm our faith in the 
Saviour of mankind. They who are obedient 
to the light which they already enjoy, shall be 
made partakers of more light. They who ** do 
the will of the Father, shall not only believe in 
the doctrine of the Son ; they shall know from 
their own experience that it is indeed '' of 

G0D."» 

I cannot satisfactorily conclude these re- 
marks without addressing a few sentences first, 
to merely nominal Christians, and secondly, to 
the more serious and devotional professors of 
our holy religion. 

I. It is an affecting proof of the corruption 
of the human heart, and of the power of him 
who is described as the ** father of lies," that so 
large a proportion of persons who profess Chris- 
tianity are, nevertheless, living as if it were 
false. They are conformed to the spirit of the 
world, and not only is the greater part of their 
time consumed in the pursuit of wealth, or in 

* John vH. ]7. Thus are we brought back at last to the first 
principle from which our whole argument has sprung — a principle 
of irresistible force and certainty in matters pertaining to religion 
— that ** what is good is thus." *' In general and in sum," says 
Lord Bacon, " certain it is that Veritas and honitas differ but as the 
seal and the print; for truth prints goodness; and they be the 
clouds of error which descend in the storms or passions and per« 
turbations."— UTtfe. qf Learn, p. 68. 
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frivolous amusements^ but their hearts are so 
filled with these objects, that the love of God 
has no place in them. Or if God and the 
things of his kingdom occasionally occupy theiir 
thoughts and feelings, the world is their princi- 
pal delight ; they are " double-minded," — di- , 
vided between two — and, therefore, with re- 
spect to religion, " unstable in all their ways." 

Such a condition is one o^ practical infidel- 
ity ; for although the worldling, if he thinks at 
all of religion, probably thinks of it as true, yet 
he is destitute of that vital " faith which work- 
eth by love ;" and in consequence, he is per- 
petually found to belie his own profession. He 
conducts himself as if eternity were a passing 
hour, and as if the present day were to last for- 
ever. 

In appealing to this numerous class of per- 
sons, I would beseech them, " by the mercies 
of God," to pause in their career of careless- , 
iiess, and to reflect on the unutterable import 
tance of the religion which they profess. If 
Christianity is true, (and true we know it to 
be,) it is every thing. So vast are its doc- 
trines, so high its standard of action, so over- 
whelming the dangers, so glorious the hopes. 
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which it unfolds, that nothing can satisfy its 
just demands, short of a full devotion of onr 
faculties to the work of our soul's salvation. 
BjT the roost sacred of obligations, we are bound 
to fix our primary affections on God our Father, 
whose love is the fountain of all our happiness ; 
and since we are not " our own," but ** bought 
with a price," it is our unquestionable duty, no 
longer to Jive unto ourselves, but " unto him 
who died for us and rose again." 
* True indeed it is, that to take up our daily 
cross and follow Christ, is difficult and painful 
to the natural man ; for it costs us an uncondi- 
tional surrender of our secret faults, and of 
many of our favourite habits of thinking and 
acting. But Jesus has commanded us to pluck 
out the offending right eye, or to cut off the 
offending right hand, and to cast it from us ; 
because it is " profitable" for us, that ** one" of 
our members should perish," and not that our 
'* whole body should be cast into hell." And 
let it be remembered, that the grace of Christ 
is sufficient for us — that if we freely open our 
hearts to him, he will so change our feelings by 
.the influence of his Spirit, that we shall ac- 
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€oiint bis yoke easy, his burdea figbt, and his 
cross our highest happiness. 

And what will be the practical result t First, 
an abstinence from all tilings unlawful ; sec- 
ondly, such a pursuit of things lawful as is com- 
pletely subordinate to the higher purposes of 
our being ; and thirdly, the cordial devotion of 
all the talents bestowed on us to the service 
and glory of God. 

The necessity of a decided mind in religion 
is awfully manifested by the fact, that in the 
descriptions given by our Lord and his apostles 
of the day of judgment, no middle state is 
recognized. All men will then find their place 
either on tho right hand or on the left hand of 
their Judge, and will finally discover that they 
are the heirs either of the blessing or of the 
curse. Is there not abundant reason to fear, 
that except he now repent, the man who weakly 
divides his affections between God and the 
world, and rests contented with only a little 
religion, will then be numbered among the 
^ unprofitable" servants ! 

Independently, however, of this appalling 
consideratioir, the signs of the present times 
peculiarly demand decision in matters of reli- 
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gioii« The powers of light and darkness are, 
in a very conspicaous manner^ arrayed against 
each other. Infidelity and iniquity are lifting 
up their heads on high, and gathering theif 
forces together ; and, on the other band, scrip- 
tural religion is gradually diffusing itself anK>ng 
men. If we continue in that di?ided mind 
which is ever marked by weakness and insta- 
bility, we now appear to be in greater danger 
than ever, of being carried away captive by the 
influence of the wicked. Hut if we give up all 
for Christy and win the Saviour for ourselves, 
nothing will eventually harm us. Our cause is 
righteous, and though our numbers may not be 
large, our Captain is unconquerable. May 
both the writer and the reader of these pages 
be found, in every day of darkness and dispute, 
clearly ranged on the side of Christ — under 
the peaceful yet all-prevailing banner of the 
Holy One of Israel ! 

II. JTo the liiore serious and decided profes- 
sors of Christianity I address myself under feel- 
ings of peculiar diffidence ; but I trust I may 
be permitted briefly to allude to some of the 
dangers with which the church of Christ ap^i- 
pears to be surrounded^ 
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Were I asked what I deem to be the most 
common temptation to which, in the present 
day peculiarly. Christians are exposed, I should 
be inclined to repJy — the substitution of strong 
opinion for that deeply felt religious principle^ 
by which alone the mind can be preserved in 
tenderness, humility, and lore to God and man. 
The importance of sound and orthodox Tiews 
of Christianity cannot indeed be too highly 
estimated ; because it is our bounden duty to 
believe the truths which our Heavenly Father 
condescends to reveal to us j and because it is 
chiefly through the medium of these views, that 
the heart of the believer is rightly affected to- 
wards God. 

Nevertheless experience amply proves that 
the theory of religion may be embraced, and 
may even assume in the mind a very definite 
shape — with an outline perhaps somewhat more 
marked and rigid than Scripture warrants — 
while all that is practical and lovely in the cha- 
racter of the Christian continues at a low ebb. 
It is the frequent device of Satan to transplant 
the religion of the believer from the heart to the 
head; and this device is one with which our 
corrupt nature is ever prone to co-operate. For 
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it is iafinitely more easy to think and talk cot- 
roctly on religious subjects, than to cultivate a 
deep sense of our own vileness, to submit to the 
heart-searching operation of the Holy Spirit, 
and to walk in the narrow path of self-denial. 

Hence it sometimes happens that a high 
religious profession is blemished by a conform- 
ity to the world — by self-indulgence — by 
** covetousness which is idolatry" — and above 
ally by a hot and unsubdued temper. Even 
when engaged in defending the great d^trines 
of the Gospel^ Christians are iometimes tempt* 
ed to lay aside that meek and quiet spirit which 
becomes their profession, and in the place of 
earnest, iaithfiftl appeals to those whose faith in 
Christ is defective, to make use of offensive 
names and contemptuous accusations. 

That all these infractions of the spirit of 
Christianity are extremely unfavourable to its 
progress in the world, is a point which admita 
of no question ; for there is probably nothing^ 
which has a stronger tendency to encourage 
the prevalence of in6defity, than the various 
inconsistencies of believers. Far indeed am i 
from insinuating that the generality of serious 
Christians do not bring forth much— veiy 
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much — of the fruit of righteousness — enough 
to afford an evidence that their religion is of di- 
vine origin. But might we not add strength and 
cleamess to this evidence by aiming at a higher 
standard in our conduct and conversation? 
Ought not our light to shine veith a greater de- 
gree of purity and brightness? Ought we not 
to " adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
cdl things ?" Ought we not to " be blameless 
and harmless, the sons of God without rebuke, 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation ?" 

That opinionative mind, however, which 
sometimes usurps the place of principle, with 
respect to the essentials of Christianity, is 
chiefly prone to fix itself on pdnts which are 
non-essential and doubtful. Many such points 
ate treated of in the present day, as if they 
were just as certain, and almost as vital, as the 
truth that God exists, and as the cardinal, saving 
(doctrines of the gospel. 

In making this remark, I do not so much 
refer to matlenr connected with modes of wor^ 
«hip and church government, as to questions on 
which, independentiy of all sectarian classifica- 
tion, indimduab are found to entertain Tery 
30 
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different sentimeDts. Such questions, for ex* 
ample, are the nature and character of the Mil- 
lennium — its near or distant approach — the 
continuance of miraculous gifts in the church— 
the outward and personal reign of the Messiah 
— and the probable period of his coming. 

Whatsoever we may think on these and simi- 
lar subjects, we ought surely to exercise a holy 
watchfulness that we may never exaggerate 
their importance, or suffer our minds to be 
filled with them, to the exclusion of indispen- 
sable truth as well as of practical godliness. If 
we would experience preservation from ^such a 
danger, we must dwell in humility before God, 
and seek the rectifying influence of the Holy 
Spirit, who, while He teaches us to value every 
part of divine truth, will never fail to unMd it 
to our underMandings, and impress it on our 
hearts, in its jti5^ and unalterable proportions. 

When those questions in religion which are 
not essential, assume in our minds an undue 
magnitude and certainty — whether they be the 
distinctions of sects, or only of individuals — 
the frequent consequence is a harsh* judgment 
of our brethren, and a breach of that love and 
charity which ought always to bind together the 
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members of the militant church. Never, per- 
haps, was there a period, when the exhortation 
of Paul was more seasonable than in the pre- 
sent day. ** T therefore, the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, with all low- 
liness and meekness, with long suffering, for- 
hearing one another in love, endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace" 

Let us remember thai Christ is even now our 
idmighty and ever present King, who rules over 
his children by his Spirit ; and that as we obey 
its dictates, we shall learn to imitate the exam- 
ple of Jesus himself Now charity, brotherly 
love, and humility^ are the virtues in reference 
to which, above all others, this perfect pattern 
is proposed to us in Scripture. " This is my 
commandment that ye love one another, as I 
have loved you." " If I then your Lord and 
Master have washed your feet, ye also ought to 
wash one another's feet. For I have given you- 
an example, that ye should do as I have done 
to you." " Now the God of patience and con- 
solation grant you to be like minded one toward 
another^ according to (or after the example of) 
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Christ Jesus." " Let nothing be done through 
strife or vain glorf, but in lowliness of mind, 
let each esteem other better than themselves ; 
let this mind be in you^ which was dUo in Christ 
Jesus," &c.* 

The principles which are common to all 
sound and devotional Christians, are of infinite 
strength and efficacy — A^ply sufficient to unite 
in holy fellowship, multitudes who entertain 
very different opinions on subordinate questions 
in religion. In this union, under the provi- 
dence and grace of God, lies the strength of 
our cause. May it never be severed ! And 
may the happy period be hastened when pure 
and primitive Christianity shall abound in the 
world, and reign triumphant in the hearts of all 
men! 

* Phil, ii, 3-5. Comp. 1 Pet. ii, 20, 31. 
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